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trustees from the letting or use of
the show ground, or any buildings
thereon by any person for any
purpose other than for the pur-
poses of an annual show, during
the financial year ending on the
30th day of June next preceding.

(b) If the trustees fail to deliver
the annual return1 they commit an
offence against this Act and shall
be jointly and severally liable,
upon conviction, to a penalty of
not more than £5 for every day
during which the default con-
tinues.

(3) The trustees shall keep and
record in proper books of accounts
these receipts, and shall keep the
books open to inspection by any
officer appointed by the Minister
or council concerned.

(4) (a) Instead of paying rates
which, but for this subsection
would be assessed and payable in
respect of the land used for agri-
cultural or horticultural show
purposes, the trustees shall pay to
the council, not later than the
30th day of September in each
year, a sum equal to 3 per cent. of
the amount so received.

(b) Payment so made Is In full
satisfaction of the rates, which but
for this subsection would be
assessed in respect of the land.

This new clause is consequential to the
amendment which was made to Clause
523.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: This
new clause has been thoroughly investi-
gated by myself and my department and
I have no objection.

New clause Put and Passed.
Schedules 1 to 26. Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the

report adopted.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Council's Further Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council,
and had appointed Ron. J. 0. HIslop, Hon.
A. Rt. Jones and the Chief Secretary as
managers for the Council, the Chief Sec-
retary's room as the place of meeting and
the time 10 aim, on the 21st December.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (Hon, A. R. 0. Hawke

-Northam): I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn

till 11.30 a.m. today.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.? a.mn. (Friday).

?$1gi9tatinc Asqrnblg
Friday, 21st December, 1956.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS.
Pairs on Railway Discontinuance Motion.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINTSON: I desire to
make a personal explanation that has
arisen out of a request made to me by
the member for Moore concerning the
question of pairing on the motion for the
discontinuance of certain railway lines.

I know that pairings are not supposed
to be official in any way, but it will be
appreciated that the pairings recorded,
when a division is taken, form a perman-
ent record in Hansard and therefore it
is essential that they honestly reflect the
truth of the situation. If this is not so,
then possibly the whole question of pair-
ings will have to be reconsidered.

The pairings-they appear at page 3370
of Hansard No. 20-are quite anomalous.
They show that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and the member for Mt. Lawley-
he has also asked me to mention this
matter-were Paired as "No" voters with
the member for Murchison and the mem-
ber for Albany.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty; What about
Mr. Perkins?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: He is all
right. This is rather astonishing because
the two members who are recorded as
pairing with the noes both spoke in favour
of the discontinuance of the lines.

I request your permission, Mr. Speaker,
for these pairs to be altered: or for you
to look into the matter to see what can
be done otherwise. I feel there is another
alternative. If you do not consider it fit
to reverse the pairs, or members are not
agreeable to that, it would be far better

for you to see that they are expunged
from the record in the bound volume of
Hansard.

That practically covers what I wanted
to say on these anomalous pairs. Of course,
this sort of thing can happen and two
members can be paired, or make arrange-
ments to be paired a night in advance
and in a mixed division strange pairings
are often recorded, so that this anomalous
situation can develop. I do not see any
real way out of the difficulty unless the
Whips have to go into details on every
point. However, I was requested by the
member for Moore to see that he was
paired as a "No" voter on the discon-
tinuance of railway lines motion. There-
fore I feel somewhat at fault-

Mr. May: Why?
Mr. ROSS HTUTCHENSON: -that his

name is not recorded In the pairings on
that motion. The member for Moore and
the Minister for Mines were paired earlier
that evening on the Public Service Bill
vote and my request is, Mr. Speaker, that
YOU might permit their names to be placed
in the pairings in the bound volume with
the member for Moore as a "No" voter
and the Minister for Mines as an 'Aye'
voter. In that way we would satisfy the
member for Moore and the interests of
truth. Would you please give those points
Your consideration, Sir? The member for
Moore is quite certain that he wants his
name recorded as having voted against
the motion and I hope you can see your
way clear to do something in that direc-
tion.

The SPEAKER: The instruction to the
Hansard reporters is that they are to re-
port the proceedings and anything that
happens. They take a note of that and
it is then recorded. It is not within my
competence to do anything to alter what
happened a day or two ago. As I under-
stand the question of pairs, they are ar-
ranged at the time the vote Is taken: the
Whips on either side compare notes and
hand the information to the reporter on
duty at the Table and it is recorded.

I do not see how 1. as Speaker of the
House can do anything other than to let
it go. However, attention has been drawn
to the mistake, or what is considered to
be a mistake-I do not know whether it
is a mistake or not-but reference to the
matter will appear in the report of to-
day's proceedings. The member for Moore
will be able to point to that fact to show
that there was a mistake In not recording
his name.

Mr. ACKLAND: By way of explanation,
the matter is not quite as clear as I should
like it to be. On the evening of the 13th
December, I took my place in the Chamber
on a division and was requested to leave
the Chamber because thg Minister for
Mines and I were paired on this particu-
lar motion. I was under the impression
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that I was paired for the whole of the
evening. When the managers of the House
met to resolve another matter, I considered
I was still paired for the night.

I am most anxious there should be no
misunderstanding because I was very much
opposed to the motion for the closure of
railways, and from which vote I appear to
have absented myself without worrying to
record my name. From my recollection of
it, I was paired at a o'clock and paired for
the whole evening with the Minister for
Mines; but both our names have been left
off the second list.

Mr. MAY: I feel I should say something
in connection with this matter. As re-
gards the question of pairs, I think the
whole onus and responsibilty is on members
themselves. Both the member for Cot-
tesloe and I know how lax members are.
They just come along and say they want to
be paired. I would say that the onus is
on the member and not on the Whip to
make sure that a vote is recorded if a
member is particularly interested In some
item on the notice paper.

The Minister for Labour: Hear, hear!
Mr. MAY: I think the Whips would have

a tough sort of a job finding out the Inten-
tions of every member who had taken a
pair. I feel that It is up to members to
let the Whips know, if they are granted
a pair, what their attitude is In regard to
any particular legislation that might be
brought forward during their absence.

Mr. OLDFIELD: By way of explanation,
when the pair in respect to wich I was
concerned was arranged, I did not realise
that it would mean that I would be paired
as having voted against the motion, be-
cause I had already spoken in favour of it.
I would like to make this explanation and
say that I was in favour of the motion and
had it not been for this misunderstanding
my name would have been recorded in
favour of it.

QUESTIONS.

KWINANA OIL REFINERY.
(a) Company's Claim Regarding Labour.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister for

Labour:
(1) Has he seen a copy of a letter, dated

the 11th December, 1956, addressed by B.P.
Refinery (Kwinania) Ltd. to the member
for Wemnbley Beaches?

(2) Does he agree with the letter and
the company's claims re--

(a) accessability of their premises to
union representatives, and the
company's willingness to admit
union representatives?

(b) Comparatively low rate of labour
turnover at the company's
Swinana establishment?

(c) General satisfaction of workers at
the establishment?

The MINISTER replied:
No.

(bi) Letter Sent to Minister,
Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the

Minister for Labour:
The Minister answered "No" to a ques-

tion in which he was asked if he had seen
a copy of a certain letter. I sent the Min-
ister a copy of the letter in question and It
rather perplexes me that he answered
"No" to both questions.

The MINISTER replied:
As members know Ministers have been

working day and night these last few days
and they still have a number of files which
are incomplete. I can say honestly that
I have not seen a copy of the letter -referred
to by the member for Nedlands. Since the
hon. member has raised it again, I have
read the question and I suggest he directs
it or sends a copy of the letter to the
Trades Union Council and asks the unions
concerned for their opinion on the subject.
Why he asks me, I do not know, as It does
not come within my jurisdiction.

Mr. Court: You are Minister for Labour.
The MINISTER: The hon. member has

sent me a copy of a ietter forwarded
by the company to the member for
Wembley Beaches. What Is the object? It
is not under my jurisdiction. I presume
the member for Nedlands is asking the
question on behalf of the company.

Mr. Court: No, I am not.
The MINISTER., The company should

ask the registered secretaries of the unions
concerned whether any difficulty has been
experienced in regard to entrance to these
works. I would at least ask the unions
concerned for their viewpoint on the sub-
ject. Even If I had read the copy of the
letter, my answer would be on the lines
I have indicated. That is where the Ques-
tion should be directed in order to ask
the opinion of the unions who have mem-
bers in these works. If there is any com-
plaint, I feel the member for Wembley
Beaches will reply to the letter sent to
me. I suggest if there Is any question
of this nature to put on the notice paper,
it be channelled to the trade unions clon-
cerned to see what they think of it.

c) Minister and Implementation of
Arbitration Act.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Labour:

Does his reply mean he Is no longer In-
terested in the Implementation or admin-
istration of the Industrial Arbitration Act
of this State?

The lMISTER replied,.
No; on the contrary, as the years go by

I take an increasing Interest in the pro-
visions of the Industrial Arbitration Act.
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STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE
OFFICE.

Local Government Insurance Pool.
Mr. COURT asked the Minister for

Labour:
(1) What accounting procedure is

adopted by the State Government insur-
ance Office to calculate the amount of
bonus or extra discount to be given local
authorities under the local government in-
surance pool?

(2) floes this discount or bonus repre-
sent the total profit from the pool for the
year under review (presumably the pre-
ceding year) ?

(3) If there Is a loss, Is this absorbed
by the State Government Insurance Office
as a charge against the overall profits of
the office or Is an attempt made to recoup
the whole or a part of the loss from future
pool profits?

(4) (a) Has there been a loss on the
pool in any year?

(b) If not, what is proposed should one
occur in the future?

The MINISTER replied;
(1) Normal accounting procedure as dis-

closed by financial statements and balance
sheets tabled in the House, an accounting
procedure approved by the Auditor Gen-
4eral, vide his reports to Parliament.

(2) No.
(3) and (4) (a) No loss has yet been

Incurred-
(4) (b) The loss would be charged to the

general reserve of the office, to which the
pool has made a substantial contribution.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY.
Assistance for Substandard Farm.

Mr. I. W. MANNING -asked the Minis-
ter for Agriculture:

(1) What number of applications have
been received from farmers in the South-
West for assistance from the Government's
scheme in the development of under-
standard dairy farms?

(2) Is this scheme operating?
(3) If so, how mnany farmers have been,

or are, receiving assistance from the
scheme?

The MINISTER replied:
(D)-

(a) Pilot areas:-
Margaret River ... .... 48
Northcliffe .. ...34

(b) Balance of South-West ...122
(2) Yes. In Margaret River machines

commenced operations this week. In
Northcliffe, contractors will commence on
the 5th January, 1957.

(3) Applications approved to date-
Margaret River ... .... 40
Northcliffe -... .... 24

RAILWAYS.
(a) Deductions from Employees' Wages.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:

(1) Under what headings are employees'
orders for deductions from employees' pay
accepted by the W.A.G.R.?

(2) Is it obligatory for an employee to
sign an order for deduction of union dues?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) Provident, Death benefit and en-
dowment funds.

Railway Institute,
Superannuation.
Group assurance.
Hospital and medical benefit funds.
Dwellingup medical fund.
Railway season tickets.
Rent for departmental properties.
Taxation deduction, including stamp

duty.
Commonwealth and State Govern-

ment departments on receipt of
signed procuration order.

(2) Yes.

(b) Use of Trucks, Albany.
Mr. NALDER asked the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Railways:.
(1) Were instructions issued for all

empty trucks in Albany zone to be sent
to Cole for coal?

(2) What number of empty trucks were
sent from the Albany zone to Collie from
the 15th November to the 15th December?

(3) Were any trucks of barley sent from
the Albany zone to Bunbury during the
period from the 15th November to the
15th December? If so, how many?

(4) Were any trucks of oats sent from
the Albany zone to Eunbury during the
period from the 15th November to the
15th December? If so, how many?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) Yes, commencing from the 12th
December, 1956.

(2), (3) and (4) To obtain this informa-
tion before the House rises, it would be
necessary to use the departmental lines
of communications which are heavily con-
gested in handling the Christmas traffic.
The details will be forwarded by letter as
early as practicable.

(c) Closure of Crossing, Gosnells, and
Protest Meeting.

Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Transport:

(1) Has he seen the report in tonight's
issue of the "Daily News" of a meeting
at Gosnells last night in connection with
the closure of two crossings in that dis-
trict?

(2) If so, will he receive a deputation
from those people?
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(3) If he will receive such a deputation,
will he see that instructions are issued
to the Railway Department to refrain
from any further erection of these barriers
pending his decision following the rep-
resentations referred to?

The MINISTER replied:
First of all, Within half an hour or so

of the member for Dale asking his ques-
tions in connection with this matter yes-
terday, I passed the information to the
appropriate officers to see what could be
done. The next point Is that I do not
think the member for Dale could expect
that the Government or any Government
department is likely to be or should be
intimidated by acts such as are reported
in this evening's Paper. In connection
with representations made to me, if the
member for Dale makes an approach In
the normal way. I will certainly give sym-
Pathetic consideration to hearing protests
from a deputation, in addition to which
it is my intention to make a personal
inspection.

EDUCATION.
Millen School, Pupils and Classrooms.
Mr. ANDREW asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) What is the expected increase of

pupils at the new Millen school?
(2) How many new school rooms will

be required to accommodate this increase?
(3) Will these rooms be built and com-

pleted before school starts in 1957?
(4) If not, when is it anticipated that

the additional rooms will be completed?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Eighty.
(2) Two.
(3) No.
(4) It is anticipated that the additional

rooms will be completed by the end of
April, subject to funds being available.

BETING.
BYP. Shop. Willa gee.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for
Police:

(1) Have applications been called for a
starting Price bookmaker's shop adjacent
to the new Willagee Park hotel?

(2) Has a6 starting price bookmaker's
licence been approved for such premises?

(3) Who was the successful applicant?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) The board does not call for appli-

cations for registration of betting premises
or licences therefor. However, three ap-
plications for registration of betting pre-
mises and two applications for book-
maker's exclusive premises licence havebeen received in respect of the area re-
ferred to.

(2) No.
(3) Answered by No. (2).

ZOOLOGICA GARDENS.
Tenders for Tearooms.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for-
Lands:

(1) Has a tender been accepted for thenew South Perth Zoological Gardens tea-
rooms?

(2) If so. who was the successful party.and what Was the amount of the tender-
accepted?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Barnard & Assoclates..t21,372,

SWAN RIVER.
Reclamation, South Perth.

Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

What is the latest Position in respect ofriver reclamation along the foreshore of
South Perth between the Narrows and
Coode-st.?

The MINISTER replied:
The available dredges are committed on,work in connection with the Narrows

bridge and the South Perth project will beconsidered in conjunction with otherdredging work in the Swan River when
the works programme for 1957-58 is under
review.

NARROWS BRIDGE.
Completion Date for Associated Works.
Mr. CiRAYDEN asked the Mtinister for

Works:
(1) Is the Narrows bridge Project pro-ceeding according to Plan, or have any

unforeseen difficulties likely to delay the
completion date, arisen?

(2) What is the present anticipated date
for the completion of-

(a) the Narrows bridge;
(b) the portion of the Perth-Kwin..

ana Highway between the Nar-
rows and Canning Bridge;

(c) the Proposed new beach at Como?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Contract documents Provide forthe completion of the bridge in early April,

1959.
(b) and (c) Present Planning Provides

for the section of road between the Nar-rows and Canning Bridge, together withthe Como beach to be completed at ap-
Proximately the same date.-

PERTH-CWINANA HIGH WAY.
Fencing of N~arrows-Canning BridgeSection.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

Has a decision been made in respect ofthe South Perth Municipal Council's re-quest that the Proposed fence along the
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iPerth-Fiwinana, Highway between the Nar-
rows and Canning Bridge. should not be
-erected until such time as the highway is
in use, and it has been established that
such a fence is necessary?

The MINISTER replied:
No.

MILL POINT ROAD.
Government's Intentions.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

As the volume of traffic on Mill Point-
rd., South Perth, will be greatly increased
when the Narrows bridge is completed,
what are the Government's intentions in
respect of this road?

The MINISTER replied:
The Government has no definite pro-

posals at Present with respect to Mill
Point-rd., as it has not been established
that the Volume of traffic will be appre-
ciably increased when the Narrows bridge
is opened.

FLIES.
New Insecticides.

Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) What new insecticides for use
against household flies are currently being
tested by the Health Department?

(2) Have the tests to date proved suc-
cessful?

(3) Does the Government intend to in-
stitute a spraying campaign against flies
on similar lines to that carried out against
argentine ants, and If so, is he In a posi-
tion to say when such spraying will be
commenced?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The department has tested all avail-

able insecticides likely to be useful against
fies.

(2) These insecticides showed varying
degrees of effectiveness according to the
circumstances in which they were used.

(3) No. Spraying alone is not the
answer to the fly problem. The main ob-
jective in any fly control Programme is
the elimination of breeding places.

TRAFTPIC.
(a) Flashing Lights, Canning Highway-

Thelmna-st. Junction.
Mr. ORAYDEN asked the Minister for

Transport:
(1) When will the new flashing light

system being installed at the Junction of
Canning Highway and Thelma-st. be com-
pleted?

(2) Has there been any change in the
Government's plans in respect of the in-
stallation of traffic lights at the Junction
Of Canning Highway and Mill Point-rd.?

(3) What are the Government's plans
for further safety measures on Canning
Highway between the Causeway and Can-
ning Bridge?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) It is expected that the Push-button
light control pedestrian crossing will be
Completed at Thelma-St. on the 27th De-
cember, 1956.

(2) There has been no change in the
intention to defer action on traffic light
installation at the Junction of Canning
Highway and Mill Point-rd. until an
assessment has been made of the traffic
changes resulting from the opening of the
Narrows bridge.

(3) Further safety measures on Canning
Highway between the Causeway and Can-
ning Bridge will be considered in relation
to other Priorities in the metropolitan area
having due regard to the funds available.

(b) New Type Licence Plates.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the

Minister for Police:
(1) How many of the new type car,

trailer and motorcycle licence plates have
been supplied to the Traffic Department?

(2) How many such Plates have yet to
be supplied under the contract?

(3) What was the contract price of each
type of plate?

(4) What is the price that the depart-
ment charges for each type of plate?

(5) How much of the full cost of the
contract has been met to date?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Motor-vehicle

Trailer ...
Motorcycle

(2) Motor-vehicle
Trailer
Motorcycle

(3) Motor-vehicle
nrailer ..
Motorcycle

(4) Motor-vehicle
Trailer ..
Motorcycle

34,000
.... .... 4,000
.... .... 6,300
.... .... 127,000
.... ... 1,000
.... .... 4,000

per set
s. d.

2 10
18a
2 6

7 0
4 0
5 0

I would like the hon. member to note
that the above prices include handling,
transport and administration costs.

(5) £6,278 Bs. 10d.
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HARBOURS.
Earnings and Expenses. Bunburil.

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Works:
Can he advise as to-

(a) the excess of earnings over work-
ing expenses at port of Bunbury:

(b) the surplus after charging interest
and sinking fund and what
amounts have been paid as--

(I) sinking fund;
(ii interest on loan capital?

The MINISTER replied:
(a) There has been a deficiency of

£237,868.
(b) Tihe deficiency after charging in-

terest on loan capital is £970,481.
Details of interest and sinking fund:

QI) Sinking fund-nil.
(ii) Interest on loan capital,

£732,613.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT.
(a) Jobs in Bridgetown Road Board Area.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What road-making jobs, for which
grant money was allocated in the Bridge-
town Road Board area, were undertaken
by the Main Roads Department during the
year 1956?

(2) How did the actual cost of com-
pleting these jobs, carried out by the Main
Roads Department, compare with the
estimated cost?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Work undertaken by the Main Roads

Department at the request of the Bridge-
town Road Board during the 1956 calender
year were-

Muirs Hill-rd.
Rifle Range-rd.
Blackwood Terrace.
Tweed-rd.
Kangaroo Gully-rd.
Matamattup-rd.

(2) Finality as to cost has not Yret been
reached.

(b) Expediting Answer to Question.
Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked

the Minister for Works:
I would like to ask the Minister a further

question with reference to the cost of Jobs
in the Bridgetown area and inquire if he
would undertake to let me have an answer
to this question as soon as the figures are
available. My reason for persisting with
this matter is that there is a certain
amount of local argument due to difficulties
associated with local government in this
area, and it would clear the air if the in-
formation were available.

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.

COLLIE COAL.
Production and Disposal.

Mr. NALDER asked the Minister for
Mines:

(1) How many tons of coal were pro-
duced at Collie for the periods from the
15th November to the 15th December-

(a) 1956;
(b) 1955;
(c) 1954?

(2) How many tons were railed to the
metropolitan area?

(3) How many tons were railed to other
parts of the State?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Week ended the 20th November,

1954, to the l8th December, 1954:-,5
Deep mines
Open cuts .... .... 27,707

107.863

Week ended the 19th November, 1955, to
the 17th December, 1955:- 6,8

Deep mines
Open cuts .... ... 27,277

90.859

Week ended the 17th November. 1956, to
the 15th December, 1956:-

Deep mines
Open cuts .... .... 8,502

81,118

Figures comprise five weekly periods In
each case, as output figures are suppied
weekly.

(2) and (3) This information will take
some time to gather, and if the bon. mem-
ber cares to visit the Mines Department
after the holidays, the figures will be sup-
plied to him.

ROrrNEST BOARD OF CONTROL
Personnel and Appointment.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Who are the Present members of
the Rottnest Island Board of Control?

(2) When were they appointed?
(3) For what period?
The MISWTER replied:
(1) and (2)-
Hon. L. 7 F Kelly. M.L.A. (chairman)

appointed the 7th August, 1953; E. le B.
Henderson, appointed June, 1933; A. V. R.
Abbott, appointed May, 1947; R. J. Dumas,
appointed August, 1946; Roland Smith,
appointed June, 1951; J. W. Young, ap-
Pointed October, 1950; T Sten, appointed
October, 1951.

(3) An indefinite term of appointment.
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BASIC WAGE.
Quarterly Adjustments and Railway

Freights.
Ron. Sir ROSS McLARTY (without

notice) asked the Premier:
(1) What Is the estimated annual cost to

the Government for each Is. rise in the
basic wage?

(2) In the event of further increased
rises in the quarterly adjustment to the
basic wage, will he give an assurance that
railway freights will not be increased for a
period of at least 12 months?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) 1 have not had time to check the

estimated annual cost to the Government
for each Is. rise in the basic wage but
I should thinik it would be in the vicinity
of £80,000 a year.

(2) Yes, provided the taxation Bills still
before Parliament are passed In an accept-
able form to the Government.

W.A. MEAT EXPORT WORKS.
Killing Charges.

Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

Can he advise if the killing charges at
W.A. Meat Export Works at Hobbs Jetty,
are now on a per head or per lb. basis?

The MINISTER replied:
I would like to have notice of this

question, but as the session will probably
finish tormorrow or today I will make the
Information available to the hon. member.
I do not know of any changes in recent
days.

FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Dropping of Measure.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Premier:.

(1) Would it be right to assume that the
Fire Brigades Act Amendment Bill will not
be proceeded with, seeing that It is on
the bottom of the notice paper?

(2) If so, is It on account of the action
of the Legislative Council which is the
same each year the Bill is sent to that
Chamber?

(3) If so, is there any way in which the
Government can get over the difficulty by
making a representative of the Govern-
ment a nominee representative of the Fire
Brigades Union?

The PREMIER replied:,
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) The suggestion will be investigated.

TRANSPORT.
Reorganisa lion of Metropolitan Services.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Transport:

With reference to my questions yester-
day regarding possible reorganisation of
metropolitan passenger transport, how
and to what extent does he expect the
creation of a metropolitan passenger
transport trust to relieve the deficit when
the gross earnings of the private oper-
ators are less than last year's Government
metropolitan passenger transport deficit?

The MINISTER replied:
First of all, with greater efficiency on

the part of the new trust, if it is estab-
lished, than is the case with the present
operators. Secondly, by administrative
savings because there will be the one ad-
ministration instead of the many In exist-
ence at present. Another point could be
the co-ordinated routing of omnibuses
and a reduction in the amount of over-
lapping that takes place at present.

BILL-LAND TAX ACT AM1ENDMENT.
Returned from the Council as amended

by the Assembly.
BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX

ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of six amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Treasurer in

charge of the Bill.
No. 1.
Clause 5, page 3, line 4-Delete para-

graph (c).
No. 2.
Clause 6, page 3, line 9-Insert before

the word "and" the following para-
graph--

(h) by inserting alter the word "to"
in line thirteen of paragraph (c)
of Subsection (1) the following
words "or held In trust for the
benefit of."

(c) by omitting the words "and occu-
pied or held only for the purposes
of such body" in lines fourteen
and fifteen of paragraph (a) of
Subsection (1).

No. 3.
Clause 8, page 3-Insert a paragraph to

stand as paragraph (d) as follows-
(d) by adding to paragraph (f) of

Subsection (1.) the following sub-
paragraph-

(iv) any widow of a member of
the forces within the
meaning of the Repatria-
tion Act, 1920-1956 (Com-
monwealth Act) or of that
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Act as amended at any
time, or by a widowed
mother of an unmarried
member.

Provided that this sub-
paragraph shall not apply
in respect of land held by
the widow or widowed
mother, the total value of
which exceeds £5,000, so
far as concerns the amount
by which such value is in
excess of £5,000.

No. .4.
Clause 6, page 3--Delete all words after

the word "by" in line 10 down to and in-
cluding the word "Act" in line 13 and
substitute the following: "adding after the
word, "business" being the last word In
paragraph (g) as enacted by section four
of Act No. 40 of 1948, the passage, ", but
the exemption enacted by this paragraph
is suspended for a period of two years
commencing on the first day of July. one
thousand nine hundred and fifty-six."

No. 5.
New clause, page 2-Add after clause 3

a new clause to stand as clause 4.
4. Section three of the principal

Act Is amended by adding after the
word "Act" in line four, the words
"The Commissioner shall furnish to
the Treasurer annually for presenta-
tion to the Parliament, a report on
the working of this Act."

No. 5.
New clause, page 3-Add after Clause 6

a new clause to stand as Clause 7.
7. Section forty-seven of the prin-

cipal Act is amended by Inserting
after the word "must" in Subsection
(2) the words "unless the tax has
already been paid."

The TREASURER: A large number of
amendments were moved in the Legisla-
tive Council to this Bill. The more im-
portant of these were defeated by virtue
of a majority of members in the Legisla-
tive Council voting against them. The
amendments which were approved in the
Legislative Council are not tremendously
important. The Government Is prepared
to accept them and, if in order, I move-

That the amendments be agreed to.
Question put and passed: the Council's

amendments agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
BILL-PENSIONS SUPPLEMENTATION

ACT CONTINUANCE AND
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the Previous day.

HON. SIR ROSS MeLARTY (Murray)
4-2.533: I intend to support the second
reading of this Bill. However, I do think

it is a pity that Parliament is asked to
consider this Bill on the very last day of
the session and I am rather surprised the
Government has waited until this hour to
have the Bill debated.

There has been much agitation for some
adjustment of pensions for former Gov-
ernment employees and, as members know,
that agitation has gone on for many
months, The result was that Mr. Nicholas,
a former Auditor General, was asked to
make a recommendation to the Govern-
ment some months ago and only during
the last day or two has that report been
laid on the Table of the H-ouse.

The Treasurer explained last night that
certain recommendations had been made
by Mr. Nicholas--I do not propose to re-
iterate them-and he told us the main
Provisions in that report were not accept-
able to the Government. In fairness to
the Treasurer he did go on to say that
if the main recommendations had been
accepted, only 812 persons drawing pen-
sions out of a total number of 3,872 would
have received any benefit as a result of
the recommendations of Mr. Nicholas.
That means 3,052 would not receive any
increased pension at all.

This Bill does three things: It continues
the existing supplementation to all pen-
sioners of £1 per week; it increases the
payment for children from 12s. 6d. to El
Per week and extends the life of the Bill
for a further 12 months. Those are its
only provisions. Mr. Speaker, if I were
to take up much time at this particular
stage of the session it could be the means
of preventing this Bill reaching the Legis-
lative Council as soon as we would like,
and might even be the means of losing the
Hill. I do not want to do that.

F'urthermore If we do not pass the meas-
ure, it will mean the pensioners will lose
£1 per week; that Is, the supplementation
which has already been granted. There
will be disappointment amongst pensioners
because they are not receiving any in-
crease at all from the introduction of this
Bill. The advance in the Payments to chil-
dren from 12s. 6d. to £1 per week will not
cost the Government very much because
we know, when pensioners retire at 85
years of age, comparatively few would have
children under the age of 16 years, and
the pension, I understand, is payable only
In respect of children under that age. The
third provision extends the life of this Bill
for a further 12 months.

This matter of bringing to Parliament
fairly frequently the question of adjust-
ments to superannuation payments and
pensions generally is not very satisfac-
tory. When the Treasurer was on this
side of the House and spoke on this par-
titular matter some years ago, he said
then he thought that consideration could
be given to attaching these particular pen-
sion Payments to rises In the basic wage.
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I think that suggestion has something to
commend it. As the basic wage increases,
the pensioner who is on a fixed income,
has to suffer and it is only logical to
assume that he is just as much in need
of some addition to his income as are those
on the basic wage.

I have heard the argument put forward
from time to time over the years, when
we have been dealing with Bills of this
nature, but nothing has ever been done.
The Treasurer explained that he is having
further inquiries made at the present time
into these pensions, although I do not
know by whom. He said a committee had
been set up to further investigate the
whole Position in regard to pensions.

The Treasurer: And in regard to rates
of contribution.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Yes, and I
agree with the Treasurer's statement when
he said last night that the Government
should not have to, find the whole of the
additional amount required from the
Treasury, but those who benefited from
any pension increases would also have to
bear their share by way of increased con-
tributions in order that greater amounts
of superannuation might be paid in the
future. I suppose the reason that Mr.
Nicholas did not recommend that those
in the lower-paid strata should receive any
increase was that the great majority of
them would be eligible to receive payment
from social services, and in that manner
they would considerably augment their
income.

It is rather an unsatisfactory business
at present, that when certain of these re-
tired People receive some increase from the
State, or through the superannuation
fund, they lose it on the social services
side. That is a difficulty we have always
been up against, and I am afraid we have
to accept it. I do not wish to hold up
the Bill. I would like it to go to the
Legislative Council as soon as possible. I
think it is very necessary that the life of
the measure should be extended, and I
support the second reading.

MR. JOHNSON (Leedervllle) [3.1]: I
doi not wish to delay the passage of the
Bill, and I support it, However, I do regret
that it is not ideal. It will be remembered
that the Nicholas report emanated largely
from a motion which I presented to this
'House last year asking for an examination
of State Government superannuation and
related pensions, and I have taken a con-
siderable Interest in the matter. I have
read the Neholas report, which is now on
the Table of the House; and while I feel
that I understand a good deal of it, I
must admit that I do not understand the
lot;, and without examining it against the
relative figures, it is hard to follow at a
single reading.

It had been my hope that a completely
new outlook. in relation to Government
pensions would be adopted and recom-
mended by the inquirer. However, that
did not take place, and the suggestion
which I made that a pensions scheme of a
type which is common in private employ-
ment-that is, the contribution of a fixed
percentage of salary by all employees
without any choice as to whether they
joined it, made as a condition of employ-
ment-would be a suitable method of
handling the contributions side.

in the bank from which I have lately
resigned, we were required to pay 4 per
cent, of our salary into a guarantee and
provident fund, and It was a condition of
employment that we did so. It was also
a condition that on leaving the service at
a certain age-in relation to which there
was some choice-or on account of sick-
ness, one would receive a pension related
directly to the salary on which one re-
tired. The result was that the man who
rose high in the service and had a fairly
high salary, received aL fairly high pension,
but paid for it pretty highly; whereas the
man who did not rise so high, did not
pay so much, and his pension was in pro-
portion to the situation from which he
retired.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: Are those com-
pulsory deductions made from the day a
man joins?

Mr. JOHNSON: Yes. One of the con-
ditions of employment is that one signs
documents related to joining the fund,
which give the bank the authority-rn tact,
it is a limited procuration-to take the
contributions out of salary.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: And they rise
with the salaries?

Mr. JOHNSON: I think It is 4 per cent.
It may -have risen to 4j per cent.; there
were negotiations about it. It was adjusted
in relation to our amalgamation. Before
that, we paid 31 per cent. in the Bank of
Australasia and the Union Bank paid 4J-
per cent. It was adjusted to a joint
4 per cent., but there have been rumblings;
of further changes.

The fund into which the bank employees'
money goes is supplemented by the em-
ployer, just ns the superannuation pay-.
merits in this case are supplemented by
the Government. I would be most keen.
to have the whole attitude in relation to,
pensions closely examined by the people-
inquiring into this matter.

I would ask that such examiners be not.
solely Government servants, because every
Government servant who is related to a
pension scheme has some natural attitude.
either for or against the scheme under
which he operates; and that is a matter
which I feel could be attended to by re-
questing from one of the Associated Banks
or one of the insurance companies to make
available one of its experts-I feel sure It
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would make him available-to explain,
examine and fully exhibit the benefits of
a particular scheme.

When I moved my motion for an ex-
amination of Pension schemes in the
Government service, I indicated-and I1
reiterate now-that there is a source of
friction in the fact that there are a num-
ber of schemes operating with differing
results, and each of them under a separate
Act requiring a separate amendment; and
at times those happen not all in one
session of Parliament, with the result
that anomalies are created.

I hope that the proposed examination
will produce a scheme in which all the
present schemes can merge. It would be
a good idea if the parliamentary super-
annuation fund could come under it as
well. I would like to see it extended to
employees in semi-Government employ-
ment, who are always used in relation
to comparisons and who regard themselves
as Government employees and come, to
a greater or lesser extent, under the con-
trol of the Public Service Commissioner.

One other comment I wish to make is
that the method of the flat rate of in-
crease to eveny pensioner is by no means
the ideal one of providing an increase.
We have the situation that people who
retired quite recently and took pensions
relative to the salaries they earned and
the contributions they made under an in-
flated currency, are drawing much higher
emoluments than people who retired some
y7ears ago from far higher situations with.
in those days, far higher relative values of
-emoluments.

We have, for instance, the position that
a man retiring from a Class "A" school
about this time draws a higher super-
annuation than a director of education
who has been retired for some years. That
does not seem to be right and I feel that
both parties to it consider it is not right.
I would likc to see those anomalies cor-
rected during the next session. I support
the Bill and hope that the inquiry will
be a full one and a quick one, and that
the result will do justice to all concerned.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1956-57.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 19th December, Mr.
Moir in the Chair.

...Vote-Legislative Assembly, £12,980:

HON. A. F. WATTS (Stirling) [3.101:
My contribution to the discussion on the
Estimates on this occasion will be remark-
ably short and will be made now. I think
this is a convenient place to discuss them.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
aware that we have concluded the general
discussion?

Hon. A. P. WATTS: Yes. I think that
this is the appropriate Place to say what
I wish to say. Rarely, if ever, has this
Committee had so little opportunity of
discussing the Estimates in a reasonable
style as is the case this year. I have
never known a state of affairs where the
first item after the general debate, has
been dealt with in the middle of the after-
noon on the day which it has been decided
shall be the last day of the session, and
obviously beyond which day the session
cannot long continue in view of the fact
that Tuesday is Christmas Day.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Leader
of the Country Party will have to con-
fine his remarks to this division.

Hon. A. F. WATTS: This division re-
lates to the Legislative Assembly and its
operations, to which I am referring. That
is all I wish to refer to. I would say in
those circumstances that, as this Commit-
tee is in the position it is, in quite an un-
precedented fashion, the many things I
would like to refer to and upon which I
would like to hear from Ministers of the
Crown, will have to be left unsaid and
unheard; because I do not think it is
practicable, unless we make a complete
farce of this sitting by continuing until
tomorrow afternoon, to deal with the
matter properly, and even then it would
not be very satisfactory. I wish to register
my protest and leave it at that.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Joint House Committee, £22,958;

Joint Printing Committee, £C25,205; Joint
Library Committee, £525; Premier's De-
partment, £34359-agreed to.

Vote-Treasury, £164,500:
Item, Salaries and allowances, etc.

£148,300.
Mr. COURT: What I have to say on this

vote and particularly item No. 1 will be
relevant to practically even' division of the
Estimates. However, in view of our Stand-
Ing Orders, I will address my remarks to
the one Particular item and in replying no
doubt the Treasurer will give an answer
that will be relevant to similar cases in
the other divisions; otherwise I will have
to rise each time such an Item occurs.

I refer here to the item shown in the
dissection of salaries and allowances in the
Estimate column at £148,300, where the
figure for marginal and basic wage in-
creases is shown as £36,278. An amount
of £36,000 odd out of a total of £148,000
odd is a very big Proportion and If mem-
bers examine the similar break-up in the
other divisions, they will find that the
proportion Is in many cases higher al-
though there are instances where it is
lower. In general, however, the proportion
is much higher.
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Incidentally. I have previously been
caught in trying to read Government ac-
counts as they often call items by names
different from those used in commercial
accounting. In this case I have taken the
wording, marginal and basic wage in-
creases, literally to mean that the Treas-
urer Is anticipating that during the year
covered by the Estimates there will be
marginal and basic wage increases to ab-
sorb that sum of money,

Fairly late In December, approximately
six months of the year have now gone and
I know of no public announcement regard-
ing marginal and basic wage increases
which would absorb the proportion shown
throughout the Estimates. Does that mean
that there Is something other than antici-
pated marginal and basic wage increases in
this item? Does it allow for certain ex-
pansions of staff or expenses which are
unpredictable in detail at present, because,
if it does mean that. it would account for
a large slice of the Government's increased
expenditure throughout the Estimates this
year?

The TREASURER: The major feature
in this situation is that of marginal in-
creases. Most members are aware of the
history of such increases in Australia and
particularly as applied to salaried officers
of not only this but alIso of all other Gov-
ernments in Australia, including the Com-
monwealth. Originally, the trade unions
in Australia covering skilled tradesmen put
up a powerful agitation for an adjustment
of the margins for skill. After a long and
expensive battle the Commonwealth Arbi-
tration Court granted the increases sought.

Subsequently salaried officers employed
by all the Governments In Australia began
negotiations with the respective Govern-
ments for the application of marginal in-
creases to them. Finally, a Commonwealth
Arbitration Court conciliation commis-
sioner granted the marginal increases to
salaried officers in the Commonwealth
Government. As I remember it, there was
an appeal against the decision but the
court subsequently upheld the appeal in
full, That meant the application of a
formula to Public Service salaries which
caused them to increase very substantially
and particularly in the higher salary range
groups.

Every Government in Australia has had
to meet two very high marginal increases-,
the first following the decision of the
Commonwealth Conciliation Commissioner
and the second following the appeal judg-
ment. In addition to meeting the actual
increases and applying them to salaries,
every Government in Australia had also to
meet substantial retrospective payments;The figures to which the member for Ned-
lands has referred here cover almost com-
pletely retrospective payments, and, of
course some week by week increases in
margins payable to these officers.

Frankly, I believe that the marginal In-
creases for Government officers went com-
pletely haywire. in other words, I think
the increases in margins for skill for the
higher placed Government officers in all
States and in the Commonwealth have
been pushed to an absurd height. How-
ever, because the decisions were made by
properly constituted industrial tribunals,
no Government had any option in the
matter.

The situation we have today is that the
tradesmen who fought for the increases in
margins and were entirely responsible for
the first upward adjustment after the war
are today getting no benefit at all from the
marginal increases which they received
because since that time there has been.
such a rise in the cost of living that all
the benefits they received have been eaten.
up by increases in the cost of living, for
which they have not been compensated
fully in their wage and salary rates.

So today we have in Australia a situation
where the only people who are showing a
net cash benefit in relation to marginal
adjustments are Government officers in the:
higher salary ranges. The increases which
they have received have been, in my
opinion, fantastic and largely unjustified. I
think the Leader of the Opposition and the
Leader of the Country Party will remember-
a farewell dinner they attended when the
then Public Service Commissioner, Mr.
Taylor, was retiring, and the first mar-
ginal adjustment for State Government
officers had only recently been completed.
At that gathering I said that, In my
opinion, marginal Increases for higher
placed Government officers had already
gone haywire and much higher than was
justified by the circumstances and facts.

Yet the increase in marginal adjust-
ments at that time was mild as compared
with what has happened since. These
more recent marginal adjustments had to
be provided for in the present Estimates,
as well as the retrospective payments, and
the explanation that I have given along.
these lines largely covers the situation to
which the member for Nedlands referred.

Mr. COURT: I thank the Treasurer for
his explanation. Could he give the break-
up between the marginal and basic wage
increases and that between the recurring
factor and the non-recurring factor? There
will be, presumably, a saving in the 1957-58
Estimates as regarding the retrospective
portion?

The TREASURER: That is correct.
Mr. Court: Have you -any Idea of the

figure?
The TREASURER: I have no reliable

estimate but I would say that the retro-
spective payments are very heavy because
they date back for a considerable period.

Mr. Court: Would there be £200,000 non-
recurring?
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-The TREASURER: I think it would be
75 per cent. of whatever the total is and it
could easily reach the figure the ban.
member mentioned.

Vote put and passed.
Votes - Governors Establishment,

£204183; Executive Council, £5-agrecd to.
Vote-London Agency, £27,033:'
Item, Agent General's office, salaries and

allowances, etc, £14,545.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I understand

that before many years our lease of the
present headquarters of the Agent General
In London will be up and I believe certain
improvements are to be made to The
Strand which will mean that part of the
building now oceupied by our agency will
have to come down. As the Treasurer
knows, we are very favourably placed in
regard to our Agent General's office In
London as I think we obtain more rent
from the portion we let than we pay for
the whole of the premises.

However, we will have to look to the
future and get new premises and I1 believe
we will1 have considerable difficulty in
securing as favourable a position as regards
location and also as regards the financial
side. At present we appoint the Agent
General for a three-year period but I think
that is too short a term, and the appoint-
ment has always been one from Parliament
itself. It Is usually a Minister or an ex-
Minister who has had considerable ex-
perience of State activities who is ap-
pointed. r do not think we can expect a
Minister to give up his seat in Parliament
and go to London on only a three-year ap-
pointment.

Mr. O'Brien: It Is very short.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLAR.TY: Yes. Of

course, in the past it has been the custom
to extend the term and most Agent Gen-
erals In London have served two terms.
I would suggest to the Treasurer that the
Government should give some considera-
tion to extending this term from three to
at least five years.

The Treasurer: I think there Is a lot
of merit in that suggestion.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLarty: I was going
to say six years, but it would not give an
incoming Government a chance to make an
appointment.

SMr. Rodoreda: You could make it a five-
year Parliament.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Do not lead
me off the track I I am pleased to hear
the Treasurer say that he agrees with my
-view and that consideration will be! given
to the suggestion during the parliamentary
recess.

The TREASURER: The Agent General
in London Is a very important person oc-
,cupying a position In which he can achieve

a great deal of goad for Western Austra-
lia. When the appointment of a new
Agent General in London is necessary, a
Government always gives careful consid-
eration to choosing a man who is almost
sure to be successful there and because of
that, I think I can see my way clear to
agreeing to the suggestion made by the
Leader of the opposition that in the fu-
ture the appointment shall be for an
initial period of five years and not, as at
present, an initial period of three years.

The present lease of Savoy Rouse, which
Is the building occupied by the Agent
General in London, will expire on the 24th
June next year. We have already been
offered a new lease for seven years at a
rental of £81500 per annum. This is, of
course, a substantial increase in the cur-
rent rental but the current rental is ridicu-
lously low.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty:, There is no
doubt about that.

The TREASURER: We have been f or-
tuniate indeed that it has been at such a
low figure for so long. A firm of valuers
in London were engaged to check on this
new rental and It has advised that it is
very reasonable in the circumstances.
When this new lease comes Into opera-
tion, the rental now paid by tenants, which
is £2,362 per year, will be increased to
£3,790 per year, Therefore, the net cost
of Savoy House to the Government will
be £2,710 per year.

Mon. Sir Ross McLarty: Which seems to
me to be a very reasonable figure.

The TREASURER: I quite agree with
the Leader of the opposition because Savoy
House is very well situated In the City of
London and it gives to our Agent General
and his staff a considerable advantage be-
cause of that fact.

On the other matter raised by the Leader
of the Opposition, I would point out that
the London County Council has developed
a programme for the widening of The
Strand. This would involve the taking
of Sft. of the Savoy House site, but it Is
understood that this proposal has been
shelved In favour of a major proposal to
establish a circus in the vicinity. This
circus proposal Is scheduled to be put into
operation some time between 1961 and 1971.

Mr. Wild: Forward planning!

The TREASURER: It Is indeed forward
planning. There Is some comfort in the
fact that even in the great City of Lon-
don, the great London County Council is
not able to give a more decisive estimate
for the starting of this work than Some-
where between the year 1961 and the year
1971.

Vote put and passed.
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Vote-Public S e r v ic e Commissioner,
£1l7,235:

Item, Salaries and allowances. etc.,
£16,235.

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the esti-
mated expenditure for the administrative
officer for this year has been reduced to
£1,891 as against £E3,682 for the previous
Year and that the estimate for the clerks
has been increased to £9,707 as against
£C8,190 last year. I wonder if the Treasurer
could explain why there has been a differ-
ence in the estimated expenditure for those
two items.

The TREASURER: The new legislation
which was introduced into this Parliament
only a few days ago would have some
bearing in the decrease in the estimate for
the administrative officer. If that legisla-
tion had become operative the amount to
be paid to the administrative officer would
have been for half a year only.

Mr. Roberts: What about the clerks?
The TREASURER: The amount set out

for the clerks would have some relation-
ship to the increase in margins for skill
and retrospective payments for the in-
crease in margins for skill, so although
there was one clerk less last year the
saving in his salary would be more than
counterbalanced by the other factors I
have mentioned.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Government Motor Car Service,
£13,692:

Item, Purchase of cars, £:7,300.
Mr. COURT: This division deals with

the Government motorcar service and
Item 4 has reference to the purchase of
cars. I have never quite worked out how
the Government administers this service.
Is it that the motorcars for individuals
are worked through one agency and that
trucks and the like are operated through
an entirely different agency? Presumably,
this refers to cars only and the establish-
ment which is at the rear of Parliament
H-ouse. I have noticed that in the de-
partmental Estimates £2,600 is the esti-
mated revenue for the sale of Government
cars. I take it that this is the net pro-
ceeds from the disposal of cars, or is that
another item altogether? The actual
operating costs of the Government motor-
car service are Partially reimbursed from
moneys received from other departments
and there is an unabsorbed amount of
£1,369. My two Queries are: Does this
division refer to the whole of the Gov-
ernment's car fleet and does the other item
I have mentioned amounting to £2,000 odd
represent the sale of motor-vehicles?

The TREASURER: The hon. member
has summed up the situation accurately.
The note I have on the matter shows that
older cars are sold or transferred to other
departments as new vehicles are pur-
chased. Officers using private cars on

(1261

official business are paid a mileage allow-
ance fixed by the Public Service Com-
missioner. To officers using cars on offi-
cial business financial assistance is given
through free-of -interest loans, We all
know about that. Strict supervision is ex-
ercised over the Purchase of cars for Gov-
ermnent departments and a great deal of
work is carried out by the Government
garage motorcar pool.

In other words, the Government garage
always carries a number of cars which are
not allocated to any particular offier.
They are held in what is known as the
pool and when a particular officer re-
quires a car for Government business, he
can make a call on the pool and a car is
allocated to him accordingly.

Mr. COURT: The Treasurer mentioned
in the course of reading his notes that
older cars are transferred to other depart-
ments. How does he reconcile that with
the method of operating the Government
car service if, in fact, some of the vehicles
at a certain stage of their lives are trans-
ferred to other Government departments?
Do they then continue to operate as an
independent unit or does the Treasurer
mean that they are merely transferred?

The Treasurer: Yes.
Vote put and passed.
Votes-Audit, £75,412; Compassionate

Allowances, etc., £C631; Government Stores,
£114747--agreed to.

Vote-Taxation, £50,000:
Mr. COURT: This division shows that

the amount that is payable to the Com-
monwealth Government for the collection
of taxes is to be increased from £12,000 to
£50,000. Can the Treasurer enlighten us
in regard to this steep increase and does
this amount relate only to land tax
collection?

The TREASURER: For some consider-
able time the Commonwealth Government
has been requesting the State Government
to make a far greater payment to the
Commonwealth for the services which the
Commonwealth Taxation Department ren-
ders for the State Government. For quite
a~ long time the State Government has
agreed that the payment being made to
the Commonwealth Government for this
service was inadequate, particularly in
more recent years when the cost of ren-
dering the service had increased sub-
stantially. Therefore, some several weeks
ago, following further strong representa-
tion by the Prime Minister to the State
Government, discussions were held be-
tween the Under Treasurer of the State
and the Deputy Commissioner of Taxa-
tion in Western Australia. The purpose
of that discussion was to try to work out
an amended figure which the State would
agree to pay to the Commonwealth for the
services which the Commonwealth Taxa-
tion Department was rendering on behalf
of this Government.
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The amount now paid by the State Gov-
ernment to the Commonwealth for this
service Is £50,000. I think the Common-
wealth Is still treating this State very
leniently. However, it has officially ac-
cepted the offer of £50,000 made by the
State Government. The service covers
the collection of the proceeds from land
tax and vermin tax.

Mr. Court: Does the Commonwealth
supply the valuers?

The TREASURER: I could not say for
sure.

Mr. Court: Presumably they are Com-
monwealth officers.

The TREASURER: I should think the
Commonwealth valuers would carry out
most of the valuations. I do not want to
publicise my frank view on this matter.
I think we were getting a service on the
cheap for a good many years. and the
Commonwealth Is treating us reasonably
today.

Vote put and passed.
Votec-S uperannuation7 Board, £16,190-

arced to.
Vote--Printing, £433,475:

Item, Machinery, type, etc., £217,400.
Mr. WILD: Can the Treasurer inform

us of the reason for the large increase
under this vote? The expenditure last
year on the contingencies was £183,263,
but this year there will be an increase of
£34,137 making a total of £217,400.

The TREASURER: The Government
Printing Works has grown very consider-
ably as a, result of increased work from
the Government. Even Parliament is re-
quiring extra effort from those works as
each year goes by. Furthermore, the Gov-
ernment Printing Works carries out a
great deal of printing work for the Corn-
nionwealth Government. So greatly has
the work of the Government Printing
Works expanded that it is becoming ex-
tremely difficult to carry on its activities
In the present building. The hon. member
might know that a new structure is under
construction near the Subiaco railway
station, and when completed that will
house the Government Printing Works.

The great expansion of work has been
responsible for the increased expenditure.
Naturally, in such expansion which has
taken place, It was necessary to employ
more people, thus incurring a greater ex-
penditure on the salary side, in addition
to which greater purchases of paper, plant
and equipment had to be made. That is
the reason for the increase to the amount
shown In the Estimates.

Mr. Wild: How much of that increased
amount was for capital expenditure?

The TREASURER: I could not give the
answer offhand. The information con-
tained in the short note available here

indicates that in respect of salaries and
wages, an additional amount of £6,475 is
to allow for marginal and basic wages in-
creases and for additional staff. Pro-
vision is made under contingencies and
machinery for additional work for the
Education and other departments, for in-
creased price of paper and other materials,
and the expenditure of £55,000 for
machinery replacements. That, of course,
is one very big item of increase.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Miscellaneous Services, £2,292,487.
Item, Basic wage increases, £ 207,000.
Mr. COURT: Last year the vote was

£450,000, but the amount expended was
nil. This year the estimate is £207,000. is
this the overall figure for the Government
departments, or can it be related to a
particular group of departments? I can-
not fathom the significance of this item in
relation to the other items of basic Wage
increases. I want to know whether an
allowance has been made for increases to
take place for the March and December
quarters which will fall within the finan-
cial year.

The TREASURER: The amount of
£ 207,000 Is provided to meet the cost of
basic wage increases which took effect on
the 29th October of this year. The de-
par tmental Estimates were prepared?- at
that stage. It was not desired that the
figures in each separate department should
be altered. Once one figure is altered,
quite a considerable number of others have
to be altered, so it was decided to put this
item of expenditure in the miscellaneous
services section of the Estimates to meet
the convenience of the situation.

Item, Boy Scouts' Association, £100.

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the esti-
mate for the Boy Scouts' Association com-
pared with the expenditure last year has
been decreased by £100. That associa-
tion should receive £200 this year because
it is a worthy cause, especially in these
days with the prevalence of Juvenile de-
linquency.

The TREASURER: The allocation of
£100 is the normal amount. Last year the
association had some special function the
nature of which I am unable to recollect.
An approach was made to the Govern-
ment by the association to see if it would
make available an additional £100 to help
the association. As a consequence, the
amount paid last year was £100 above the
normal.

Item, Goldfields Aged Welfare Commit-
tee, £3,000.

Mr. ROBERTS: I mentioned in the gen-
eral debate the provision of homes for
aged people in country centres. This item
refers only to the Goldfields aged welfare
committee. Although last year there was
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no vote, this year there is an estimate of
£3,000. Would the Treasurer give the de-
tails pertaining to this vote because other
country centres might take the oppor-
tunity of doing the same as this com-
mittee?

The TREASURER: The committee at
Kalgoorlie and Boulder had been working
very hard to convert a large building at
Kalgoorlie into a home for aged people.
This building was the property of a gold-
mining company. flat company either
offered this building and the land free
to the committee, or agreed to lease it for
a considerable number of years on an ex-
tremely generous basis. That committee
als raised a considerable amount of
money locally for the conversion of that
building into a home for aged people. It
was able to meet the requirements of the
Commonwealth scheme for advancing
money for this Purpose.

The committee made representations to
the State Government to see whether it
would help. As the hon. member would
probably know, a considerable number of
old people who have lived in Kalgoorlie
and Boulder for Years and years would not
leave there unless they were more or less
starved out. As a consequence, a great
number of aged People had to be provided
for. This was indeed a large Project. The
Government thought this was a worthy
effort and agreed to make available the
amount set down in the Estimates.

Broadly, and in reply to the question
asked by the member for Sunbury, I would
say that the State Government would be
very sympathetic indeed in regard to pro-
jects of this kind in other parts of the
State. I would in all fairness have to
say this: The timing of the Goldfids
people in their approach to the Govern-
ment was rather good. They made an
approach before the financial position
really became difficult. They therefore
received a larger grant from the Govern-
ment in connection with this very worthy
project than the Government would find
it possible to make in regard to similar
projects in other parts of the State at the
present time. I would say to the hon.
member and to others that the Govern-
went is anxious to help in the establish-
ment of homes for aged people. We would
much prefer to see homes established In
country places so that people who have
lived in country centres for many years
would continue to remain there instead
of having to come to the metropolitan area
and go into the Home of Peace, the Mt.
Henry Home or some other institution.

Mr. Roberts: Was the allocation made
on a £ for £ basis?

The TREASURER: No. The contribu-
tion by the Government was probably one
quarter of the total.

Item, Historical Society, £50.

Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the vote
last year was £50 and the Estimate this
year is the same amount. I consider that
the amount is very meagre because we all
agree that this society carries out a great
deal of research and is building up records
of the history of the State. If at all pos-
sible, the allocation to this society should
be Increased beyond £50. No doubt the
Treasurer will have some reason for the
small allocation.

The TREASURER: This has been the
amount paid to the society over a period
and I have no recollection of the society
having made representations to the Gov-
ernment for an Increase. In regard to
another association that was mentioned,
I would say that the Government makes
a grant of a certain amount to this
organisation whenever it has a conference
in Perth and delegates have to come from
all parts of the State.

Mr. JOHNSON: I draw the attention
of the member for Sunbury to the Item-
John Septimus Roe memorial Grant. An
examination will show that the society
has received assistance from the Govern-
ment besides this grant which goes to the
society generally.

Item. Kindergarten Union, £26,000.
Mr. JOHNSON: The expenditure last

year was £25,000 and the estimate for
this year is £26,000. Kindergartens per-
form a useful service. All parents and
grandparents appreciate it and wish it
could be extended. Enthusiasts scattered
throughou~t the country have been work-
Ing for years to have kindergartens estab-
lished in various districts. The result is
that in some of the outer suburban and
country areas, there are groups which are
in a position to move for the establish-
ment of kindergartens in the forthcoming
calendar year.

The Kindergarten Union can be re-
garded to some extent as a charitable
organisation and it is appreciative of the
money provided from Government sources.
It has to provide a living income for the
girls who train to become kindergarten
teachers. This costs a good deal of money.
Money is also needed for the payment of
the girls after they are trained; and for
the expenses of the work generally. if
the kindergarten teaching is to expand,
then the income must expand. I trust ways
can be found to help the organisation to
extend into other country districts. One
area which is held up, Pending the availa-
bility of more money, is East Northam.

F'or a long time I have thought It would
not be inappropriate if kindergarten work,
and the expenditure thereon, were trans-
ferred from under the heading of Miscel-
laneous Services and from under the con-
trol of the Education Department in many
ways, to the Department of Health. Kin-
dergarten work has a particular impact
on the health of children-more particu-
larly their mental health. Figures pro-
duced from an American source have
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indicated that children who have been
through kindergarten training are far less
likely to appear in the courts as criminals
or as child delinquents.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: Where did you
find that out?

Mr. JOHNSON: This has come to me
from kindergarten sources-it could be a
kindergarten story. Whilst I was told
the figures were not considered as suf-
ficient to be completely reliable, there
were indications that, with proper kinder-
garten training, a child should have a
better later-life record. It is not illogical
to believe that there is more than a little
truth in that.

The Minister for Education: I think
home environment would be the Important
factor.

Mr. JOHNSON. It is important, but it
Is not always ideal, If the expenditure
could be moved to the health aspect rather
than to the educational aspect, I have
hopes that the Commonwealth-which is
not active In the educational field but is
in the health field-may be persuaded to
assist kindergarten work through that
source.

Mr. Cornell: You could cut out the free
milk.

Mr. JOHNSON: That suggestion could
be examined with a good deal of com-
monsense. There is not much doubt that
the free milk scheme, whilst being ex-
pensive and appreciated by many of the
children, does not appear to be really
necessary.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Occasionally
one hears that the work of the Kinder-
garten Union should be expanded to the
utmost and taken over by the Education
Department or, in the case just outlined
a moment ago, by some other department.
I was wondering whether the Treasurer
could let us know anything about that;
whether he has planned for expanding the
Kindergarten Union, or whether the Gov-
ernment feels that the services of the
kindergarten movement should be taken
over by one of the Government depart-
ments and full financial responsibility
assumed by the Government.

I hope the Government will not assume
whole financial responsibility for it. I have
full regard for the fact that the kinder-
garten movement has a place in the com-
munity but when I think of the finance
that would be required to cater adequately
for kindergarten-age children all over the
State. I am convinced that the financial
task is far too great for the State to bear.
I am not yet by any means convinced that
all children, or even the majority of them,
benefit from a period of years at a kinder-
garten. Some may. but I believe that some
do not. The Treasurer might give us an
idea of the Government's Plan in regard
to the Kindergarten Union.

The TREASURER: The previous Gov-
ernment set up a Royal Commission to
investigate the affairs-particuariy on the
financial side-of the Kindergarten Union.
The two members of the Royal Commission
were Sir Ross McDonald and Mr. Murray
Little, an ex-Director of Education. They
made certain recommendations to the
Government at the time, and the recom-
mendations were followed by the then
Government and they have been followed
since.

I do not think it would be a good thing
for the Government to take over the whole
of the financial responsibility for kinder-
gartens; or for the Kindergarten Union
activities to become incorporated totally.
or even largely, In the affairs of a Govern-
ment department. I1 say this mainly be-
cause in my Judgment it is a good thing
for groups of people in the community to
become interested. in a practical way, in
this type of activity.

In these miscellaneous estimates, mem-
bers will notice that a considerable
number of organisations are helped finan-
cially by the Government. They are
organisations of citizens who carry on the
activities of the groups concerned. It is a
good thing that an activity such as the
Kindergarten Union should be able to
attract the support, financial and other-
wise, of citizens to enable the work to be
carried on.

As far as I know, those who are most
prominent in the Kindergarten Union are
very much opposed to its becoming an
integral part of any Government depart-
ment. They feel that mote elasticity is
required than would be possible if the
kindergartens were to become part and
parcel of a Government department.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson. Would you agree
that if the Government were to take over
the full financial responsibility, It could
be tantamount to reducing the school-
beginning age.

The TREASURER: That may be.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Because pressure

would be brought to bear on you to build
here and there to cater for the children.

The TREASURER: The hon. member
may be right In that regard. Finally, I
say it Is a good thing that we have in the
community movements such as the kinder-
garten movement which are capable of
attracting such substantial voluntary effort.
including financial contributions, from
many people.

Item, Surf Life Saving Association, £400.
Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the vote for

last year was £400 and the estimate for
this year is the same amount.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It is not enough.
Mr. ROBERTS: As the hon. member

says, it Is not enough. These men do a
remarkable Job around the coast of this
State and I think every possible assistance
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not only by Governments but also by the
general Public should be given to them be-
cause they do such sterling work. I trust
that the Treasurer, who has a kindly heart,
will see that in time this amount is in-
creased. Also, could the Treasurer indicate
to me whether there is any possibility, in
regard to the following item relating to
the Torch Bearers for Legacy, of allowing
a further sum of £500 to this body.

The TREASURER: During the last
financial year. and I think probably the
same thing will happen this year, the Gov-
ernment made additional payments in the
interests of the life saving association. For
instance, we assisted the Surf Life Saving
Association to obtain headquarters at the
corner of Wellington and Collin-sts. in the
city, and we also made a special grant of
£700 to the Scarborough Beach Life Saving
Club to assist the club to construct a new
ambulance room. The item of £400 in the
Estimates tells only a part of the story.

In regard to the other Item, I would say
that the donation in question was made
last financial year because a special appeal
was carried out throughout Western Aus-
tralia and a very large sum of money in
total was obtained. The Government is
sympathetic towards this second-mentioned
organisation and we would give sympa-
thetic consideration to any future approach
which might be made on the basis of some
particular special appeal outside the
normal work that is ordinarily carried out
by the organisation.

Item, Bunbury Municipal Council, 23,000.
Mr. ROBERTS: Can the Treasurer tell

me what this item of £ 3,000 is for?
The TREASURER: I am advised that

this was an advance made to the local
municipal council in regard to a special
drainage problem which developed during
the floods of last winter in the Carey Park
area of the Bunbury municipality.

Mr. Roberts: Thank you.
Item. Royal Mint, additional grant.

£80,500.
Mr. CORNELL: I was wondering about

the purport of the word "additional." Is
this additional grant over and above wha
it cost to conduct the mint, which is re-
ferred to somewhere else in the Estimates,
or does it represent the difference between
the cost of conducting it and what is re-
ceived from the Commonwealth? I would
also like to know whether there is any
further rumour in the offing regarding
the closure of this institution.

The TREASUJRER: Under the Royal
Mint Act, the State Government is called
upon annually to find £25,000 to meet the
expenditure of the mint. The excess ex-
penditure for the year is set out in this
item. All receipts from the mint are taken
into revenue and the receipts estimated
for the current financial year amount to
£90,000. Today the mint has two main

functions; one is the smelting of gold re-
ceived from producers and the minting of
coins which is a work carried out under
contract for the Federal Government. I
could add that the mint does not obtain
nearly sufficient work to keep it going at
anywhere near full capacity.

The State Government has made repre-
sentations periodically, the last set of
representations having been made some few
weeks ago to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment seeking from it either a larger pay-
ment for the work done or preferably a
larger amount of minting work to be car-
ried out at Perth. I received a reply from
the Prime Minister on this last-mentioned
matter a few days ago and it appears. uan-
fortunately, that the mint in Melbourne is
in the same difficulty as the mint in Perth;
in other words. Australia appears to have
too many mints and not enough need for
coins to be minted. Consequently, both the
Royal Mint in Perth and the mint in Mel-
bourne are working at only part capacity.
One further point is that the Common-
wealth Government proposes to construct
an absolutely new colossal high-cost mint
at Canberra in the not too distance future.

Item, Swimming pools, assistance for,
£15,000.

Mr. WILD: Would the Treasurer tell
us where it is anticipated that the estimate
for this Year of £15,000 will be expended?

The TREASURER: I think that Nar-
rogin would receive a grant during the
current financial year. A pool was opened
there the other day but some of the grant
which the State Government would pay
to the municipality of Narrogin would be
Paid from the current financial year's
Estimates. I think it also made a smallish
payment in connection with some special
equipment which we provided for the
Kelmscott swimming pool. I think there
is another one in view at Goomalling and
there would be one or two other places in
the State where a start has either been
made on the construction of swimming
pools or the local people have the money
in hand with which to make a start.

It might be that Bullfinch has already
made a start: I know that up to three or
four weeks ago the only hold-up was cer-
tain supplies of water, and I think that
has been overcome. So it could easily be
that we will have to make a payment to
the Bullfinch swimming pool committee
for the current financial year.

Mr. CORNELL: Do I take it that the
Government's policy in connection with
country swimming pools remains un-
altered?

The Treasurer: Yes.
Item, Motor-vehicles, purchased by de-

partmental officers for official use, £10,000.
Mr. JOHNSON: The notation in regard

to this item is "amount transferred to a
trust account for payment of subsidies."



(ASSEMBLY.1

This amount has been recurring in esti-
mates for several years and it would ap-
pear that every year we expand the total
4of the trust account by £10,000. If that
Is not so, what happens to the payments
which the departmental officers make
when paying for their vehicles? I take it
that that Is paid off the trust account. But
then what happens to it? Is it absorbed
Into revenue or does it remain in the trust
account making a circulating fund for this
purpose?

The Treasurer: That is correct.
Mr. JOHNSON: Then I take It that we

have a circulating fund which expands by
£10,000 a year.

The Treasurer: Yes.
Mr. JOHNSON: We must a lo of

Interest in motorcars.
The Treasurer: We do, including those

of members of Parliament.
Item, Rail freight concessions on ex-

port grain stored at depots, £218,000.
-Mr. ROBERTS: I notice that the in-

-crease In the estimate this year Is £158,622.
'That seems a considerable Increase and I
understand that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion is also interested in this item. On
my own behalf and on his behalf, r would
like the Treasurer to explain this in-

.srease.
'The TREASURER: Because of the large

accumulation of grain at country depots
some two or more years ago, and due to
the fact that shipping from Fremantle and
other Western Australian ports was very
slow, it became necessary for the authori-
ties concerned to construct large storage
depots for grain, and one I have in mind
is at Midland Junction. Grain was brought
from country depots and stored at Mid-
land Junction; there were no ships avail-
able to take the wheat away and the depots
in the country were required to receive
the new season's wheat. Consequently the
wheat had to be shifted from the country
depots to some other place and the grain
was shifted to Midland Junction, to name
one place. As the silos at ports cannot
take all the wheat for export, some has
had to be stored at other depots and ac-
cording to the notes there is a small depot
at Iverredin.

The purpose of the subsidy is to reduce
the cost for the journeys to the depot and
from the depot to the Port to the equiva-
lent of rail freight on an unbroken journey.
it is not the fault of the farmers that the
wheat cannot be brought In a single un-
broken journey from, say, Merredin to
Fremantle. If their wheat has to be stored
at Midland Junction it Is not their fault,
and the Government thought they should
not have to pay the additional freight
which Is involved when the wheat is un-
loaded into a special silo and subsequently,
when there is a ship ready at Fremantle

to be loaded, the wheat Is loaded into the
rail trucks and taken to Fremantle. What
we have done is to allow a through freight
to operate and It means that the Treasury
will have to subsidise the Railway Depart-
ment for the difference between a direct
through freight and a broken journey
freight.

Mr. Court: It is the same principle as
the through freight for flour mills.

The TREASURER: Yes.
Mr. Court: Only this one will be non-

recurring.
The TREASURER: We hope It will be.

It is expected that all the season's in-
take will be cleared from Midland Junction
this financial year.

Item, Road transport of fibre--Austra-
lan Blue Asbestos Ltd., £9,100.

Mr. COURT: On behalf of the Leader
of the Opposition I would ask the Treasurer
If he would deal with this item and the
next which are co-related.

The TREASURER: This company which
engaged In production of blue asbestos
fibre at Wittenoom Gorge, faced consider-
able difficulties two years ago mainly be-
cause of a lack of demand for the com-
pany's production. It was thought at one
stage that it would have to cease produc-
tion. The State Government was ap-
proached and we agreed to pay a road
transport subsidy for a period of
twelve months from, I think, October. 1955,
to September this year. We also supported
the company in a similar approach to the
Commonwealth Government and that
Government agreed to pay a similar sub-
sidy.

Several months ago the company suc-
ceeded in obtaining Increased orders from
overseas following on a visit overseas by
the manager of the company's works at
Wittenoom. That increased the orders
obtained by the company and the necessity
for the State to continue paying a road
subsidy disappeared. The payment of the
subsidy ceased towards the end of Septem-
ber of this year and will not apply during
the balance of the financial year.

Item, Road transport of general goods,
Mt. Magnet-Sandstone, £4,200.

Hon. Sir ROSS MvcLARTY: Is not that
one of the lines on which it is proposed to
discontinue the service?

The Treasurer: No. it is already closed.
I think your Government closed that one.

Mr. O'Brien: Yes, definitely.
Hon. Sir ROSS MeLARTY: That ex-

planation is satisfactory.
Item, National Parks Board, £17,500.
Mr. COURT: The amount of this item

has been Increased from £13,000. Could
the Treasurer indicate where it is proposed
to spend the money this year?
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The TREASURER: The extra amount
required for the National Parks Board in
addition to its normal revenues, which are
not set out in the Estimates, is to cover the
maintenance and improvements to Parks
and recreation grounds under Its control.
so the additional expenditure will pre-
sumably be fairly general. This year's
running costs are expected to exceed re-
ceipts by £10,500. In addition, an amount
of over £1,000 will be required for improve-
ments. I think the answer briefly Is that
the additional money set out here will be
applied to the Parks and reserves.

Mr. COURT: The Treasurer cannot
Indicate whether the extra money Is to be
allocated to the Crawley Bay area?

The Treasurer: No, I am afraid not.
Item, King's Park Board, £7,500.

Mr. ROSS HUflTCHISON: The expendi-
ture for the last year was £9,288. Could
the Treasurer give us any information
whether any of this money is being spent
in an attempt to rid the park of the veldt
grass pest? There is great public feeling.
and indeed it has been proved that the
veldt grass is destroying the natural flora.
Could some inquiry or request be made for
a redoubling of efforts to try to eliminate
this pest?

The TREASURER: The reason for the
reduction in the vote is to be found in a
special contribution of £1,788 made last
year to enable a home to be built in King's
Park. I have no information about the
veldt grass and perhaps the member for
Cotteslce could inquire from the channels
open to him.

Item, Payroll tax, £280,000.

Mr. JOHNSON: This amount of payroll
tax to be paid to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is rather excessive particularly
when It is paid from a State Government
which is very hard up to a Government
which is more or less rolling in money. I
would ask that steps be taken at the next
Premiers' Conference to abolish payroll tax
as It affects the State Government.

The Treasurer: I will take this matter
up.

Item-State Brick Works-recoup of
losses, £40,000.

Mr. COURT: There is an Increase of
£10,082 in the expenditure and I cannot
relate it to the accounts of the State Brick
Works, nor can I find the next item which
is aL recoup to the State Saw Mills.

The TREASURER: The loss of the State
Brick Works for the year 1955-56 is re-
imbursed by appropriation from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Mr. Court: I1 see the position now. It
looks as If they recoup It in arrears.

vote put and passed.

Vote-Child Welfare and Outdoor Re-
iief-f428,1 06:

Item, Salaries and Allowances, etc.,
£115,946.

Mr. COURT: I would like to refer to
the Dart of the item dealing with
Stoneville. Could the Treasurer explain
what arrangement the Government has
made with regard to Stonevilie? There
appears to be some confusion in the
statements issued. if I understand
the matter correctly, the Child Wel-
fare Department is in the process of
establishing at Stoneville what will vir-
tually be a detention type of place, where-
as the main establishment is conducted
by the Church of England on behalf of the
Government, or in co-operation with the
Government. The whole position is ob-
scure. Is it an Anglican institution, or a
Government institution, or part Anglican
and part Government?

The TREASURER: The No. 1 institu-
tion-if I might call it that- Is on Church
of England land, and it is managed by the
Church of England. The financial cost Is
shared as between the Child Welfare
Department and the Church of England.
The Education Department operates a
normal school as part of the set-up and
also a technical school and trade school
on the property. The Government pro-
vides a proportion of the capital cost for
the construction of buildings. In addition,
the Government itself will establish a sup-
porting institution close to the Church of
England, No. I Institution, at Stoneville.

The Government will also establish a
closed reformatory, not at Stoneville, but
in another part of the metropolitan area.
There is a joint committee operating with
members representing the Anglican Homes
Board and the Child Welfare Department.
It was intended that the institution, which
is directly under the Church of England
at Stoneville, should accommodate 25
boys. However, the magistrate of the
Children's Court has been so impressed
with the results at Stoneville that he is
sending boys there in large numbers and
in consequence it is intended to increase
the size of the Institution and its enrolment
capacity. Much of that work has already
been done with the result that today ap-
proximately 51 boys are being cared for at
Stoneville.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Public Works and Buildings,

£l,1110,03 0:
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

J. T. Tonkin-Melville) [4.45): To deal
adequately with the activities of this
department would take more time than
I feel I am justified in utilising at this
stage of the session. members are entitled
to have some information about the
Revenue Estimates covering the various
departments under the control of the Min-
ister for Works and Water Supplies.
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We have, first of all, the Public Works
Department which will show a loss for the
financial year. The Metropolitan Water
Supply Department will show a profit; and
the State Electricity Commission will show
a profit. The Main Roads Department,
which is not a trading concern in any
sense of the tem, carries out work for
which finance is available. The Public
Works Department must show a loss under
the most favourable circumstances for the
reason that the major part of its expendi-
ture is outlayed on, first of all, providing
public water supplies in country districts
under difficult and expensive conditions,
and secondly, it is obliged to meet heavy
maintenance costs on public buildings.

The country water supply section of the
department finds extreme difficulty in
being able to finance its operations be-
cause a maximum rate is imposed and
even if all districts were rated on the
maximum and we had full collections, the
sums obtained would not be sufficient to
pay the cost of operating the system and
substantial losses are therefore incurred
in connection with this department.

I might say in regard to country water
supplies, that excellent progress has been
made during the past 12 months. This is
more particularly through loan expendi-
ture, but it is general practice to deal
with activities financed by loan and to
indicate what is proposed in the future,
even though the costs of such works Will
.not be defrayed from revenue. During
'the past year the water was turned on
at Narrogin after a long period of waiting,
extending over many years. The reticula-
tion in that town is not yet satisfactory,
but, as funds become available, that posi-
tion will be remedied. The new Cunder-
din pumping station was put into service,
Kellerberrin station was completed and
the Goldfields water scheme was extended
to Kondinin. New plant was provided for
Barbalin, and the laying of the North Kel-
lerberrin main was commenced, and the
member for Mount Marshall will be pleased
to know the good prospects for early com-
pletion.

Mr. Cornell: They have done a good job
there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There-
fore wre are utilising the major portion of
funds in connection with country water
supplies and in that regard fulfilling the
undertaking given that first priority in
the Public Works Department would be
the expansion of country water supplies.
An examination of our Loan figures will
indicate that is being faithfully carried
out. So much so that this year we propose
to spend a greater sum than will be avail-
able to the State Government from the
Commonwealth Government on the £ for £
subsidy.

A request was made to the Common-
wealth that it should not adhere to the
limit which it imposed upon us regarding
the annual allocation, and that it exceed

that limit providing the State spent a
greater sum itself. The Commonwealth
would not agree to that. When it allocated
the £2,000,000 special grant, it said that
some of that money could be utilised in
connection with country water supplies,
but it declined to extend its subsidy for
the year to an amount greater than that
which it had already indicated.

That means that some of the money
which the State will spend this financial
year will not be subsidised by the Z for
£ Commonwealth subsidy. It will be re-
couped next financial year, it Is true, but
to the ex'tent that we exceed the amount
agreed upon, then the amount which the
Commonwealth will make available next
year will be so reduced. We will be called
upon, if we want to zmain Lain the same
rate of progress next year, to spend a still
greater amount of loan funds on the
scheme than we have been obliged to do
this year.

It is regretted that Commonwealth policy
is such as to restrict the work of the
scheme to that extent. However, I am
grateful indeed for the assistance provided
and do not quarrel with the Common-
wealth if it is advised that is the way In
which it ought to be done. Unfortunately,
the fact remains that we could accomplish
more work on the comprehensive scheme
this year than will be the case, because
the Commonwealth has limited the
amount of its annual contribution.

Mr. Ackland: Can you tell us how you
are getting on with the Cunderdin-Minni-
vale section?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
say this. So far as I can recollect an order
has been placed for the necessary steel so
that when we are in a position to go
ahead we will not be held up. I understand
that is the position.

Mr. Ackland* Is It anticipated next
financial Year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
not like to answer that question now be-
cause it is not wise practice to anticipate
anything when large sums have to be
found for the purpose. It is far better to
wait until we reach the stage whiere we
want to embark on the work and are in a
position to start.

Mr. Ackland: They have been waiting
nine years now.

Mr. Corne]2l: The expectation is one-
half this year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not want to make the member for Moore
too optimistic in regard to this matter.
It is better to tell him as I did the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall that there are good
prospects rather than say an early com-
pletion is anticipated. An extension of
the reticulation of farm lands south of
Merredin has been proceeded with. A new
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reservoir was constructed at Kalgoorlie,
and substantial funds were provided for
the enlargement of the goldfields main.

The Bridgetown water supply has been
augmented and the major scheme from
Millstream is nearing completion. The
pipe has been laid from Millstream to
Bridgetown and early in the new year we
expect to have all the pumping gear in
position and be able to open the scheme
officially. That will mean that the re-
quests of the people of Bridgetown over
many years will at last have been met .

When this Government came to office
the people of Bridgetown demanded that
within a short timne-a matter of hours, I
think-I should attend a public meeting
there in order to discuss the serious water
position. The member for Blackwood will
recall that when I went down, I indicated
that the financial position was extremely
difficult, that the position at Bridgetown
was thoroughly appreciated, and that when
funds became available, steps would be
taken to provide a supply. I am pleased
to state that we were able to make a start
fairly quickly after that, and at long last
the people of Bridgetown have Practically
got their supply of water. Other schemes
which the Government has been providing
have been at Tambellup, Cranbrook and
Mt. Barker, while the wall of the Welling-
ton Dam is being raised in order to pro-
vide very considerably increased storage.

Urgently needed Improvements and ex-
pansion of many other public supplies
have been carried out during the past year.
The Wellington Dam project is the major
irrigation work in which the department
has been engaged. Loan funds have been
provided for a continuation of this im-
portant undertaking and concreting work
will commence early in the new year.

It is pleasing to report that the revenue
under the heading of "Country Areas
Water Supply Scheme"-that is, the com-
prehensive scheme-is on the increase.

The revenue last year exceeded the anti-
cipated figure. There is a deficiency in
rates against all expenditure on water
supply schemes, including operating
charges and sinking fund commitments.
This deficiency posed a very real problem
for the Treasurer and that is the reason
why It has been necessary to review the
rates this year in order to try to bring
the revenue closer to the costs of operating.

Our expenditure on public works and
buildings, as with the revenue and ex-
penditure item, remains almost identical
with last year's figure. Increased expendi-
ture Is to be incurred in repairs to the
seawall at Fremantle and the Govern-
ment's decision to erect beacons for the
inner harbour at Geraldton, and the re-
moval of the viaduct and breakwater.
These repairs will be done from revenue
funds. These are items distinct from
expenditure from loan funds but are not
unworthy in that respect-

I would like to say a word or two of
commendation to the Principal Architect
and staff for the excellent standard being
achieved in connection with public build-
ings. The recently opened State Govern-
ment Insurance Office building, which was
erected by the Public Works Department
with its ordinary staff, is a fine example
of what can be done by the men of this
department, and the excellent work of Mr.
Clare has been recognised. He was
awarded during the year the R.I.B.A.
Bronze Medal in connection with the
nurses' home at the King Edward Mem-
orial Hospital. The previous award of
this medal was made in 1937; and on that
occasion, too, it was won by the Principal
Architect, Mr. Clare. That is indicative of
the standard of work being carried out
by the architectural branch of the Public
Works Department.

Hon. Sir Ross Mabarty: Do you think
that the difficulty which seems to face us
with regard to shortage of loan funds will
enable us to maintain the standard of our
public buildings?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course we have to cut our coat according
to our cloth and in recent times we have
bad to give consideration to the adoption
of a different style of architecture, par-
ticularly with regard to our school build-
ings, in order that our money will go
further. In this connection an officer was
sent to the Eastern States to observe the
type of buildings being erected so that we
might take advantage of the knowledge
and modify our plans to suit this State.

But we have to be very careful that we
do not sacrifice altogether a good standard
for cheapness, because the children who
attend our schools are entitled to decent
classrooms and school buildings. I agree
that some of the buildings which have
been erected have been more magnificent
than we could really afford; so it becomes
a question of putting up buildings the
State can afford to have and not those
which it would lie to have. if we utilise
most of our money in erecting buildings,
we would like to erect, there would be
fewer buildings, and a lot of places would
go without, which would not be good
policy at all.

In relation to metropolitan water supply,
mention should be made of the excellent
progress with the pipe-head dam on the
Serpentine River. This dam has actually
been completed and substantial expend-
iture will now be incurred on the progress-
ive construction of the large trunk main
from the dam to Victoria Park.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: H-ow Is that
progressing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Excel-
lently. It is going ahead according to
schedule.

Hon. Sir Ross MoLarty: How much has
been done?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I could
ilt say the exact mileage, but is is con-
siderable; and I am glad to say we have
been able to maintain the schedule set
down for the construction of that line.

Hion. Sir Ross Mebarty: There has been
-no shortage of pipes or materials?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. We
-were careful to place orders for steel many
months ahead so that we would not under
any circumstances be held up because of
a shortage of pipes. We have been obliged
occasionally to make arrangements with
the firm supplying the pipes to help us out
with regard to payment. It has been satis-
fied to do that to some extent, and our
ordering ahead enabled us to ensure that
pipes- were available when we wanted them.
We will continue to follow that policy.

As the result of the provision of sub-
stantial loan funds, the department was
able this financial year to complete the
Lake Thompson to Fremantle trunk main.
This larger feeder main is required to
maintain a reasonable supply of water to
the extensive area between South Pre-
mantle and Canning Bridge. A tremend-
ous amount of building has taken plate in
that area, with the result that the existing
water supply system could not cope with
the demand, and many people in Hilton
Park and Melville suffered very great in-
convenience last year and during this year
when we had warm weather, because there
was not suffcient water going through the
pipes to enable everybody to obtain a
supply.

I had complaints from some persons
that it was impossible to get a cup of water
at certain times in the evening of a hot
day. We took steps to remedy that by
putting in the Lake Thompson to Fre-
mantle trunk main. That main was com-
pleted a. few days ago, and I am now ad-
vised that the pressure of water in the
area Is thoroughly satisfactory.

Suffcient funds have been set aside for
the completion of the main reticulation
of R1oleystone for the current year. The
Morley Park feeder main was completed
last financial year and progressive sub-
sidiary reticulation is being carried out at
present. So it can be seen that the pro-
vision of water supplies is being actively
looked after both in the country and in
the city; and while some people who live
in the country have been inclined to be
critical of expenditure in the city, we have
had people in the city who have been
critical of expenditure in the country.

However, the emphasis has been on
country water supplies, and we determined
very early in the piece that if it became
a question of competition between one
scheme and another for either funds or
steel, preference would be given to the
country. That has been adhered to; and
in no circumstances has any work for the

country been held up in any way because
money or steel has been allocated to the
city.

We have been able to maintain In coun-
try districts an accelerated pipe-laying
programme, which is the fastest that has
been carried out in any year of the State's
existence. We are maintaining that and,
at the same time, providing facilities in
the metropolitan area to meet the row-
ing demand. Unfortunately, we will, with-
out doubt, have restrictions in the metro-
politan area this year if there is hot
weather, because our conduits are not suf-
ficient to bring into the system water
which is stored in the hills. I have ex-
plained before that it would not be eco-
nomical to duplicate the conduit or en-
iargc - -"~ the existing storage, and the
only sounwa to remedy the situation is
to provide more storage with separate re-
ticulation; and that is what is being done.

With the large main comning in from the
pipe-head damn on the Serpentine to Vic-
toria Park, we are going a long way to
remedying the situation; but we will not
be able to do it this year, and therefore
will still have to impose some restrictions,
though I do not expect they will be severe
or comparable with those imposed every
year in the other States.

Drainage has been an important ques-
tion during the year. It is something
which has not been attended to in past
years because funds have not been avail-
able, and also the problem was not high-
lighted as it has been during the last two
years because of the heavy rain. fluring
two successive very wet winters we had
a high lift in the watertable, with the
consequence that a number of people were
seriously inconvenienced, and the presence
of a great deal of -surface water led to
complaints and publicity which focussed
attention upon the problem.

It has always existed and the need for
drainage has always been present. But
that need was high-lighted this year be-
cause of the circumstances I have men-
tioned. It had been hoped that in the
money to be obtained from the Common-
wealth by means of a special grant, there
would have been sufficient to permit of an
extensive drainage programme being
undertaken; but as the amount was only
half of what we sought to obtain, the pro-
gramme which we proposed to carry out
had to be considerably curtailed. But
some work Is being done of which pictures
have appeared in the newspapers from
time to time.

Increased financial provision has been
made to cope with acute flooding condi-
tions in the Bentley Park, Welshpool, Vic-
toria Park and Carlisle areas. If funds
can be made available, drainage work will
be proceeded with In other districts from
time to time.

Mr. May: What about Collie?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I heard
the member for Collie pipe up on behalf
of his constituents. Drainage in the
country will not be overlooked, either.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: I will pipe up
for my district, if It will do any good.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Leader of the Opposition has done pretty
well. With regard to the Main Roads
Department, the expenditure and the
mileage of roads receiving bituminous
treatment in the last year created an all-
time record. The work force employed by
the department was also the highest on
record during the postwar period. So
members can see there is considerable
activity in that department. One of the
factors contributing to the increased
amount of work which it was possible to
do was the availability of bitumen from
the new Kwinana refinery. Because the
department was able to secure bulk bitu-
men supplies at a reduced cost, it obtained
a much greater quantity for the amount
It could spend and was able to do a, lot
more of that type of work.

I1 consider that the North-West has had
excellent treatment and the department
has planned large-scale expenditure for
roads in that area. The contributory
scheme has been a great success, and I
thank the local authorities for their co-
operation with the department in this
connection. As local authorities have
come to appreciate the value of this
scheme, the demand for funds has steadily
increased.

Financial provision has been made for
the construction of roads to serve the new
land settlement areas, including that to
be developed in the Esperance district by
the Chase syndicate. The Main Roads
Department has always resisted the appli-
cation of petrol funds to roads in built-up
areas and money has never been provided
for metropolitan streets of a domestic
character and although some people are
under the impression that portion of our
funds is allocated for the construction of
roads in the metropolitan area, that is not
so. We do not construct roads of a dom-
estic character in the city proper.

Mr. Court: What do you describe as "of
a domestic character"?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Roads
which we regard as the responsibility of
the local authority. The roads In the city
are the responsibility of the Perth City
Council and those in the Fremantle dis-
trict are the responsibility of the Pre-
mantle City Council and we do not
allocate funds for that purpose with the
exception that where a main road passes
through the area of a municipality and a
case can be made out to show that a large
proportion of the traffic on it is foreign to
the locality, some financial assistance is
made available. Apart from that, we ex-
pect the local authorities to look after
their own roads.

Mr. Court: Would St. George's Terrace
come within the exception?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It gets
no money from the Main Roads Depart-
ment.

Mr. Court: I take It Stirling Highway
would come under the provision you men-
tioned?

The MInISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. I
Wish finally to refer to the construction
of the Narrows bridge. There has been
considerable criticism from time to time
about that proposed work, Its location, the
approach roads, how It is to be financed,
and so on. My reply to the critics is to
wait and see. Nobody need be worried
about the way it Is being financed. It Is
quite a legitimate expenditure of main
road funds and each year an amount Is
being set aside In a trust fund so that It
will be possible to pay for the bridge when
it is being constructed.

From time to time it has been asked
whether this is to be a toll bridge. Care-
ful consideration has been given to that
question and while no decision has yet been
made, the Indications are that it will not
be a toll bridge because it is a bridge
urgently needed to relieve the serious con-
gestion on the Causeway and if it were
made a toll bridge, it is probable that many
people who would otherwise use it, would
continue on and use the Causeway, which
is not a toll bridge, with the result that
the congestion on the Causeway would
largely remain.

That will probably be one of the most
important factors in the consideration of
whether the Narrows bridge should be a
toll bridge. I know that it is the practice
on the continent and In America to build
bridges and pay for them in that way, but
for the reason I have given, I think there
is a strong argument against it being likely
that the Narrows bridge will be a toll
bridge, although I emphasise that no final
decision has yet been made.

Mr. Court: Are you satisfied that you
will be able to handle the traffic off that
bridge without the link road?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
satisfied that we will provide the link road
sufficiently early to avoid any problem as
the result of the construction of the bridge.
At this stage I am not sure we can do
without the link road for two years or three
years, but we do not wait until a thing
happens before we move. It will be ob-
vious to the department what steps should
be taken in regard to the road and they
will be taken in time. Work is already
being carried out on the planning of the
road and the preliminary steps in regard
to the resumptions that will be necessary
so that the bridge may be constructed.

Mr. Court, Would you say that any part
of the link road would coincide with the
opening of the bridge?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
present it does not appear so, but the
bridge will not be ready for another two
years and during that time we will have
more information to enable us to decide
that question. We can construct a road
in a short time, whereas it takes years to
,bulld a bridge.

2Mr. Court: Except that you have to
get the tenants out.

The MINISTE FOR WORKS: We can
get them out in 12 months.

Mr. Court: It will not be an ordinary
road, but a major engineering job.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will be
a big road but not beyond the capacity of
the Main Roads Deatme. .DLL on.ruct,

Mr. Court: I have no doubt it is within
its capacity but whether the Govern-
ment can afford it is another thing, and
in the meantime there will be another
major traffic problem on your hands.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We do
not think we will have any traffic problem
greater than we have now in connection
with the Causeway, which is a real head-
ache at times. If our progress is main-
tained, in two years the situation on the
Causeway will be serious but by then we
expect to have the Narrows bridge. I do
not anticipate that any problem approach-
Ing the seriousness of that on the Cause-
way will arise in regard to the northern
link road leading off the Narrows bridge.
I can understand the hon. member's in-
terest in this vital matter but the depart-
ment is fully alive to the implications and
I think it can be relied on to take the
steps necessary to see that proper pro-
vision is made in good time.

MR. WILD (Dale) [5.23): I think it is
nearly time that the department or the
Government sent someone overseas to dis-
cover how drains are dug. I believe that
in Western Australia we have the most
primitive system of digging drains in the
world, with the exception of primitive
countries such as Libya and Eritrea. If
the Government will not do that, let us
hand over the digging of the drains to
private contractors as I feel certain they
would then be done for half the present
cost or less.

Last year I endeavoured to get an answer
regarding the labour cost for putting
down the drain to take the pipes from
Albany Highway to the Royal-st. bridge.
I think the estimate was £6,500 but the
position was so bad that people in the
district called me out to look at what was
going on no less than on three occasions.
I do not blame the men because if they are
allowed to lean on their shovels all day,
the fault lies with the man at the top,
but the waste that goes on is fantastic and
colossal. I am convinced that if the
drains were dug by modern methods

thousands of pounds per year would be
saved to the State and that saving could be
utilised to put down more water services.

Mr. May: Are you talking about the
highway? They have a mechanical shovel
there.

Mr. WILD: I have seen it working but I
am referring to small jobs where men with
shovels are trying to plough through the
mud to dig drains to take the pipes, I
appeal to the Government to give consid-
eration to what I have proposed.

MR. I. W. MANNING (Harvey) (5.27]:
During the general debate on the Estimates
I raised the question of irrigation and
drainage and the relation of cost to the
revenue received. I requested the Minister
to investigate why the operating cost was
so high and what items contributed to that
cost. I would be interested to know
whether the Minister has that information
now because I think the operating costs
in relation to irrigation would be mainly
wages and maintenance on channels.

if there is a great deal of maintenance
involved, consideration should be given to
cement-lining the present earth channels.
If the figure presented to us today as the
actual operating cost seems likely to re-
main or increase, the only way to reduce
it is to reduce the cost of maintenance and
as there are many miles of earth channels
on which maintenance must be much
higher than it is on the cement-lined
channels, money might well be spent in
cement-lining existing earth channels.

Without doubt there is a wide margin
between the revenue received from the
rates, which are regarded as high, and the
actual operating costs, which, in regard to
drainage, appears to be about £70,000. I
think that figure warrants a close investi-
gation of the operating costs, and the same
applies in regard to irrigation. Many
farmers at present are rated in respect of
drainage on creeks and rivers which need
no maintenance at all. As these rates are
increased, so the farmers, whose properties
adjoin creeks and rivers, become very con-
cerned because they cannot see where this
money is going. I would like the Minister
to tell us what builds up this high figure
representing the operating costs incurred
on drainage and irrigation.

MR. ,JAMIESON (Beeloo) [5.31): I ap-
preciate what the Minister is attempting
to do in regard to drainage in my elec-
torate, but I again ask him to give con-
sideration to a problem that has been
raised by me on several occasions, and that
is the provision of a drain through what
is known as Seer's property on the corner
of Francisco-st. and Belmont Avenue. The
Minister knows that this is a bottleneck
between the Kewdale and the South Bel-
mont areas. Without the assistance of the
Minister to carry out this work, the Bel-
mont Road Board is almost powerless to go
ahead with the task on its own.
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I notice that the amount to be spent on
drainage in the Victoria Park-Carlisle area
is £80,000. This, of course, will be to the
benefit of my constituents as well as of
those in the Victoria Park district. How-
ever. the drainage Problem in Victoria
Park and Carlisle is fairly recent, with the
exception of its effect on a few houses, but
the drainage problem that prevails in the
Kewdale-South Belmont area Is one that
has been very acute for many years.

The drain in that area was originally
built during the depression years through
private property and the estimate to Put
the drain in order is some £8,000 odd. If
this sum could be made available to over-
come the drainage problem in that area
and a further sum could also be spent on
drainage in the Middle Swan electorate,
this would greatly enhance the prospect of
getting rid of some of the surplus water in
my electorate.

I know the Minister is sympathetic in
regard to this problem, but when one sees
an amount of £80,000 odd being spent in
an area where the local authority has never
been keen to co-operate in overcoming the
drainage Problem, and from which no
assistance has been forthcoming, and com-
pares its attitude with the local authority
that has been anxious to help itself for
some time but which has received no funds
for drainage, the answer is hard to find.

Also, the Minister Said that no final
decision had been made on whether the
new bridge across the Narrows would be-
come a toll bridge. I suggest to him that
the principle of charging a toll could be
left well alone. The experience of Queens-
land in regard to the Storey bridge on
which a toll is charged, should convince
this Government that people will not use
a toll bridge if there is any other bridge
available for them to cross. In Sydney, of
course, thj people are compelled to use
the toll bridge, but in Brisbane the
majority of motorists in North and South
Brisbane will not have a bar of the toll
bridge, and naturally they skirt around
it and use some other approach when it Is
available.

If the new Narrows bridge is made a
toll bridge, I am sure that there will be
many drivers of vehicles-especially those
of commercial vehicles-who will be in-
clined to use the Causeway rather than
cross over the Narrows bridge. However,
if the bridge is to be built it should be
used to the maximum capacity to relieve
the congestion on the Causeway. There-
fore, I hope the Government will keep in
mind the experience of the Queensland
Government and forget all about a toll
but will endeavour to raise the revenue in
some other way from the motorists. It is
more desirable to collect the revenue from
all concerned than to try to collect it from
only those who use the bridge.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) 15.37]: 1
wish to ask the Minister a question on the
reticulation of water from the Wellington
Dam to Bunbury for domestic and indus-
trial use. Early in the session I asked him
a question in relation to this matter and.
from memory, he indicated that pre-
liminary investigations were being made
and that ultimately plans would be drawn
up for this scheme.

Mr. May: You can have the whole dam
so far as I am concerned.

Mr. ROBERTS: As far as certain areas
in the South-West are concerned. I be-
lieve this is an important matter. In time,
I feel confident there will be great indus-
trial growth In Bunbury and no doubt in-
dustry, as the years go by, will require
considerable quantities of water. Looking
ahead, I consider that the provision of a
main from Wellington Dam to Bunbury
would be the only way by which the
enormous quantities of water required
could be supplied. If the Minister has any
comments to make in relation to that I
would like to hear them.

Item, Sundry, marginal and basic wage
increase, £105,000.

Mr. COURT: I would like some informa-
tion from the Minister regarding this item.
This is a matter I brought before the
Treasurer when we were dealing with the
Premier's Department estimates. The
Treasurer explained that a big proportion
of the amount is retrospective and will be
non-recurring. However, this amount of
£105,000 out of a total of £830,000 seems
to be an even higher proportion than the
amounts shown against some of the other
departments, because it represents about
121 Per cent. of the total. Can the Mini-
ster give us some indication as to why
this item is so high? Is it because it re-
flects the high marginal increases through-
out his department, particularly in the
higher brackets, or is it because of some
other circumstance?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: it will
be appreciated that the marginal increases
did not apply immediately because they
were not determined and provision for
them in this financial year had to be made.
They were not a Cost against the depart-
men for the previous year because they
had not then been awarded. There will
not be a recurring expenditure to anything
like the same extent as this, although it is
anticipated that there will be further in-
creases. This item relating to basic wage
increases is the actual amount the depart-
ment has been called upon to find over
and above what the wages bill would have
been if the increases had not been
awarded.

Mr. Court: Part of it is current and
part is retrospective pay?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so, and the ratio would work out at about
50-50. It is impossible to estimate exactly
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what the expense is likely to be in the
next twelve months, but this very substan-
tial item, which has no counterpart In the
expenditure of last year covers the mar-
ginal increases which become operative
during the financial year and they cover
a very considerable period before the
actual award was made. Upon reflection,
I would like to correct the statement I
made about the ratio between the two
amounts being 50-50. It would be more
like 30 per cent. for the payment of the
current amount and 70 per cent. due for
retrospective pay.

Item, Insurance on motor-vehicles,
E4,300.

Mr. COURT: This covers Insurance on
motor-vehicles and I notice that there is
an increase provided for, presumably for
the vehicles In the Minister's department.
Could he tell us whether this is due to an
increase In the Insurance rates or an in-
crease In the number of vehicles to be in-
sured?

The Minister for Works: It represents
a little of each.

Mr. COURT: I raised the point merely
to show how expenses snowball. It could
be due to a little of both, as the Minister
has said, and when a new vehicle or an-
other employee Is added to the establish-
ment, all sorts of expenses follow.

Item, Rents for office accommodation,
mining registrars' quarters, school build-
ings, etc., £46,300.

Mr. COURT: In regard to this item I
notice that there is an increase of £24,621
in the estimate which is more than double
the expenditure for last year.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
creased amount is to provide for additional
tenancies in the new State Insurance
Offlic building and the increases in rentals
to be expected. It is also to provide for
possible additional tenancies elsewhere in
departmental buildings. The actual ex-
penditure for 1955-56 was £21,679 and the
estimate for this year is £46,300.

Item, Maintenance works, as may be re-
quired, including maintenance of dredges
and barges, mooring buoys, jetties, dock
embankments and general maintenance of
harbour and river works, £32,270.

Mr. COURT: Could the Minister give
us some details of the increase in the
estimate of £15,002 over the expenditure of
last year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
item covers a pretty lengthy list. The ex-
penditure is in respect of facilities in the
Swan River and include spit posts, beacons
and lights. The expenditure on this item
was £135 last year and the estimate for
this year is £400. Swan River walls gen-
erally cost £19 last yea but the estimate
for this year is £1,000. Provision is also

made for Swan River pollution investiga-
tions, algae clearance, etc. The Investiga-
tions last year cost £138 and the estimate
for this year is £300; while the cost for
algae clearance was £615, and the expen-
diture anticipated this year is £1,500.

The dredging of Barrack-st. jetty will
cost £1,980 this year whereas last year
there was no cost at all. Repairs to Bar-
rack-st. jetty cost £1,196 last year and It
Is anticipated that the expenditure this
year will be £2,050. Maintenance of slip-
ways at Eusselton, Geraldton, Albany and
Mandurah cost £238 last year and the an-
ticipated expenditure this year Is £1,000.
The repairs on the sea wall at Fremantle
last year was nil, but the anticipated ex-
penditure this year is £9,200.

Mr. Court: Is that due to a special case
of erosion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: YZes.
The maintenance cost of Fishmarkets
Jetty was £876 last year and the antici-
pated expenditure this year is £1,200. In
Geraldton, considerable expenditure will
be undertaken this year on the beacons,
on removal of the viaduct and on break-
water repairs. Nothing was spent last year.
but the anticipated expenditure this year
is £600 for the beacons, £4,500 for the re-
moval of the viaduct, and £5,000 for break-
water repairs. This item also includes ex-
penditure for the cleaning of the Avon
River. There was no cost last year on
hydrographic surveys but the anticipated
expenditure this year is £1,000. The esti-
mate also includes £1,540 for miscellaneous
items.

Mr.' JAMIESON: In view of the fact
that many facilities are provided on the
river such as spit Posts. etc., for the guid-
ance of commercial as well as pleasure
craft, does the Government recoup any
of this expenditure from the users of the
wvater course?.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
amount expended is comparatively small
and is regarded as an expenditure in the
public interest.

Item, Bunbury harbour maintenance,
dredging, £1,000.

Mr. ROBERTS: Between the main jetty
structure and the breakwater at Bunbury,
a pile loading jetty was recently con-
structed, but it will not be used any further
to convey piles to the end of the main
Bunbury jetty. I asked questions in regard
to converting this pile loading ramp into
a fisherman's landing jetty. The expendi-
ture for such conversion would be very
small and such a jetty would be of con-
siderable assistance to fishermen, especially
those operating commercially.

Quite a number of commercial fisher-
men operate from Bunbury and it is com-
mon to see them sculling the dinghies out
to the fishing boats moored in Koombana
Bay, filled with ice. One boat in particular
requires 200 cwts. in its iceroom. On a
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hot day much of the ice melts on the
way. In any ease that entails a lot of
work. When the fishing boat returns to
port it may have two tons of fish, and
the reverse procedure takes place when
the fish is unloaded. They fill the dinghy
with fish and scull to shore where a motor-
vehicle picks up the fish.

Sometimes when there is a sanddrift
the fishermen have to carry the fish a
considerable distance to the vehicle. The
success of commercial fishing is to get
the fish from the boat to the market as
quickly as possible. The alternative method
is for the boats to go into Busselton or
Fremantle. If they go to Fremantle fully
loaded it takes them about 13 hours, but
owing to the prevailing winds the return
trip takes four days. That is a consider-
able waste of time and the cost is very
great to get the fish to Fremantle.

With slight alterations, the old pile
loading jetty could be converted. A load-
ing ramp could be established alongside
it or a "T" junction constructed at the
end. There is rail connection to the
jetty and road connection would mean no
more than a few hundred yards of road
construction. There is already a small
track to the jetty. I hope the Minister
will consider the expenditure of some
money on this public utility that is long
overdue. There is a saving of £16,814 in
respect of Sunbury harbour maintenance,
for which £1,000 is provided, and a little
of that could be allocated to building the
fishermen's Jetty.

The Minister for Works: It has already
been spent.

Mr. ROBERTS: Whilst on the subject of
jetties, every possible investigation should
be made in regard to decking of the actual
jetty in Bunbury to bring the floor up to
rail level. I know many disadvantages
exist, but until such times as the out-
ports can get a jetty structure on which
motor-vehicles can cart the goods from
the centre of production to the ship's side,
we will not have an economic proposition
in the outports.

Mr. Johnson: You want to pull up the
railway line?

Mr. ROBERTS: I cannot imagine why
the hon. member should make such a
remark. Although I understand he was
in Bunbury at one stage, he did not even
walk down to the jetty to see the tre-
mendous Quantity of goods tbat are ex-
ported overseas by loading them into ships
from rail trucks. I hope the Minister will
investigate this matter of decking the
Bunbury jetty so that in the near future
motor-trucks will be able to get to the
ship's side.

Item, minor improvements. repairs and
maintenance of Public buildings, furniture,
equipment and incidentals; upkeep of vice-
regal residences, including equipment:
fuel, light, sanitation, firewood and water
for P.W.D. barracks and central public
offices in country towns. £527,500.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Can the
Minister give more details in regard to
this large expenditure in regard to minor
improvements, repairs and maintenance to
public buildings?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-
though this is a very large expenditure,
it represents a decrease of over £11,000.
The item now includes provision f or school
desks and furniture which until 1953-54
were Provided for in the Education De-
partment's vote. It also provides for farm
buildings previously under the Department
of Agriculture's vote. The decreased
estimate, with increased work. will result
In decreased maintenance work. This
figure has been Pretty constant over the
years, but the facts I have just outlined
indicate that more economy is being prac-
tised and a greater volume of work is
being done at less cost than formerly.

Vote put and Passed.
Vote--State Housing Commission, r5:

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth) (5.58]: There
was a time when housing was perhaps the
most vital of all the activities undertaken
by the Government. That was during the
difficult immediate Postwar Years when
there was a, tremendous lag which had
accumulated during the war, materials
were In exceedingly short supply, and
building tradesmen were not available in
the numbers needed. Fortunately those
days have now Passed. It can be said
that in Western Australia the position
with regard to the housing of the people
is more favourable than anywhere else
in the Commonwealth.

In respect of the larger or principal
States of the Commonwealth, Western
Australia is far ahead. On another occa-
sion I said that whilst the State Housing
Commission and Private activity built
mnore than 9,000 houses in one year, 1955,
in my estimation approximately 5,000 to
6,000 houses a year would be sufficient
to meet the increase of population, as
that movement occurs at the present time.
For that reason there has been a consid-
erable falling off in home building activi-
ties, apart altogether from credit restric-
tions and the shortage of funds.

The position has been reached where
materials are plentiful, the great bulk of
them being supplied from Western Aus-
tralia, building tradesmen abound and,
indeed, there is some measure of unem-
ployment. It was hoped that industrial,
commercial and public building would take
UP the greater Part of the slack, but n-
fortunately on account of the monetary
Position generally, that has not occurred
to the extent that was anticipated. This
explains the present position of there being
a surfeit of materials but a condition of
unemployment.
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While it seems a little hard on those
people directly affected, my own opinion
is that the building industry required a
certain amount of weeding out. There
were some fly-by-night contractors of not
very high repute, and a number of build-
ing trades employees who are not pro-
perly skilled or fully competent. it is
probably to the advantage of the trade
that they are now devoting their attention
to other spheres.

Building has certainly become far more
competitive and building costs less than
they were a year or two ago. It will be
noted that merely a token amount of £5
has been placed on the Estimates, this
being only for the purpose of allowing dis-
cussion on the activities of the State
Housing Commission, because the com-
mission finances its activities without any
grant from the Treasury. In other words,
from its operations both in respect of sales
and rental homes, it returns sufficient to
meet its operating costs.

I do not know whether the time is pro-
pitious to go into the details of the com-
mission's operations. As the annual re-
port of the State Housing Commission was
laid on the Table the other day, recount-
ing its activities for the 12 months to
the end of June last, I feel that members
should have a clear picture of the position.
This year there will be far fewer houses
built than has been customary in recent
years-as a matter of fact, the total for
this financial year will probably be only
about 2,500.

Under the conditions existing a couple
of years ago, that would have been a
major tragedy but experience at present
is, as is borne out by the annual report,
that many persons have become exceed-
ingly choosey-in other words, they are
not suffering any great hardship but are
merely seeking a home somewhat better
than the one they are at present occupy-
ing. I am not condemning this attitude,
but the fact that families are able to re-
ject houses on the flimsiest of pretexts,
shows that this is now a matter of choos-
ing one sort of accommodation as against
another rather than accepting gratefully
reasonable accommodation as being the
alternative to the very poor circumstances
previously suffered.

At the Present moment because, I sug-
gest, of economic circumstances-I can
think of no other reason-far more homes
are being vacated than ever before, both in
the metropolitan area and in the country
districts. So, there is some compensation
from the commission's point of view
inasmuch as while there are fewer houses
coming off the line from the builders, the
impact is not felt so greatly because of
the increased number of houses being
vacated by tenants.

In quite a number of country towns,
difficulty is being experienced by the com-
mission in finding persons prepared to

occupy the homes. This applies both in
respect of purchase homes and those made
available on a rental basis. As a matter of
fact, in the offices of the State Housing
Commission there is a notice board where,
any day of the week, members can see that
houses are to let or for sale in a number
of different country towns.

Mr. Rodoreda: You are building them in
the wrong places. You should build them
in the North-West.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: These
country towns are changing so that
whereas there may be difficulty in a par-
ticular centre at present, in a couple of
months' time the houses will be occupied.
To be perfectly frank, I am not unduly
worried about the position because the
call has been for decentralisation and for
us to encourage people to go to the country.
Where business people in a country town
require the services of an employee, it is
possible for them to get someone to go
there if a house is available. It would,
however, be impossible to get workers to
go to country centres, where no accom-
modation was available for them and their
families.

There is one country town-Collie-
which, as is known, is passing through a
transitory period. It appears likely that
the Housing Commission will be compelled
to remove a certain number of dwellings
from this town and transfer them to other
towns in the general locality. Some of
those towns would be Brunswick, Bunbury,
Busselton and so on, as the occasion de-
manded. In the township of Bunbury, on
account of the activities of the State Elec-
tricity Commission and because, as we hope
and trust, of the possibility of considerable
industrial expansion, it would appear that
in the next year or two many hundreds of
houses will be necessary there.

1 feel that the commission at present is
able to meet the demand that is wade in
the various country centres. This, of
course, does not mean that a person can
lodge an application today and move into
a home tomorrow. Where great hardship
exists, it is possible for the commission in
the great majority of cases to make accom-
modation available almost immediately, or
to allocate a few additional homes in the
next year's programme to meet an unex-
pected development or increase in popula-
tion. In the metropolitan area the waiting
list of outstanding applicants has not been
reduced very greatly on the rental side,
but here it will be found that. from private
sources, there is quite a lot of accommoda-
tion on offer for rental purposes; and
homes are available for sale.

Personally, I have followed the adver-
tisemnents. in the Press fairly closely and I
find there is a constant trend for the
rental level to fall. In addition, whereas
a year or two ago fancy prices were asked
for homes, and in most cases cash was
sought, today most homes can be bought
on easy terms. The same thing applies
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with regard to certain building contrac-
tors or their agents because we find that
they will build, on an applicant's own block
of land, a brick and tiled house with
amenities above those usually supplied, on
a deposit of £200.

Mr. floss Hutchinson: Supply and de-
mand working.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
is so; together with the impact of the
present economic circumstances. Where
several thousand breadwinners are unem-
ployed, I suppose there is a tendency for
people to share homes in order to minimise
all costs and expenses. I1 feel that, overall,
the State Housing Commission is getting
back to the stage of its prewar operations.
That is to say, it is able to give far more
attention to individual requirements. In-
stead of mass-producing homes for sale
and for rental purposes, applicants under
the State Housing Act can now have homes
built for them in accordance with their
own design, and erected of material of
their own choosing. Because there is no
terrific pressure on the State Housing Com-
mission, even in respect of the group
homes, greater attention can be given to
detail, alteration of design and other
features which go to make homes look a
little more attractive and appealing to
those who seek to enter them.

There are several disturbing features-
one is the growth of arrears. Instructions
have been issued for prompt action to be
taken where tenants or, indeed, those who
are purchasing homes, give evidence Of
falling down on the job. This, perhaps, is
because of the present economic position.
However, as a perusal of the annual report
shows, there is a considerable increase in
the Percentage of arrears outstanding.
But I assure members that the situation is
being closely watched by the commission.

There has been quite a lot of talk here,
and Particularly in the Legislative Council,
with regard to the burden of maintenance;
it has been said that the taxpayer will be
called on to bear the colossal price that
will have to be paid. It should be realised
that in the rental that is paid there is an
element which makes provision for the
maintenance of all the rental houses.
This fund is in credit to a very consider-
able amount. This year alone approxi-
mately £330,000-I am speaking from
memory-will be spent on the mainten-
ance of State Rousing Commission homes.
Some maintenance has been neglected in
the past because the emphasis then was on
the construction of homes rather than on
the giving of attention to those already
built.

With the change in approach to brighter
and more varied colours, I am certain that
many of the suburbs which at present look
drab will in the future be bright and
colourf ul.

Sitting suspended froin 6.15 to 7.30 P.mn.

MR. JAMIESON (Beeloo) [7.303: I would
like to protest to the Minister regarding
the temporary sleepouts that the depart-
ment proposes to build to provide for those
families who have grown larger and where
it is not comfortable for them in the
houses provided. On the surface, and
from a theoretical point of view, these
temporary sleepouts may appear to be all
right: they are to be built apart from
the house by at least six feet and they
will be about l5ft. by Sit. in size.

The idea is that when the children grow
up and leave home the sleepouts will be
taken away and put up somewhere else.
But it is obvious that if these sleepouts
are built in the back yards of State Hous-
ing Commission homes, and the daughter
of a family gets married as an instance,
and accommodation is hard to get, the
daughter will bring her husband home and
they will occupy the sleepout, or what is
supposed to be temporary accommodation.

All sorts of problems could crop up in
connection with them and I think they
would probably become a harbour for
rubbish. Anything that was not required
in the house would be conveniently stored
away at one end of these temporary sleep-
outs. I think it would be much better
to adopt the usual practice as regards ad-
ditional accommodation and provide sleep-
outs attached to the homes. This could
be done by an addition to the house or by
enclosing the verandahs, so that the
larger family could be accommodated.

If that cannot be done, I see no alter-
native but to go ahead and transfer those
families to bigger homes as these become
available. Admittedly, there are not many
of these families and later on the Housing
Commission would probably find itself
with small families in large homes as the
children left and got married. However,
that would be something to face up to
when the time came and to me It would
be a much more desirable way of overcom-
ing the problem than persisting with this
idea of temporary sleepouts.

The erection of temporary accommoda-
tion such as that will be the cause of a
good deal of criticism on the part of local
authorities because it must be obvious that
such structures would not comply with the
model by-laws which are being prepared
by the local authorities. They will not
tolerate any structure used for living
purposes which is separated from the
main house. I think as a Government we
should try to help in this direction and
comply with the uniform model by-laws
and not place any obstacles In the way
of the local governing bodies who are keen
on maintaining a good standard in their
districts.

I realise that the financial aspect of the
State Housing Commission comes into the
picture but I appreciate, too, that people
who have experienced substandard type
dwellings in various districts, know that
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once they are there It is hard to get rid
of them. No doubt the member for May-
lands would have had considerable ex-
perience in that regard because of his
association with local government. I am
sure that when the Housing Commission
puts this proposition to his board, as it
has done in other areas, he, too, will be
very much up in arms about it.

There is another aspect I wish to men-
tion and although I realise that finance
has been sticky this year, I would ask the
Minister to bear in mind next year, if
money is a little more readily available,
the idea of giving some further thought
to improving the lot of the people at
Maniana. Progress has been made in the
orthodox type of dwellings in that area
but as they are so close to the other type
it accentuate.% the cnntrn.t between the
two and that causes additional trouble,
particularly for the member for the dis-
trict when he tries to convince them that
they are reasonably housed.

If such conveniences as divisional fences
and a few other amenities about the home
were provided, it would make those houses
more in keeping with the setup of the
suburb. The Minister has investigated
this matter several times, and, particu-
larly on the score of finance, has rejected
it. It would appear that if it is not con-
stantly raised, it will eventually be shelved
altogether.

Those are about all the complaints I
bad with respect to housing, but unless
the Minister does something to overcome
a dislike of certain areas, whether it be
Maniana, Mulberry Farm or East Belmont,
where people are closely settled, because
of the dense population a wrong type of
element will be growing up. It seems to
me that the people who prefer the cheaper
rents of some State Housing Commission
accommodation are the type of citizen,
generally speaking, that Is not particularly
responsible; they also seem to have a
sprinkling of the type likely to be involved
in all sorts of troubles and crimes. To
have such people living so close together
is dangerous to the general public and the
well-being of the district.

Repeated overtures have had to be made
to the Minister for Police in respect of
these several areas to protect the store-
keepers who have repeatedly had their
stores burgled or broken into; I have also
taken deputations to him in this regard.
Unfortunately, the people involved in
these crimes seem to come from the same
area. If some way could be found of
making the accommodation in those dis-
tricts acceptable to other types of tenants
listed in the State Housing Commission
books, it would go a long way towards
solving the problem.

If special amenities were provided by
the commission I think they would achieve
a worthy objective because it would mean
that not all the undesirables would be con-
fined to the same area, as seems to be

the position today and is liable to happen.
Where this type of home is provided and
there are no amenities, and the rents are
cheap, all the undesirables seem to con-
gregate-perhaps not altogether undesir-
ables, but those who are liable to do things
that are undesirable.

I will leave my criticism, if it can be
called that, of the Housing Commission on
that note and I hope that the Minister'
will do something about these separately
built sleepouts because I feel sure that if
the commission proceeds with them, the
local authorities will not feel very happy
about it. and the Government will be ridi-
culed if it overrides local authority regula-
tions in this regard.

MR. WILD (Dale) [7.42]: I wish to
pose a couple of questions to the minister
and one is that I notice that this year the
estimates for the State Housing Commis-
sion are practically the same as last year.
taking into consideration the 240,000 in-
crease in the State basic wage. Do we
gather from that, that even though there
has been a lesser number of houses built
this year, the same sized staff will be re-
quired to maintain them? Secondly, does
he think that the amount collected In rents
and going into the maintenance fund will
be suffcient to keep these houses in proper
repair in the future?

HON. SIR ROSS MeLARTY (Murray)
['7.43): Just before the debate closes, I
would like to say that so far as the Op-
position is concerned, at this stage of the
sitting, we do not want to hold up busi-
ness and we are prepared to co-operate.
as far as possible, to end the session at
a reasonable hour. I would like to ask
the Minister-he has already given us
some information regarding the sale of
Commonwealth-State rental homes--this
question with regard to housing: How is
the sale of Commonwealth-State rental
homes progressing?

I realise that finance is no doubt holding
up a number of sales; but could the Minis-
ter tell mue if any further Provision could
be made so that a smaller deposit would
be required from intending Purchasers In
order to encourage a greater sale of these
homes? We know that a large sum of
money is required to maintain these homes
and as time goes on that amount will in-
crease. All members know that when a
person owns his own home, or hopes to
own It, he takes more interest in it and
we get away from some of these heavy and
increasing maintenance costs.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) [7.46]: I
cannot let this opportunity pass without
Pressing the Minister on the needs of Bun-
bury for additional houses. I must say
that in the Past Bunbury has been for-
tunate inasmuch as a great number of
houses have been built over the past few
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years under both Governments. One of
the problems I have in Bunbury is hous-
ing, and I feel confident the Minister does
appreciate the dearth of houses in Sun-
bury.

There are quite a number of applica-
tions still outstanding, and in view of the
Minister's comment that the housing posi-
tion was rectified in other centres, I trust
he will give more consideration to Bun-
bury's pressing housing programme. I
must congratulate the Minister on what
has happened in Bunbury In the last few
months.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROBERTS: Quite frankly, however,
I would have liked to have seen three times
as many houses built there. I trust, there-
fore, that when he replies the Minister
will make some comment in relation to
Bunbury.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth-in reply)
[7.48]: First of all I want to say how
striking it is that the comments should
have been so few. I know that the time
factor has something to do with it, but
the general atmosphere of the debate as
compared with Previous occasions has im-
proved.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You mean
when you were here.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I re-
fer to the member for Dale generally hav-
ing a piece of me, and I having a piece
of him, if I might put it that way. First
of all, I would like to refer to the comment
made by the member for Eeeloo in regard
to the temporary separate sleepouts. In
the first place, that is a proposal that is
mooted only at this stage. It is to deal
with a particular programme.

The Housing Commission has families
of varying dimensions to consider includ-
ing. in some cases, as many as ten or
twelve children. In some cases these
children are already in existence when the
families are granted homes; in others
they are medium sized homes that are
granted and the families grow later. If
we take, for example, the latter case, we
have the position where a family is granted
an average sized home sufficient to accom-
modate the family at the time; then be-
cause it grows to these undue propo rtions
-as I have said up to as many as ten or
twelve children-they require a much
larger house and, as one by one they dis-
appear and the family contracts, a much
smaller house is necessary.

Lots of people, however, fall in love with
their homes and lots of them spend a
great deal of time and money in developing
their gardens and providing certain other
amenities for themselves. They get to
know their neighbours and are generally
content to live in the area in which they
are established. Accordingly it would be

unfair and cruel to compulsorily uproot
them and require them to go elsewhere.
When the house has been enlarged, a
somewhat increased rental is, of course,
necessary and after the family has disap-
peared there would be the matter of pay-
ing this higher rent for no purpose what-
ever.

In some of the Eastern States-I think
notably In Victoria--they have gone in for
this type of building. There is the normal
structure-the house with the usual facili-
ties and amenities, but to meet exceptional
requirements, additional accommodation is
Provided by means of chalets, I think they
are called, which contain one or two addi-
tional bedrooms. They are separated, In
accordance with the by-laws and there is
a separate building some little distance-
a matter of feet only-from the house
Proper. When the family is reduced in
size the chalet is dismantled and erected
somewhere else where it is found to be
necessary. It conforms to the require-
ments of health, soundness of structure,
light, ventilation and everything else: and.
honestly, I cannot see how any local autho-
rity could validly object.

With regard to the model by-laws I
think I should say without comment that
one of the principal persons engaged on
the drafting and preparation of the model
by-laws happens to be also the chairman
of the State Housing Commission, and it
is as a consequence of a trip made by him
to the Eastern States not very many
months ago that this scheme is being
given the consideration it is.

Mr. TOMS: Are you going to legalise
rabbit hutches at the back?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Why
should they be rabbit hutches? Where
there is an authority like the State Hous-
ing Commission, I think there is a guaran-
tee that the right thing will be done. I
think it will be remembered that during
the term of the previous Government,
quite a number of what were known as
expansible houses were built. Consent
was given by the local authorities because
it was the State Housing Commission and
they knew that with a responsible Gov-
ernment department giving an assurance
that these homes would be completed, no
protest need be lodged.

But in the case of a Private person, if
they allowed him to get away with only a
portion of his building not conforming
to the requirements, it is doubtful whether
anything further would happen, and in
the great majority of cases perhaps it
would be financially impossible for the in-
dividual to complete the work satisfac-
torily. Judging by the standard of the
State Housing Commission homes, whether
in the country or the metropolitan area.
I think I can give an assurance that the
commission homes do not suffer by com-
parison with the homes already in those
towns or the new homes being built.
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In other words, the State Housing Com-
mission has as great an appreciation of
the aesthetics and the practical side of
building as has the local authority. As a
matter of fact, it is, and should be, in
advance because the commission has tech-
nical men and specialists to consult
whereas--with the exception of perhaps
half a dozen local authorities in this State
-the local authorities cannot be expected
to have the qualified and competent
officers who are available to the State
Housing Commission.

With regard to Manlana-something
that I have heard before incidentally-as
opportunity offers endeavours will be made
to do something additional in areas where
it is felt that is necessary. At the moment
there is a transformation taking place at
centres like East Belmont-a programme
of closing down the evictee huts, the emer-
gency housing and the army camps.
Within recent weeks that programme has
been accelerated up to a point, in certain
cases, of being doubled. !n other words,
as people are leaving them, a certain
number are permanently closed and the
buildings are sold, demolished and removed.
In the case of the large camp at Melville
the target is-and I am certain it can be
carried out-to make this a thing of the
past during the next two years.

With regard to the question asked by
the member for Dale in relation to the staff
of the Housing Commission, I would point
out that there was a small reduction in
the number of personnel, but not much.
There are some reasons for this. While
the volume of houses has fallen off there
is still a great deal of work to be done. As
indicated earlier, more attention is being
given to the individual or personal require-
ments of the applicants instead of houses
being mass produced. Even where the
applicants accept standard plans, they are
modified to suit the requirements of the
particular person. All that takes time.
'That is on the professional side.

Very many homes have been built-
24,000 in postwar years--and quite a
number of the owners of war service homes
and state Housing Act homes erected prior
to the war, still have an account with the
State Housing Commission. It will be
seen therefore that the accounting side
has increased tremendously over recent
years. There is a much larger programme
of maintenance and all that goes with it
in the shape of inspectors and the rest of
it. There are far more homes to be visited
for the purpose of collecting rents and so
on. I can assure the member for Dale
that a clos watch is being kept on the
expenditure. In connection with his in-
quiry about maintenance, I can assure him
that there is no occasion for fear as regards
the future.

The maintenance fund is in a healthy
condition and we will be able to withstand
the impact of a heavy programme of
maintenance over the next several years.

After that. it ought to tend to look after
itself in a better fashion. Perhaps it Is
fortunate that so much of the mainten-
ance was deferred because a contribution
is being made towards the absorption of
tradesmen without calling for extra funds
from the Treasurer.

The Leader of the Opposition wanted to
know about Commonwealth-State homes.
As the new agreement has been in existence
since the 1st July this year, I doubt if any
houses have been acquired under that
scheme and offered for sale under the pro-
gramme this year. But the intention Is
that 50 per cent. of the homes built shall
be for rental purposes and that others will
be built for sale.

In connection with the Commonwealth-
S-taten agreemein, it Is left entirely toe the
States to determine the conditions of sale
and what we have done In Western Aus-
tralia is to bring the conditions into con-
formity with the State Housing Act. That
is to say, we will accept a deposit as low
as £E50 and with a 45-year period of re-
payment; interest will be at 51 per cent.,
for the time being at any rate.

But all the homes already built-that is
to say, the rental homes under the first
Commonwealth -State agreement--are to be
sold under statute of the supplementary
agreement, where the Commonwealth in-
sisted that tenants who purchase homes
should pay 5 per cent. on the first £2,000
of the cost of the house and 10 per cent.
on the balance. In other words, a house
and land valued at £3,000 would work out,
at 5 per cent. on the first £2,000, to an
amount of £100, and 10 per cent. on the
next £1,000 would be another £100. Thus,
the minimum deposit would be £200. Of
course, many of the people are unable to
find that amount.

It is a pity the Commonwealth would
not agree, notwithstanding our approach,
to leave it to the States to determine the
conditions of deposit and other considera-
tions in respect of sale, the State still
being responsible, of course, to meet in-
terest and repayment on principal to the
Commonwealth.

The member for Bunbury raised the
question of more houses being built in
that township. Bunbury has done exceed-
ingly well, Up to this moment, 600 houses
have been completed there in postwar
years and, as I indicated when introducing
these Estimates, because of certain factors
it would appear that in the next 12 months
Bunbury is likely to have more homes
built than in any previous year in its
history.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Forests, f371,389:

MR. I. W. MANNING (Harvey) 18.0):
I would like some further information
from the Minister regarding the purchase
of land for the purpose of pine planting.
I notice from the report of the Forests
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Department that it has launched out very
considerably in this direction and has
purchased a big area of country in the
Nannup and Kirup districts. I- would
like to know the Government's policy in
this regard. I would also like to know
the Government's view with respect to
people who are continually requesting
farming land from the State forests.

Many farmers' properties adjoin State
forests and frequently settlers seek to
obtain land fronm the department in an en-
deavour to build up their acreages. It
applies mainly to gully lands to which the
farmers are attracted because that type of
country carries very little timber. Many
requests for such land for agricultural pur-
poses have been refused by the Forests
Department. It would seem to me that
if the department is going to launch out
as a buyer of land to add to State forests,
then It is reasonable that some favourable
consideration should be given to applica-
tions from farmers who are seeking to
obtain some forest land. It is only done
when a farmer is on a. small property and
desires to build up his holding to make
it an economic farming unit.

Another point is that of the rather
serious problem of dieback in the jarrah
forests. From my observations and con-
versations with people associated with the
timber industry, it would seem that die-
back Is becoming very extensive in the
jarrab forests. I do not know what In-
formation the Minister would have, but
I would like him to tell me if the trouble
has reached sufficient proportions to be of
a very serious nature. It is becoming most
apparent to anyone who passes through
State forests that a lot of dieback is tak-
ing place and if it continues at the present
rate, it could be serious.

MR. ROBERTS (Bunbury) 18.4]: There
is a matter to, which I think consideration
should be given. ]in our forests, through-
out the length and breadth of the State,
there are a number of native woods but,
as we all know, there are only two species
utilised in great quantities, namely, jarrab
and karri. There are a number of woods
marketed for various other purposes, but
I feel some of our native woods, which
are looked on with scant concern today,
should be utilised.

Tests should be made to ascertain
whether the timber I refer to is suitable
for use in various areas for fence posts and
so forth. Arrangements should be made
with the Main Roads Department to util-
Ise them as road marker posts. Then it
may be found these woods--such as the
bluegum in the Murchison district-might
be useful in some other district. I feel that
if the Forests Department conducted these
tests here, there and everywhere and
catalogued the results, some of the native
woods, which today are considered useless,
could possibly replace good jarrah and
karri. I trust that consideration will be

given to this matter as I feel we must all
do what we possibly can to conserve our
jarrah and karri.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth-in reply)
18.63,: With regard to the matters raised by

the member for Harvey, I cannot quite
appreciate his point because surely the
Forests Department has the right to buy
from any settler who cares to sell to it!I
It has this right to purchase the same as
anybody else,

Mr. I. W. Manning: Perhaps I did not
make myself clear. The State Forests
Department now has about 3,000,000 acres,
and if it is going to keep purchasing more
land, it will ultimately own a consider-
able portion of the State.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: If
earlier reports had been read, it would be
appreciated by the member for Harvey
that In a few years' time from now, West-
ern Australia will be importing timber. for
its ordinary purposes. That is the timber
position.

Mr. Court: That would be 1980.
The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Yes,

but 1980 is not very far off and what the
position will be after that I do not know.
It takes 50 to 100 years or more for trees
to reach a stage of maximum economic
maturity, so the question of timber is aL very
important one. The wealth of our timber.
or forest industry, Is in the vicinity of
£12,000,000 for the year, which is a con-
siderable sum of money. It is well nigh
impossible to grow hardwoods anywhere
else but in their natural soil and it is
because of this that the Forests Depart-
ment is growing pines.

Mr. Ackland: How long does it take a
pine to mature?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It de-
pends on the variety-and there are quite
a number-but I would say from 25 to
30 years on an average. The volume of
increase in an acre is, of course, many
times more than for the jarrah or karri
forest because of the terrific number of in-
dividual trees and the annual increment
is absolutely astounding.

In regard to the purchase of properties
by the Forests Department, in many cases
these have been purchased at a figure less
than the Forests Department will receive
in timber royalties, notwithstanding that
part of the property has been cleared and
the advantage of that clearing from the
department's point of view is that it is
ready for the planting of pines. There-
fore, the Forests Department is virtually
not paying one penny for the land but is
receiving a bonus for taking it over. It
is very good business on the part of the
State.

With respect to the individual farmer
and his desires to get a little more land.
I would say such farmers, in the main,
have insufficient comprehension of the
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value of timber. They look at an area
and think it to be practically worthless.
I personally examined a number of such
cases but the areas have cardied many
thousands of pounds worth of timber. In
other cases, the land is important to the
Forests Department for pine plantations.

Some purchases by the Forests Depart-
ment are of land-island land-which is
surrounded by State forests and It is de-
sirable to have this land, particularly
from a firefighting point of view. The
department does not want the land simply
for the reason of obtaining land, but on
many occasions commercial timber is re-
served to the department in areas other
than State forests, In some cases the
department exchanges land with a farmer
which is of considerable advantage to him.

Mr. I. W. Manning: Do you think the
department might be more receptive to
the approaches of these people?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: No. I
think the department is fair in Its appre-
ciation of the position, coupled with Its
duty and responsibility in the matter of
water purity. I do not want to go further
into the matter, but it has been said the
population of Western Australia will be
limited by the amount of Potable water
available to serve the people. Therefore,
the few freshwater streams in the South-
West are worth their weight in gold, if I
may use that expression.

With regard to dieback in the jarrah
forests, I made mention of this either last
year or the year before in connection with
the Estimates and miAght I suggest that
the member for Harvey refer to what I
had to say then. It is not of really serious
proportions although the problem has to
be tackled.

A lot of the timber spoken about by
the member for Bunbury is not used be-
cause of ignorance, as the Forests De-
partment is well aware of the Purposes
for which it could be used and some ex-
periments have been carried out. A house
has been erected on the other side of the
river of karri and Western Australian
pine, and another one has been con-
structed of redgum. On quite a number
of our railway lines--or portions of them
-we have used mnarri or redgumn, but it
Is necessary to break down prejudice in
regard to these timbers. The Forests
Department is naturally anxious to en-
courage the greatest use of alternative
timbers to allow karri and jarrah sup-
plies, as I have stated, to be kept up as
long as possible.

Item, Direct Conversion of Pine, £06,600.
Mr. COURT: This item shows an in-

crease of 210,178. The next item relates
to hardwood conversion and an even
greater excess Is shown under that head-
ing. Could the Minister indicate the
reasons for the Increases? Is it that
greater quantities are being Produced, or
Is It a direct increase in costs?

The MIITER FOR FORESTS: Re-
garding pine, the position is that there Is
a greater volume because quite a number
of the pine plantations are reaching the
stage where thinning operations are being
carried out. Because the Forests Depart-
ment has a little spot mill at these planta-
tions, more of that work Is being under-
taken. In connection with the hardwoods,
that would pertain to mallet regarding
Forests Department operations at Narro-
gin, Pingelly and Colgelin. We have cer-
tain trees which they are actually falling,
hauling and delivering to mills in certain
areas. I think that this has happened in
the Leader of the Opposition's district at
Holyoake where the mill has been sup-
plied by the Forests Department with logs,
instead of the mill Itself undertaking these
operations.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What does the
direct conversion amount to?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It
means the department itself converts to
merchantable use or semi-merchantable
use Instead of its going to the sawmillers
in the ordinary way.

Mr. COURT: The reason I raised the
question of the increased cost is the great
estimated decline in revenue to £1,075,100
for the department as against an actual
revenue of £1,151,000 last year. We know
it is estimated that there will be a big
fall in royalties, doubtless due to a reduced
volume though the royalties were increased
during the last financial year.

We observe that the conversion of pine
will produce £136,000 as against £126,000
last year, which offsets the £10,000 of in-
creased cost. The conversion of hard-
wood is going down from £122,000 actual
revenue last year to an estimated £100,000
this year, when the costs of hardwood
conversion are increasing by £14,470. Can
the Minister give any Indication of the
reason for the deterioration in the net
result of those two operations?

The MINIST1ER FOR FORESTS:
think I would require notice of that ques-
tion.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Chief S ecreta ry, £C110,915:

Registry and Friendly Societies, £90,212;
Prisons, £199126-a greed to.

Vote-Oservatory, £6,615:
Item, Salaries and allowances, etc.,

£5,965.
Mr. CROMME~ifN: Earlier, I asked the

Minister who supplied the dubious weather
reports which are given over the air each
day. The reply was that the matter was
no concern of the State Government but
solely that of the Federal Government.
Hut on turning to the Estimates, I notice
that we have an observatory and a Gov-
ernment Astronomer, and this year we are
to have an Assistant Government As-
tronomer. I would ask the Minister
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whether he can enlighten me as to what
these astronomers do for the good of the
State, and why would we require another
one?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. I think
the hon. member is confused about this.
He was interested in the meteorologist and
not the astronomer. The astronomer is
not doing a great deal. He is supplying
time signals to the Applecross wireless
station and to other utilities. Arrange-
ments are being made to replace the time
clock which has been in use tar over 10
years. A suitable clock has been selected
and ordered in England in anticipation of
delivery during this financial year; and
for that, provision is made in this year's
Estimates. In addition, there is the re-
cording of earth movements, details of
which are sent to observatories through-
out the world; and there is a supply of tide
records for ships using the North-West
ports.

Those are important functions; some-
body has to do them. We have to play
our part if we expect to get information
from elsewhere. That is the reason for
the expenditure. So far as the weather
is concerned, that is a Commonwealth
function and is paid for by the Common-
wealth.

Vote put and pawsed.

Vote-Local Government. £305,563:

NMR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) [8.221:
'Earlier today I had a question on the
notice paper to be put to the Minister
for Works regarding certain works car-
ried out by the Main Roads Department
for the Bridgetown Road Board. I am not
certain under which particular division I
should discuss this.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you can.

Mr. REARMAN: It is a matter of local
government.

The Minister for Transport: Out of
order!

Mr. HEARMAN: I would like to know
just what Is the attitude of the Minister
for Local Government towards the pecu-
liar difficulties that have arisen with re-
gard to the Bridgetown Road Board's
finances. I do not attempt to defend the
board; but it budgeted for a deficit of £270
for the year ended the 30th June, 1956,
when in actual fact it was in the red to
the extent of about £8,000. And, to a
considerable extent, the deficit is attri-
butable to the excessive amount of money
that had to be paid to the Main Roads
Department in connection 'with the works
carried out by it on behalf of the board.
I had hoped the Minister would be able
to give me some indication of the cost of
those Jobs which were all concluded prior
to the 30th June.

The fact that finality has not been
reached may indicate that negotiations
are continuing: but I would point out to
the Minister that this is a matter of con-
siderable interest in Bridgetown and of
considerable local embarrassment. The
board's 'works programme this year has
had to be seriously curtailed; and I think
the Minister will appreciate just as fully
as I the difficulties that will confront
the board when finality on this matter
has not been reached. It is obviously in
the interests of the local authority to get
some degree of finality.

Furthermore, I would like to hear the
Minister's views on the question of a Gay-
ermnent department, in effect, contracting
to do work the cost of which exceeds the
estimate to such an extent. In this case
the estimates for these jobs are approved
by the Main Roads Department: and we
have the somewhat remarkable position,
that, when the department carries them
out, there appears to be some differences
between the actual cost charged to the
board and the estimated cost.

This is put forward as one of the rea-
sons for the drift in the board's finances.
To what extent that is correct I cannot
say, because we cannot pin these costs
down. But it is a matter of some con-
sequence, because already the secretary-
engineer has resigned in circumstances
which were not altogether the happiest;
and I think that when a Goverrnent de-
partment assumes the role of a private
contractor with aL local authority, there is
some obligation to see that the costs of
the job come somewhere within coo-ce of
the estimate.

The Minister for Works: Don't you
think you are prejudging the case?

Mr. }IEARMAN: I have to do so, inas-
much as I cannot get the figures for which
I asked. The work was completed six
months ago and this Is the end of the
session. I think I have been fairly for-
bearing in not having raised this matter
earlier. I do not wish to prejudge it but
to ventilate it. It is difficult to say under
what division I should discuss it, but I
think I should seek guidance from the
Chairman. It is a matter which vitally
affects the local authority concerned.

I am not defending the local authority,
because I think it has approached cer-
,taln matters in an extremely unbusiness-
like way, and the department should have
been treated in exactly the same manner
as any Private contractor and should not
have been put on this basis. Be that as
it may, an error was made, and people are
confronted with footing a6 considerable bill.
I would like to hear the views of the re-
presentative of the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment on this matter.
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THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen--Eyre-in reply) [8.26): This
is my first intimation of this Matter. I
promise to have it investigated and let
the hon, member have a reply as soon as
possible.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Town Planning, £33,808:

HON, SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray)
[8.271): 1 would like some information
from the Minister for Works regarding
town planning. I understand that the
regional plan concerning the metropolitan
area extends for about 30 miles. I know
that land in my electorate is affected.
In the plan, certain land is marked out
as being reserved for park lands in the
future. I was wondering whether the
Minister could tell me what would be
the position of land-owners if they decided
to sell. When is it likely that any de-
cision will be made as to the resumption of
this land for park-land purposes? If a
sale took place, and the land in the area
concerned was sold at a certain price,
would that be the price that would be paid
upon resumption? What I want to know
particularly is how long this uncertainty
will continue? The fact that same land
may be resumed in the distant future
would seriously affect its sale and land-
owners should be given an indication by
the Government as to the future of that
land.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [8.29J: Dur-
ing the debate on the town planning
measure, the Minister said that it was
hoped to reach finality on the regional
plan during the period of the extended de-
velopment order but there was some doubt
owing to the magnitude of the task. The
increase in expenditure on town planning
shown for this year is not great compared
with that shown for other departments
and the total staff is not large in view of
the task. Does the Minister think there
is sufficient skilled personnel to get as
much of the regional plan as possible
completed in order to remove the suspense
from people under the interim order, or
will other departments assist?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
3. T, Tonkin-velviie-in reply) [8.301:
The interim development order is to hold
the position as it is for a further 12 months
during which land-owners may not deal
in it or dispose of it in a way counter
to the proposals of the town-planning
scheme. In the meantime, it is intended
to get local authorities to adopt town-
planning schemes of their own in con-
formuity with the general plan and then
they will control the use of land in their
areas, and anyone with land in those areas
will be obliged to conform to their control.

Land in a residential area will not be
able to be used for factory purposes and
vice versa. It does not necessarily follow

that a great deal of resumption will be
necessary under the plan. The only re-
surnptlons necessary will be where the Gov-
erment desires to establish certain under-
takings under the plan. The marshalling
yards, for instance, are part of the plan
and the necessary land will be required
for governmental purposes and will be
either resumed or purchased by the Gov-
erment.

Owners of land will, be obliged to con-
form to the town-planning scheme much
as they do now. No compensation is pay-
able under those circumstances where
people simply have to conform to the plan
such as in the case of a brick area, where
people cannot build weatherboard houses.
In the period covered by the legislation
recently passed, the Town Planning Board
will proceed with its planning in accord-
ance with the Stephenson plan and will
endeavour to get local authorities to adopt
the general principles of that plan. in
the meantime, I have no doubt some local
authorities will suggest alterations of the
plan which may or may not be agreed to.
That is the work to be done by the plan-
ning staff which will have the assistance
of other departments in much of the task.

In the meantime I expect the Minister
for Local Government will set up some
authority in connection with the develop-
mental plan. He may follow something
like what has been done In Victoria with-
out necessarily setting up a metropolitan
board of works. It is possible he will re-
quire some special authority with power
to obtain funds in order to carry out the
proposal, but no settled plan has been de-
cided on yet to place before the Govern-
ment.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: If such land
were part of a deceased estate, It might
cause the executors embarrassment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Possibly,
but some degree of embarrassment has
been experienced before in regard to the
requirements of local authorities. The
interim development order will simply hold
the situation for a further 12 months.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: You 'will prob-
ably have to extend the period.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
power is not there to extend, but it is
highly probable that an extension will be
necessary. I hope I am proved wrong and
that 12 months will enable the board to
push on with its planning and secure the
co-operation of local authorities so that
at the end of 12 months it will be able
to put forward definite proposals.

I would never agree to holding up land
transactions indefinitely until this or some
other Government was ready to say what
was to be done. There is an obligation on
us to complete the planning as quickly as
possible or else let the land-owners do
what they like with their properties and
buy them up subsequently. Every effort
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Will be made to ensure that at the end of
12 months the department will know what
it wants and will be in a position to in-
dicate its desires and free all the other
land to be used as the owners wish.

We have not sufficient funds to tie up
all the land other than that required in
accordance with the plan, but we hope to
control a fair quantity of it in the initial
stages so that the total cost of the plan
will not be too great. Every year's delay
means greater cost in having conformity
with the general plan and so it is im-
perative that the plan be completed and
implemented as soon as possible.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Lands and Surveys, £677,221:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
E. K. Hoar-Warren) (8.351: 1 have pre-
pared a survey covering the principal
activities of the more important depart-
ments and sub-departments under my con-
trol in order to bring members up to date
with what is going on. I doubt whether
many members scrutinise closely the re-
Ports that are tabled and so they do not
know what is happening until the report
is printed, by which time the best part of
12 months has passed.

Under the heading of "Lands and
Surveys" I have this to say: The demand
for Crown land during the year has re-
mained steady and there have been many
inquiries for light land and particularly
in the areas from Albany to Esperance.
Publicity in the Eastern States resulted
in over 1,000 inquiries being received for
land in the Esperanee area, including over
200 from the United States of America.

In addition, 59 applications were received
for 20 blocks in the Wellington district
west of Yarloop, and more recently 40
blocks of land near the Pallinup River
fom 40 to 60 miles north-east of Albany
were released for settlement. They are of
from 2,500 acres to 3,000 acres and will
cost from 6s. to 8s. per acre.

A large area of land between Coogee
and Rockingham has been returned by the
Commonwealth to the State and that por-
tion between the beach and Naval Base-rd.
has been reserved for public utilities.
Portion of the beach front in the Naval
Base locality has been vested in the
Kwinana Road Board with power to lease
for the purpose of establishing a caravan
park to an approved plan. A small
residential subdivision has been made at
Naval Base east of the Naval Base-rd. This
area has been offered as an alternative
site to owners of beach shacks which were
erected during the period when the land
was held by the Commonwealth.

The State's total transactions in land
during the year 1955-56 Involved an area
amounting to 10,755.219 acres. This figure
is made up as follows:-Land in process of
alienation 877,761 acres: land held under

lease or licence 9,358,318 acres, and land
totally alienated 519,160 acres. In all, 2,881
separate transactions were approved dur-
ing 1955-56. This is the overall position
to the 30th June, 1956, in regard to a total
area of Western Australia, namely,
624,588,800 acres--

Land in process of aliena-
tion .. .. ..

Land held under lease or
licence ..

Land totally alienated ..

Acres.

13,001,588

212,379,595
25,228,070

250,609,253

It can be seen from these figures that the
area now held as Crown land in the State
is 373,979,547 acres. The classification and
topographical surveys of land to locate
roads and design subdivisions for land
settlement to meet the current rate of
selection of about 1,000.000 acres per year.
excluding the Esperance project, is an im-
portant part of the department's work.

The cost of the Ord River irrigation
project contour survey over about 350
square miles now completed, has been in-
cluded. Included also is the cost of sur-
veyors' services with geological parties in
the search for ore and minerals in this
State. In order to place the surveys and
mapping of the State on a sound founda-
tion, triangulation surveys, astronomical
observations and basic levelling for the
provision of a network of bench marks for
the use of all departments, are in progress.
The surveys to be carried out include a
wide range for the Main Roads Depart-
ment, the Public Works Department, the
State Housing Commission and the State
Electricity Commission.

Aerial photography for State works, tbe
C.SJI.R.O. and for national mapping is also
being carried out with the use of a,
chartered plane and the estimates Provide
for a coverage of about 35,000 square miles.
One important aspect of the aerial photo-
graphy is that, with it, rapid progress has
been made by the department's mapping
branch in the production of up-to-date
lithos for the farming areas and 4-mile
to an inch topographical sheets showing
the position of station boundaries in the
pastoral areas. In order that advantage
may be taken of the great improvement in
survey and mapping instruments, a limited
amount has been provided for the purchase
of such modern instruments and equip-
ment. It is expected that £44,000 will be
recouped for surveys carried out on behalf
of other authorities and about £15,000 for
the sale of maps and plans.

War service land settlement is progress-
ing by the development of virgin Crown
land and it is expected that the farms
at present being developed will be suffici-
ent to meet the requirements of the eligible
applicants still awaiting farms. Settlement
will be concentrated mainly along the
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south coast east of Albany and in an area
west of Three Springs. and development
should be completed within the next two
years.

The East Albany areas, on which de-
velopment is now concentrated, comprise
the contiguous projects known as Jerra-
mung7up-83,S00 acres, 30 farms; Corac-
kerup-34,000 acres, 11 farms; Galrdner-
308,000 acres, 100 farms. All development
less some pasture is complete on Jer-
ramungup. and, with pasture and some
building, development at Corackerup will
be complete by the middle of 1957.

On these projects, 160,000 acres are at
present under fallow, and 80,000 acres of
this will be sown to pasture in 1957. Pro-
gress on Ciairdner to date is 150,000 acres
cleared and fallowed; 120 dams, averaging
2,500 cubic yards, have been sunk; ap-
proximately 75 miles of common vermin
fence and 120 miles of other fencing
erected and 60 sheds are complete. It Is
anticipated that a further 130 dams, 24
sheds and 150 miles of fencing will be
complete by the 30th June, 1957.

Eneabba project, west of Three Springs,
Is approximately 155,000 acres In area,
from which 50 farms are being developed.
On this project, 24,000 acres are at pre-
sent under fallow and will be sown to
cereals in 1957. in addition to which 12,000
acres will be sown to pasture on stubble
areas. By June of 1957, 24,000 acres will
be fallowed. The approximate develop-
mental progress to date Is--

45,000 acres cleared.
54 bores sunk.
28 sheds are complete and a fur-

ther 22 will be completed by
June, 1957.

350 miles of fencing is complete
and the progress is proceeding.

Developmental expenditure Is met by
the Commonwealth Government, the State
being involved at present only in adminis-
tration. The cost of State administration
from the inception of the scheme to the
30th June, 1956, is £679,987. The propor-
tion of developmental costs written off to
date and borne by the State Government,
in accordance with the conditions of settle-
ment, amounts to £178,883.

Dealing with the Rural & Industries
Bank, for the 12 months to the 30th Sep-
tember. 1956, the bank's assets increased
by £2,100,000 to a total of £17,400,000. The
movement is principally due to the new
savings bank division with deposits of
£1,200,000, and an increase of £900, 000 in
general bank deposits. The bank un-
doubtedly has the confidence of Western
Australians. The major move of the year
'was the opening of the savings bank divi-
sion by the Premier on the 5th April, 1956.

To date, deposits total £1,450,000, and
I am glad to report that so far £224,000
has been lent or committed to semi-gOv-
ernmental instrumentalities for local
works programmes or the purchase of es-
sential plant, and £352,000 lent or com-
mitted for housing. The State savings are
now undoubtedly being used for and within
the State. In addition, £120,000 has been
made available for housing through the
bank under the Commonwealth-State
Housing Agreement. As far as possible.
preference has been given to financing the
erection rather than the purchase of homes
in order to assist the employment posi-
tion as much as possible.

Within recent weeks a new branch has
been opened at St. George's Terrace West
so that that end of the city might be
tapped. Arrangements were made to open
Esperance branch on the day the Chase
agreement was signed. The bank Is now
represented by Perth office and 35
branches, together with 25 receiving offices.
In addition, savings bank activities are
conducted on the bank's behalf by 57
metropolitan and 58 country agents,

The major developmental projects under-
taken by the bank during the year were
the Esperance Downs development scheme,
involving £91,000 all told, and the dairy
farm improvement scheme in the Imple-
mentation of which bulldozing has already
started in the Pilot area of Margaret River
and is about to start in Northcliffe.

Turning now to the Department of Agri-
culture, the estimate of expenditure for
agriculture amounts to £740,365. This Is
an increase of £124,585 over last year's
expenditure of £615,780. There is also an
estimate of expenditure for agriculture in
Item 53-North - West-totalling £93,868,
which is £8,918 more than last year's ex-
penditure. Nearly half this Increase Is
due to marginal and basic wage increases.

Another £25,000 is for a new item this
year, namely, codling moth eradication,
and represents the Government's share of
the £35,000 which is to be expended upon
it. The fruit growers have agreed to find
the other £10,000.

During 1955-6 8there was a net increase
in staff of 33. Provision has been made
in this year's estimates for filling some
of the vacancies in this department now
that there Is some improvement in the
availability of trained men seeking em-
ployment.

The estimate for research stations in the
agricultural districts is £135,151 compared
with the expenditure last year of £125,119.
The estimate for expenditure on North-
West research stations is £43,403. Thus
the net increase on all research stations
Is only £5,000 despite the fact that several
of them are new and in the process of
development.

An excellent example of the value of the
research stations is afforded by the
Esperance Downs station, work at which
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has paved the way for the agreement
recently negotiated with the Chase syndi-
cate. Some reference was made last year
when introducing these estimates to the
investigations which have been in progress
at Esperance and on other research
stations for a number of years, into the
trace element requirements of the sand
plain country. Although the figures so
frequently quoted for the year in which
the Chase syndicate is interested are im-
pressive, it should not be forgotten that
in the past 10 years our farmers have
developed some 5,000,000 acres of this poor
country on the basis of the information
which has been obtained at the research
stations.

Motor mileage and travelling allowances,
have bath shown substantial increases over
last year but, with the additional officers
now on the staff, this sum is the absolute
minimum necessary for departmental
operations.

The first ancillary building on the South
Perth laboratory site has been completed
and partly occupied by the argentine ant
control officers. It is expected that the
main stores branch of the department will
also be in occupation within a few weeks.
The second ancillary building is nearing
completion and It is anticipated that
activities connected with next year's re-
search programme including the mixing
of fertilisers, the treatment of harvested
material from experimental plots and the
storage of associated field equipment will
be carried out in this building. Work on
the main laboratory block-block "B"-is.
up to schedule and it is anticipated that
it will be ready for occupation about the
middle of 1957.

This first block will provide much-
needed accommodation for the laboratories
of the plant resarch division, the soil
conservation service, the cereal research
section of the wheat and sheep division,
the dairying division and the plant patho-
logy branch. Temporarily the unit en-
gaged in showing films of agricultural
interest in farming areas will be housed
in the same building until such time as its
permanent accommodation In block "A"
is available. it is expected that work on
block "A" will commence as soon as Block
"B" has been completed.

The policy of expanding regional centres
is being continued, although there are still
a number of districts served by individual
advisers. The establishment of these
regional centres: has proved highly satis-
factory. The provision of facilities for a
number of officers of varying interests al-
lows of overall consideration of many of
the problems associated with agricultural
activities In the various districts. It also
provides a means for younger officers to
gain valuable experience under the guid-
ance of senior advisers who have spent a
number of years in extension activities.

Some idea. of the wide scope of the acti-
vities that are carried out under the re-
gional-office scheme can be gained from
an examination of the centres at Bunbury
and Narrogin. Staff at Bunbury consists
of two veterinary surgeons, one who is in
charge of the office, a dairy adviser, three
dairy instructors, an irrigation adviser, two
irrigation technicians, a stock inspector, a
fruit fly Inspector, a weed control officer,
a horticultural instrubtor, a vegetable in-
structor, a clerk and a typist. The staff
of the Narrogin office consists of two
wheat and sheep advisers, including the
officer in charge, one sheep and wool ad-
viser, one soils adviser, one wheat and
sheep instructor, a stock inspector, a weed
control officer, a junior soils technician
and a typist.

A major development in dairying has
been the inauguration of the artificial
breeding scheme in the coastal areas. The
bull-holding centre is situated at the
Wokalup research station. Four dairy
breeds--Guernsey, Jersey, Australian lla-
warra Shorthorn and Friesian-are repre-
sented by 13 bulls. Forty-eight farmers
have already joined the scheme and have
nominated 2,011 cows. Up to the 7th Dec-
ember, 877 animals had been inseminated.
This is already more than was envisaged
would be likely to be available in the first
year.

This scheme represents a progressive de-
velopment in dairy cattle breeding, as it
provides the facilities for the use of sup-
erior bulls by all farmers in the districts
which are served. In addition, the scheme
should have a useful influence in reducing
the incidence of disease. All animals are
subject to veterinary inspection, and
proved free of tuberculosis, brucellosis,
vibriosis and trichoinanlasis. The concep-
tion rates which have been obtained so
far are very satisfactory, and at least
equal to those achieved by natural service.

Facilities have been ins taled at the
laboratory at Wokalup for the commence-
ment of the deep freeze technique. This
will enable several improvements to be
introduced, including the giving of service
from nominated bulls, i.e., the farmers can
have his cows Put to the bulls of his choice,
and also the possibility of importing semen
from outstanding bulls wherever they are
in the world. The scheme has been so
successful to date that approval has been
given for its expansion to the Armadale-
North Dandalup districts, as from the
commencement of the next financial year.
In these districts 18 farmers have indi-
cated their desire to participate, with over

80cows.
As regards the Wokalup research

station, further substantial progress has
been made with the development of this
property during the past year. Whiile
physical development has gone ahead, the
experimental programme is being gradu-
ally expanded. During the past season, an

3781



3782 [ASSEMBLY.I

additional 36 acres were sown to irriga- on land which will never be used for
tion, making a total of 130 acres in all.
The quality of irrigated pasture is excel-
lent and maintains easily two beasts to
the acre throughout the summer months.

Valuable results have been obtained from
the Plant introduction programme, parti-
cularly from the outstanding cocksfoots
Currie and Neptune, which have been de-
veloped from a few ounces of seed made
available to the station five years ago.
Fromn this, already 150 acres of eurrie have
been sown in the Boyup Brook district,
and it is expected that seed will be freely
available next season. Some strains of
phalaris tuberose, are also Proving out-
standing.

A modern milking shed has been pro.
vided, being the first of its design in Aus-
tralia. It features the elevated bails en-
abling no stoop milking to be carried out.
The "Ruakura" milking machine was im-
ported from New Zealand, as it incorpo-
rates the very latest ideas evolved by the
Ruakura, research workers, and therefore
Provides an excellent demonstration to
farmers and milking machine manufac-
turers of effective design and efficient
operation. The shed also has electric
water heating and storage facilities, the
whole providing a demonstation of mod-
ern design and enabling high hygienic
principles to be followed.

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [9.7]: When
giving his report on the activities of his
departments, the Minister emphasised the
progress being made by the Esperance
syndicate. No doubt we are all pleased
about that. T1 would ask the Minister to
throw open land for selection on the Ink-
pen-Berry Brow estate more quickly than
is being done at Present. I am given to
understand that the slow opening up of
that land is the reluctance of the Wun-
dowie charcoal and iron industry to remove
the timber from the land. I know that
area pretty well. Recently, a second
batch consisting of five blocks was thrown
open and there were some 20 applicants
for each.

The Minister for Lands: That Industry
has to make certain about the timber it
requires.

Mr. ACKLAND: The cutters for that
industry are working to a certain extent on
land which has not been surveyed or ready
for selection by farmers. They are work-
ing right down to the Helena River in the
water catchment area of Mundaring Weir.
It would be in the interests of the State
for the Minister to point out to the Wun-
dowie industry that production of this
State will be increased if the cutters would
concentrate on the areas which have al-
ready been surveyed and intended to be
thrown open for selection. It is uneco-
nomical for that Industry to cut timber

agriculture, when it could cut timber on
land that is otherwise ready for selection.

There is another query I have to make.
Can the department not make more land
available to the people outside of soldier
settlers, who are anxious to develop pro-
perties? There is a good deal of dissatis-
f action because so little land has been
thrown open for selection in the Esperance
district and elsewhere, other than the land
taken up by the Chase syndicate. it
seems to me that our own people should
receive a little more consideration than
they are given, particularly those who do
not have to lean on the Government for
financial assistance. Very many-of such
intending settlers are waiting to take up
and develop land. Although the Minister's
report sounds very well, there is quite a
lag in throwing open land in the two
areas I mentioned. The member for
Stirling has said that the same position
applied in other parts of the State as well.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) (9.10]: The
lands and surveys activities are vital to
the opening up of the State. If that de-
partment's activities are to be expanded
f would be the first to support it. There
has been a Progressive lag for many years.
Unless these activities are accelerated, they
cannot catch up the lag. However, the
amount of money to be expended, as
shown by the Estimates, is being increased
by £61,116 this year-from £358,000 to
£ 420,000.

It becomes apparent that the number of
persons employed in the department, many
of whom are trained and skilled, is about
the same as last year. It is the amount
of expenditure that has increased and not
the number of skilled personnel. There
were 156 surveyors, computers, draftsmen
and cadets in 1955-56, and there is the
same number in 1956-57. The amount of
£123,000 paid to them in 1955-56 is to be
increased to £136,000 this year, to which
has been added a goodly proportion of the
£41,085 for marginal and basic wage In-
creases.

Could the Minister tell us why there
is such an increase in the expenditure side
and no increase in the personnel? I do
not begrudge the officers the pa to which
they are entitled, but I am concerned
with the greater overall achievement of
the department as the result of opening
land and the Increased expenditure.

MR. CORNELL (Mt. Marshall) [9.12]:
The question I desire to discuss has been
ventilated In this House in the form of a
motion introduced by the member for Roe.
As that motion will be one of the
slaughtered innocents, it Is proper for me
to raise this point now for the Purpose of
record. It relates to the necessity to pro-
vide long-term finance for certain classes
of farmers newly established in the in-
dustry.
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The member for Eyre will appreciate the
type of farmer I am referring to. No doubt
he is concerned as we are with the inability
of that type of farmer to carry on without
some financial assistance. The matter is
urgent. If finance cannot be made avail-
able to those farmers, then it will not be
very long before they give up the ghost
and seek other forms of employment.

In my experience I have found that such
farmers in my electorate are battling
through by taking other forms of employ-
ment to supplement their farm income.
They seed the crop and then secure other
work until such time as the crop is ready
to be taken off. They then return to the
farm, take off the harvest and look around
for another job. They supplement their
farm income in that way and by so doing
they eke out a living and are able to
establish themselves to a degree on the
land.

This form of farming activity is obviously
restricted. it prevents the farmer from
launching out in a large way in the stock
carrying side of his business. It is obvious
that to run sheep on such properties while
the farmer is away for so long is an un-
economical proposition, and invariably
they concentrate on the growing of wheat.
Unless the season is favourable, these
farmers only just get by.

There is an urgent need for assistance
for fencing. The Minister did make
reference to the fact that some funds can
be made available from unexpended Com-
monwealth grants for fencing holdings.
Unfortunately, this type of assistance has
been limited to the Pocket handkerchief
properties of the South-West, and largely
the wheat belt has been left out, mainly
because the amount of money has been
insufficient to render assistance to farmers
with large holdings that have to be fenced.
In many cases an advance of £1,000 or
£1,500, which is not very much, would be
a godsend and would enable these fellows
to provide a minimum of fencing, thus per-
mitting them to remain on the farm and
run sheep which would supplement their
income, and give them some hope for the
future.

At the moment, the reliance solely on
wheat, without any stock, is a pretty heart-
breaking business. Unless something is
done smartly, these men will have to give
up their operations. I realise the position
In which the Minister is placed, and I
realise that this type of finance Is really
not a, banking proposition and that the
a. & I. B3ank is endeavouring to conduct
its business along orthodox banking lines.
This being so, possibly this type of business
is not attractive to It. It may. however, be
possible to make to the type of farmer I
have In mind, advances through the agency
section.

HON. SIR ROSS McLARfTY (Murray)
[9.16]: 1 am glad to have an opportunity
to express appreciation of the work that

the officers of the Agricultural Depart-
ment are doing from one end of the State
to the other. One cannot help but ad-
mire their great enthusiasm. Over the
years they have been very successful with
regard to their research work in connec-
tian with stock and plant diseases, and I
should say that as a result of that work
they have saved the State millions of
pounds.

Then again, I am glad to see that the
vote for this department has been in-
creased, because much work still remains
to be done by our research officers and
agricultural scientists. I believe that a
number of these young people graduate
each year from the university, and I hope
that we will be able to keep a good many
of them in the State and so retain their
valuable services.

We know that as the result of the
spread of myxomatosis throughout the
State, the rabbit numbers have been re-
duced almost to the point of extinction.
only the other day I was reading a report
which came from New South Wales. In
that State, in some districts where rabbits
were in their millions and myxomatosis
wiped them out, the report stated that
they were coming back pretty quickly. We
are told that myxomatosis loses its
effectiveness after a certain time and rab-
bits develop an immunity.

Also, some time ago I read a report by
Hon. B.. G. Casey, whose ministerial port-
folio embraces the scientific side of things,
wherein he said that the importation of
the disease of myxomatosis from outside
Australia could have a very detrimental
effect upon rabbits. We have to be care-
ful that we do not let the rabbits become
the menace they were, because they could
Quickly become a menace again If they are
not carefully watched not only by the de-
partment, but by farmers generally.

I have just forgotten the estimate of
what the extermination of the rabbits
meant in wealth to Australia, but it ran
into some hundreds of millions of pounds.
This just about shows how important it is
that we should closely watch the rabbit
menace. The new poison-1080--seems to
be effective. As we know, over the years
many poisons have been tried in an effort
to get rid of the rabbits. The work that
the department is doing in helping farm-
ers to have the poison laid, and in exercis-
ing supervision, has been most helpful.

Next, I wish to say something of the
work of other agricultural inspectors and
experts. Take the disease of footrot in
sheep, particularly in the wetter parts of
the State such as my own electorate.
Footrot is a disease which is costly to
deal with. Of course, it greatly reduces
the income of the farmer. Through the
diligence of the agricultural officers, this
disease has been largely wiped out. I say
to the Minister that the farmers owe a
deep debt of gratitude to the Agricultural
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Department for the vigilance, energy and
help it has given In greatly minimnising
this disease.

whilst talking on these matters, I won-
der whether the Minister can tell me what
success is being achieved in combating the
salt menace. As I have travelled through
various parts of the State, I have from
time to time been alarmed at the large
patches of salty land that I have seen. I
have noticed, too, how the salt is en-
croaching on some of the good farms. It
Is, of course, more prevalent In some parts
of the State than it is in others, but I
think that most districts face the problem.

It is said, and I think with some truth,
that the clearing of land has an effect In
-bringing up the salt. I believe there are
certain grasses which will grow on this
salt-affected land. The Agricultural De-
partment has experimented in this direc-
tion. and the Minister might be able to
tell me whether any new grasses have
been obtained: or what success has been
achieved in combating the salt menace
generally.

The Minister for Agriculture: I think it
Is very slow. They are at it all the time.

Hon. Sir ROSS MeLARTY: I know that
success cannot be achieved quickly when
-the agricultural scientists are faced with
the number of problems that at present
confront them.

With regard to diseases among stock in
the North, the member for Kcimberley
would be conversant with the matters to
which I am going to make reference. I
have no doubt that from time to time
these diseases have been brought to his
notice and that he has taken action to
help. I draw the Minister's attention to
the menace of tick in the northern areas--
particularly in the electorate represented
'by the member for Kimberley. Fyrm
time to time we hear much of the need
to devote more attention to the develop-
ment of this great area. Tonight the
Minister told us what was being done In
regard to the Ord River. He also men-
tioned other aspects of agricultural work
and research in the northern areas.

We all agree that the development of
our northern areas is a national matter
which affects not only Western Australia,
but the whole of Australia, and we would
like to hear that there has been a find of
oil, or of gold or some other precious
mineral which would g-ive an uplift to
that Part of the State. But we have to be
factual, and I point out that the great
pastoral industry has, up to the present,
been the chief means of development of
these areas. I Suppose more will be done
in this direction as more water is provided
and more scientific development is carried
-out.

Coming again to the Question of tick
-and tick fever In cattle. I am particularly
anxious to Interest the Minister in this

matter. I suggest that if during the forth-
coming Parliamentary recess he can find
the time to visit Queensland, he should
do so-and I would also suggest that he
take with him one of his advisers. The
meat market in the southern areas Is a
good one from the producers' point of view.
although Perhaps not so good from the
consumers' point of view. But meat has
been a very good price for a number of
years.

As the member for Kimberley knows, in
his district there are thousands of cattle
that never reach the market because of
economic conditions. The only outlets are
the meat works at Wyndham and the com-
paratively small meatworks at Broome.
Recently the Prices received for cattle at
these works was not comparable with what
growers received In the southern areas.
The best market for the cattle producer
of the Kimberleys is undoubtedly the
market at Robbs Jetty, but this is the
difficulty that has to be faced in bringing
the cattle from the Kimberleys to Robbs
Jetty: If there is an outbreak of tick fever
-there were several during the past
season-large numbers of cattle are just
thrown overboard. On one ship over 100
prime bullocks were pitched into the sea.

The year has been a bad one for tick-
I think the member for Kimberley said
this to me in conversation-in the north-
ern areas; both in the Kimberleys and in
the Northern Territory. I know from my
own experience that certain measures have
been taken to deal with the menace of
tick. I would say this to the Minister: It
appears that from time to time, growers of
cattle in these areas will suffer heavy
losses. Getting the cattle to market is an
expensive business, and if heavy losses
are suffered through the death of large
numbers of the cattle, it puts some stations
in a pretty hopeless position. I am person-
ally interested in cattle stations in the
West Kimnberleys; but the company in
which I am interested has not suffered
heavily through tick fever and I am re-
ferring to other companies which have
been affected. I do not know what can be
done but the Minister has expert advice
at his command. A certain amount of
spraying is carried out and a certain
amount of inoculating is done; but once
the cattle get into a ship, so ITam informed,
it is difficult to handle and inoculate them.

When I was in Queensland many years
ago, I had a talk with one of the agri-
cultural experts in that State-he was a
doctor whose name I cannot recall but
he was regarded as one of the foremost
authorities on this disease in Australia.
He told me that the cattle could be
inoculated with some vaccine which he
claimed was almost 100 per cent. effective.
Of course, their cattle were not being
shipped but he explained to me that where
a stockman or a drover found a bullock
down with tick fever and It was not likely
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to get up, it was given a shot of this
vaccine, Ackaprin, I think the name was,
and that it effected a cure in almost 100
per cent, of cases. I believe they are now
using a new vaccine which is supposed to
be as good.

The great losses in the Kimberleys are
caused because cattle which come off clean
country have to go through tick-infested
country and they rapidly pick up the dis-
ease. Tick fever causes heavy mortality
on land and sea. It has been suggested to
me that one way of overcoming the losses
would be by using road trains. I do not
know whether that Is a practical proposi-
tion or whether the roads in the Kimi-
berleys would stand up to the heavy
traffic, but I know that cattle are taken
by truck from stations on the Fitzroy to
the meatworks in Broome.

While we have succeeded to a large ex-
tent in combating disease among stock in
most parts of the State-and I refer to
the falling disease and braxy and foot-
rot amongst sheep and other diseases
which occur in both sheep and cattle-we
do not seem to have met with much
success in regard to cattle diseases in the
Kixnberleys. I believe a research officer
from the Department of Agriculture is
stationed up there and so I would like the
Minister to have a look into these matters
and discuss these problems with his officers
to see if some effective means can be taken
to minimise the losses which are now
occurring.

The iYnister for Lands: I shall.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I hope the

Minister will try to make the time avail-
able to visit Queensland, and meet the
Minister faor Agriculture In that State, and
that he will take one of his officers with
him to confer with the Queensland experts.
The disease about which I have spoken
also occurs in the northern parts of New
South Wales and the information that the
Minister could obtain would be of value
and would probably be the means of stir-
ring up greater interest to see if some
effective steps could be taken to minimise
the very heavy losses which are occurring.

Next, I want to have a word or two to
say about the Agriculture Protection
Hoard. I think this body is doing good
work and there is much enthusiasm in
that department. I have already referred
to the rabbit menace and I do not want
to cover that ground again. Under the
amendment to the Land Tax Act, which
Parliament has agreed to, the Vermin
Board will receive £100,000 per annumn but
there will be authority in the Act, by the
amendment which I was able to have In-
serted, for the Treasurer to Increase that
amount from time to time if he thinks
it desirable.

While the rabbit has been a menace and
a curse in many areas, it has now been
almost wiped out and other vermin are
causing great losses. I was wondering

if anything more effective could be done
to combat the kangaroo menace in the
northern areas of the State. They must
make a great deal of difference to the
carrying capacity of the country because
they eat the best of the food and I should
think that a kangaroo would eat just as
much grass as a sheep. I have heard
pastoralists being criticised for overstock-
ing their country and thereby causing
erosion; and I think some of that criticism
has been justified.

But I would say to the Minister that in
those areas, even if no stock were carried,
the tremendous Increase in kangaroo num-
bers would be such that erosion would.
still be caused and that problem would
still be with us. So apart from causing
great financial losses, the kangaroo is
doing Its Part in causing erosion and
thereby decreasing the value of pastoral
land in the areas affected. I know that
efforts are being made by officers of the
Department of Agriculture effectively to-
control this pest and one can only hope
that those efforts will meet with some suc-
cess.

The use of trace elements in this State
has made a great difference and will
greatly increase the carrying capacity of
much of our agricultural land. I am told
by Practical men who visited Esperance
Downs, that it is because of the discovery
of trace elements that the future of the-
Esperance country is so bright. Had we
known of these trace elements years ago,
probably the Minister for Health would
have already seen those flourishing farms
which he has talked about for many Years
in this Chamber. The only thing that
worries me at present in regard to the
fanner is the heavy cost of superphos-
phate. It appears that the farmer May
be involved in further cost in this direc-
tion and I think we could do more about
the scientific application of superphosphate
to the land. I think some of us are using
too much super.

The Minister for Lands: That could be-
so, too.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Also I think
that some of the land which has been
supered for so many years could do with
less super and show no ill effects. I notice
that the Minister is glancing at the clock.

The Minister for Lands: No, I am easy.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I thank him

for the Interest he has shown. As I said,
I do not want to take up a lot of time or
unduly prolong the debate, so I shall now
conclude my remarks.

Vote Put and passed.
Vote-Rural & Industries Bank, £5:

MR. ACKLAND (Moore) [9.411: 1 want
to ask the Minister some questions regard-
ing the Rural & Industries Bank. The
Minister will recall that both the member
for Roe and 1, on two different occasions,.
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took deputations to him to try to obtain
some relief for settlers in our areas who
had gone on to the land with a certain
amount of capital but who were now find-
ing themselves in difficulties. Although, in
most instances, they have good security,
they have so far been unable to obtain any
assistance under the agency section of the
R. & I. Hank.

This evening the Minister has told us of
how much money has been made available
to secondary industries and when intro-
ducing the Estimates the Treasurer men-
tioned the sum of £1,000,000, practically
the whole of which had gone to Chamber-
lain Industries and I understand that
£146,000 has been made available to the
agricultural industry through the agency
sectiont. I understand tihat the greater
part of that money represents money that
has been repaid by farmers. I would like
to know if the Government intends to use
the agency section of the bank or whether
it is to be closed up because, for all the use
it is today, it might just as well not operate.

I have not yet had any answer to the
deputation that I took to the Minister with
reference to the farmers in the Eadgin-
garra area; and I understand that the
member for Roe has not had any definite
answer from the Minister with reference
to his deputation. So I ask the Minister
to advise us whether, following the in-
spection which was made by his depart-
mental officer, he intends to assist the
people who have taken up land and who
are very nearly at the end of their tether,
although they have Quite goad assets. As
I said, I am particularly interested in those
at Badgingarra.

Years ago the old Agricultural Bank per-
formed a very good service and hundreds
of farmers who have made good in this
State were put on their feet, although they
had no capital, by that bank. I do not ask
that the same thing should be done again.
but I think that those who have taken up
land, and who have had £1,000 or £2,000
and who have found that their income is
not sufficient to let them go an developing,
should be assisted in some way. The
member for Mt. Marshall referred to the
sort of things they have to do but I would
like to know whether the bank regards
these people as being worthy of considera-
tion; I think they are.

We have been told that £261,000 was
made available to Wundowie so that 100
men would be given employment, or kept
in employment. If as much money could
be made available to some of these people
on their Partly developed agricultural pro-
perties, it would help to keep at least three
times that number in active employment;
and because they are developing their pro-
perties they themselves will also keep a
great many more men in employment. I
would like the Minister to give us some
information about that.

I noticed that when dealing with the
Land Vote, the Minister gave us no infor-
mation at all with reference to the two
items I raised, namely, the Inkpen Berry-
brow estate, and the people who had
applied for land and could not be supplied
because there was not sufficient land
available.

The CHAIRMAN: I would draw the
attention of members to the fact that I
have allowed the member for Moore to
speak generally but actually he should be
speaking on an item.

Mr. Court: I spoke specifically to Item 1.
but apparently the Minister did not pro-
pose to reply or did not have the oppor-
tunity to reply.

The Minister for Lands: I intended to.
The CHAIRMAN: We are an flivision No.

32, which deals with the Rural & Industries
Bank.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. E.
K. Hoar-Warren-in reply) [9.471: I was
under the impression that I would be ex-
pected to reply after everybody had had
the opportunity to speak on the matters I
had dealt with. I thought the member for
Blackwood was rising at the moment I
was about to do so; I resumed my seat
and apparently the vote was put and
passed. I did not want to miss the chance
of saying a few words in reply because I
know that when members speak to these
debates, they have given a fair amount
of thought to the points raised and gen-
erally there is merit in their remarks.

On debates dealing with agriculture, I
have made it my practice to have copies
of members' speeches examined by depart-
mental officers, whether I reply to the
points in them or not. This is an oppor-
tunity for private members to express
themselves, and if they do avail them-
selves of it and if their speeches are not
examined, it would mean that they were
merely speaking to Hansard, and no value
would attach to their utterances. if there
is any substance In the remarks of the
member for Moore concerning the Inkpen
Estate, I will certainly have the matter
examined.

Mr. Ackland: There Is truth in it.
The MINISTER MOR LANDfS: I have

known the hon. member to make a mis-
take before, but if there is any truth In
the fact that the timber workers and the
Wundowie people are going on to unsur-
veyed land instead of being employed on
the Inkpen Estate, I will look into the
matter. It is a considerable time since
the Government bought the area from
that estate.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister is on the
general discussion again. I have allowed
him to continue in that strain so that he
may reply to the points raised by the mem-
ber for Moore.
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Vote put and passed.
Progress reported till a later stage of

the sitting.
(Continued on page 3788.)

B]ILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Council's Further Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

BILL-PENSIONS SUPPLEMENTATION
ACT CONTINUANCE AND

AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH PARKING
FACILITIES.

Concmil's Amendments.

Returned from the Council
schedule of 11 amendments.

with a

In Committee.
Mr. Sewell In the Chair; the Minister

for Transport in charge of the Bill.
No. 1.
Clause 4, page 4, line 16-Add after the

word "space" the words "or private
garage."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
I regret there are not sufficient copies of
the amendments for distribution to all
members. Of the 11 amendments made.
I propose to accept eight; the remaining
three deal with the same matter. The City
of Perth Parking Facilities Bill is not in-
tended to Interfere with private garages.
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and Passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2.
Clause 11, page 9, lines 23 and 24-De-

lete the words "and subject to the provi-
sions of Subsection (3a) of this section."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
At the instigation of the member for Cot-
tesloe, certain amendments were made in
respect of the supply of petrol and oil
and other facilities for the motorist. A
further addition was that while the ser-
vice stations could be in a parking station,
they could not be operated by the council.
The Legislative Council is opposed to Petrol
or similar facilities being provided in
parking stations. The member for Ned-
lands remarked that a parking station
without a petrol Pump would be like a
Public Park without a water tap. I think
that comment is most apt. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

[127]

No. 3.
Clause 11, page 10, lines 33 and 34-De-

lete paragraphs (a) and (b).
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:

I move-
That the amendment be not agreed

to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 4.
Clause 11, page 11-Delete Subelause

(3a).
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:

For the reasons I have already given, I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5.
Clause 15, page 12-Add a new subclause

to stand as Subclause (4) as follows:-
(4) Nothing contained in this sec-

tion shall be deemed to preclude the
continuance or operation of any park-
ing station or any parking facility
which was in operation on the first
day of December, one thousand nine
hundred and fifty-six.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
have no objection to this amendment.
There was no intention to interfere with
the facilities that apply at the moment;
it was merely to protect the position. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 6.
Clause 16, page 13, line 31-Delete the

words "not, without" and substitute the
word "with."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
All this amendment means is that the
coun~cil shall, with the approval of the
Minister, prescribe the uniform to be worn
by an Inspector. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. '7.
Clause 19. page 15, line 16-Delete the

word "inspector" and substitute the words
"the person authorised by the council."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Amendments Nos. '7 and 8 are consequen-
tial following an amendment moved by
the member for North Perth. It will be
remembered he voted against his own
amendment because of certain circum-
stances, although he intended to move
these amendments himself. This amend-
ment means that the authority outlined
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in the clause will be taken away from the
ordinary inspector, who need not be a
person of great education and standing,
and be left to the person authorised by
the council, who would be the responsible
individual to determine the matters con-
cerned. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed: the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 8.
Clause 19, page 15, line 24-Delete the

word "inspector" and substitute the words
"the Person authorised by the Council."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
For the reasons already given respecting
the previous amendment, I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
NO. 9.
Clause 21, page 18, line 31-Insert after

the word "traffic" the words "or a vehicle
trespassing on privately owned land."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
This will mean that the council may, with
the approval of the Minister make by-laws
defining the circumstances under w~hich a
vehicle causing obstruction to traffic or
trespassing on privately owned land within
a parking region, may be removed to a
specified place.

There could be a case in Perth of some-
body leaving his vehicle locked up in such
a place as to completely block a lane or
entrance to a building. In such circum-
stances, everyone will agree there should
be somebody vested with authority to see
that vehicle is removed. Unless this Pro-
vision is inserted in the Bill, the Perth
City Council's inspector will have to ap-
proach the police and the police will have
to approach the tow away person. The
amendment seems quite logical. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 10.
Schedule, Clause 2, page 22-Delete

paragraph (a) and substitute the follow-
Ing:-

(a) by adding after the word
"regulation in line 5 of the first pro-
viso to Subsection (8) the passage-
'and in addition, in any part of the
metropolitan area which is a parking
region, the Commissioner of Police
and the Council of the City of Perth
shall jointly and severally regulate
and control traffic and in that part
of that area in respect of the powers
conferred on the Council of the City
of Perth by the City of Perth Parking
Facilities Act, 1956."

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
This amendment deals with the schedule of'
the Bill. Upon reading the schedule the'
Police Traffic Branch felt its effect would
be that within a parking region, which
could be the whole of the area controlled
by the City of Perth, the Commissioner
of Poice would have no authority whatso-
ever. That might be, so far as ordinary
parking was concerned. A person could
be a drunken driver, could speed or drive
without lights, etc. and come within the
ambit of the Perth City Council. This
would be too ridiculous for words. I ob-
tained another legal opinion and some-
doubt was expressed as to whether the
amendment was really necessary. but at
the same time the advice was that it might
make the intention of Parliament clearer.
It was at my instigation that the Chief
Secretary proposed the amendment, which
was accepted. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's.

amendment agreed to.
No. 11.
Schedule, Clause 2, line 2-Delete the

word "or" secondly occurring and substi-
tute the words "but when authorised by,"

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Amendment put and passed; the Coun-

cils amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
A committee consisting of Mr. Ross

Hutchinson, Mr. O'Brien and the Minister
for Transport drew up reasons for not
agreeing to certain of the Council's
amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it insisted on Its.
amendments Nos. 5, 6, 8 and 9; had dis-
agreed to the further amendment made by
the Assembly to amendment No. 4; and
had agreed to the further amendment
made by the Assembly to amendment No.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1956-57.
In Committee Of Supply.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting, Mr. Moir in the Chair.

Vote-Agriculture, £740,365.
Item, Research stations, etc., £135,181.
Mr. WILD: I would like the Minister to

tell me concerning the Herdsmans Lake*
station, whether the Commonwealth Is
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providing certain funds for the setting up
-of this research station; and, if so. how
much. I would also like to know whether
it is intended to extend the scope of this
station to provide for poultry research. I
suggest that the Poultry research officer,
Mr. Ralph Morris, could, if he were made
available, put into effect some of the ideas
he formulated during his stay in America.
In conversation with him, I discovered that
the average number of eggs per bird in
America Is 220; whereas here, it is about
180. So if we could raise our standard to
that of America, there would be an uplift
of approximately 30 per cent, in egg
output.

Mr. HEARMAN: I wish to obtain some
information on this same Item generally.
I notice that there is to be an Increase
:in expenditure of £10,042 spread over 13
*or 14 research stations. I would like to
know where the expenditure is to be made
of the estimated amount of £135,161. is it
to be spent on maintenance In normal
routine or are worth-while improvements
to be made and new equipment to be
:Made available to the research officers in
those stations, or is it intended to develop
only one or two? I am particularly inter-
ested in the one concerned with horti-
cultural research.

Item, Assistance to agriculture, £2,070.
Mr. HEARMAN: In connection with this

item, I would like to know what the amount
of £2,070 is for. "Assistance to agri-
culture" is as wide as the world, and I
would like to know what is involved in
this instance.

Item, Artificial insemination of cattle,
£5,525.

Mr. WILD: I am Pleased to see that the
vote under this heading has been con-
siderably increased, and would like an as-
surance that the departmental officers are
100 per cent. behind the scheme. I have
no doubt that the Minister realises that
there have been certain officers very much
opposed to the scheme, and it has been a
colossal battle to get it going. In view of
the Proposed increased expenditure of
£3,695, I take it that the department is
fully convinced that AtI. is in the best
interests of the industry.

Item, Eradication of codling moth,
£25,000.

Mr. HEARMAN: I am pleased that the
'Government has been able to make this
money available for the eradication of
codling moth. The fruit growers are con-tributing a further £10,000, and I think
that the Minister will be the first to agree
that £25,000 is little enough for a job
of this importance.

What concerns me is that last year, after
the actual discovery of the outbreak-
which I think was probably the worst we
have had in this State-considerable fears
were expressed locally In Bridgetown that

there could be further outbreaks in more
widespread areas. We will not know that
for a while yet; but the point I want to
impress on the Minister is that I under-
stand that the £25,000 is allocated for
spraying and other expenses, and it is by
no means the only expenditure that will
be incurred generally. There Is the pos-
sibility of further outbreaks occurring.
perhaps at isolated orchards in the Bridge-
town area and outside the quarantine area
and possibly In other parts altogether.

When the present outbreak was dis-
covered, there was uncertainty amongst
the orchardists as to the degree of com-
pensation to be paid and in what manner
the whole matter would be tackled. I am
aware that it Is quite impossible for a
department to say within a day or two
exactly what could be done: but I think
the morale of the orchardists under such
circumstances could be considerably im-
proved if the Government could indicate
what financial assistance was forthcoming.
If the Government does not say it is
behind those concerned when an outbreak
occurs, the orchardists who may not have
codling moth on their properties but realise
they are liable to quarantine may en-
deavour to get rid of as much of their
crop as they can before the quarantine
is Imposed, and that is the quickest pos-
sible way to spread the Infestation.

The department went to great lengths
to trace the areas to which fruit had been
sent from the orchard where the out-
break started, and I understand some was
picked up at Harvey, so it Is possible that
there could be an outbreak there this
season. If that did happen, the Govern-
ment should make it known that it will
render the necessary financial assistance
to the orchardists and others concerned as
that would reduce the threat of future out-
breaks.

I think ours is the only area of com-
mercial apple growing In the world where
this pest Is not prevalent but its effect
here is worse than it is in the Eastern
States. Our yield is about two and a
half bushels per tree and in Tasmania it
is about 10 bushels. Here we require the
same number of sprayings at about the
same cost and that expenditure must be
debited against two and a half cases of
fruit per tree here, compared with 10 cases
per tree there, so members will see that
the financial impact of a general infesta-
tion would be infinitely more serious on
the industry here than in the Eastern
States.

The industry in Western Australia is
stable and exports a considerable value
of fruit per year. It generally manages
its own affairs satisfactorily and the fruit
growers' association I think has conducted
its business in an exemplary manner. Al-
though £25,000 is a substantial amount
In the circumstances, I think the Govern-
ment should be willing to spend a much
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larger sum should it become necessary that artificial insemination has come to
in order to deal with the pest, because
if it becomes widespread the Government
would be faced with an Infinitely heavier
expenditure.

The infestation in 1951 required the
quarantining of an area a mile square and
in the Bridgetown district some 1,400 acres
of orchard had to be quarantined. The
accepted marketing Provision regardfing
fruit from the quarantined area was that
it should be exported or sold in the Kal-
goorie area, but that Is inadequate in
this case as the Kalgoorlie market would
be permanently glutted. However, this
Year the department relented and the re-
mainder of the Industry reluctantly
accepted the idea that if sufficient super-
vision was exercised, fruit from the
quarantined area could be put on the local
market without restrictions. However,
there are considerable misgivings and any
future outbreaks outside the quarantined
area should be dealt with expeditiously by
the Government. Money expended in that
direction will be well spent by the Govern-
ment because if the codling moth got out of
band, the cost to the Government would be
infinitely more than £25,000 per year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Dealing with the various items to which
reference has been made. I cannot say
whether the Commonwealth now subscribes
financially to the poultry demonstration
farm at Herdsman's Lake. I think it is
entirely a State matter. Although I have
not had a report from Mr. Morris since his
return from America. I believe there will
be substantial alterations in the policy and
the work that has been going on in demon-
strating to poultry farmers in regard to
both breeding and feeding methods over
the last two years, may be discontinued.
However, other activities will be com-
menced largely as the result of Mr. Morris's
experience in America, which I think will
be invaluable to this State.

The poultry branch of the Department
of Agriculture is admittedly in the lead of
any other department of agriculture in the
Commonwealth, largely due to the great
enthusiasm of Mr. Morris himself. He was
responsible for drawing up a statement on
certain aspects of poultry experiments
which has just about become the standard
of the Commonwealth. I was privileged
to present to the Agricultural Council and
therefore to the Commonwealth, a report
on much of the work of our branch and it
is highly regarded throughout Australia.
The Commonwealth was particularly in-
terested in Mr. Morris's trip overseas but
I do not yet know what will be done apart
from the change of policy that I have
mentioned.

The reference to artificial insemination
speaks for itself. in the first year we spent
only about £500 on the yards, etc., but the
enthusiasm of farmers in the South-West
has led departmental officers to believe

stay, so far as cattle are concerned, and
Its advantages in regard to breeding stock
cannot be over-estimated. It is the Gov-
ernment's intention to proceed in this
regard not only in the South-West but
wherever else it Is possible.

I cannot answer the question of the
member for Blackwood with regard to
assistance to agriculture as I have not the
detailed information regarding these Esti-
mates with me. If he is particularly in-
terested, I will obtain the Information for
him.

The question of the codfling moth out-
break has been handled by him and by me
fairly completely In relation to both the
growers' organisation and the department.
I think the Government was generous in
making available this Year £25,000 out of
a total of £35,000, and I believe the hon.
member appreciates that the Government
and the department have done all that can
be reasonably asked at this stage. I am
very glad to report that I had a discussion
with Mr. Powell only yesterday afternoon
and he expressed himself as being delighted
with the progress that has been made in
the district particularly affected. Since
then, at any rate, the serious Proportions
of the disease have been tremendously re-
duced and Mr. Powell said that'he can
see daylight for the first time. Whether
there will be any necessity for the Govern-
ment to give assistance next Year and the
year after that, I am unable to say, but
the sympathies of the Government have
been adequately expressed this year and
it will have to review the Position as time
goes on.

I feel very pleased about what has been
done not only by the officers of the de-
partment but also, in particular, by the
growers themselves, because even that
which existed hitherto should not be per-
mitted to continue. The greatest step in
the way of advance that has been made is
the change of thought in the minds of
the growers who have been affected. They
now realise that possibly their industry
could face extinction and I have no doubt
about the future provided we can have the
co-operation of the growers which I am
sure will be forthcoming. The efficiency
of the department, coupled with the fact
that the Government is willing, at all times,
to have a look at such a position will re-
sult. within a certain time, in permanent
eradication of this pest.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-College of Agriculture, £53,496;

Agriculture Protection Board, £29,038;
Bush Fires Board, £12,154-agreed to.

Vote-Medical, £2,892,953:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-EYre) (10.49]: The estimated
cost of maintaining hospitals this finan-
cial Year is £2,892,953. compared with an
expenditure of £2,889,988 in 1955-56. The
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main reasons for this increase are in-
creased rates of pay for nurses and domes-
tic staff, and increases in Public Service
margins and the basic wage. Tht shortage
of trained nursing staff still continues to
be acute and every effort is being made
to overcome this situation. As I have
indicated In the past, there Is no short-
term solution to this problem.

Our recent attempts to secure nurses
from the United Kingdom-without en-
couraging them to leave there, the hos-
pitals overseas being also faced with an
acute staff problem-have so far been
negligible in the results achieved. Within
the last few weeks, however, five nurses
came to Western Australia from the United
Kingdom under the scheme whereby the
department meets the cost of transport
expenses up to £150 sterling, subject to
the condition that the nurses will serve
in a country hospital for a period of two
years.

Members are well aware, of course, that
the nursing situation is not so difficult
in the metropolitan area as it is in the
country. At this time of the year there
is a trend away from the country, which
makes the nursing situation more difficult.
Recent appeals to major metropolitan hos-
pitals to assist have resulted in a few
nurses being made available on a short-
term basis. These nurses, however, will
return to the metropolitan area.

Our bursary scheme is attracting some
candidates and this year 80 girls have
applied. The benefits of this scheme will
be reflected in the future. The depart-
ment is continuing with its drive for the
recruitment of nurses and a part of this
programme Is lectures by departmental
officers to girls in secondary schools in
order to encourage them to enter a nurs-
ing career.

As far as funds have permitted, a pro-
gramme of improvement of buildings and
equipment has been undertaken in the hos-
pitals. Planning is being undertaken for
urgent work in the North-West, but
finance is required before this programme
can be undertaken. However, at Wynd-
hamn district hospital, construction is at
an advanced stage on a new maternity
block, new kitchen, new outpatients' de-
partment and new domestic staff quarters.
New residences have been erected for the
matron at the Port Hedland native hos-
pital and the district medical officer at
Broome. At Carnarvon hospital, major
additions and alterations to the midwifery
block are nearing completion.

The following works have also been
completed-

Collie hospItal-new 26 bed midwifery
block.

Cunderdin hospital - new nurses'
quarters.

Moora hospital-new nurses' quarters
and major effluent disposal scheme.

Fremantle hospital-remodelling and
modernisation of several wards.

Three Springs hospital-new effluent
disposal scheme.I

Wyalkatchem hospital-new theatre
and labour ward block.

King Edward Memorial hospital-air-
conditioning of nurseries.

Kalgoorlie hospita-major improve-
ments to kitchen.

Rosella hospital, Geraldton-major
alterations and additions.

Dalwallinu hospital - new kitchen
block.

The following work is well in hand:-
Bunbury hospital-major additions,

including aL lift and a new nmech-
anised laundry-practically com-
plete.

Pingelly hospital-new midwifery and
theatre blocks and new kitchen.

Harvey hospital-new staff quarters-
almost complete.

Armadale-Kelmscott hospital - new
midwifery block, new laundry and
-rebuilding of the kitchen.

Fremantle hospital - modernisation
and mechanisation of laundry-al-
most complete.

Pemberton hospital-major additions
to midwifery section, new theatre
and outpatients' department.

Hawthorn hospital -new nurses'
quarters-practically complete.

Devonleigh hospital, Cottleslee -
major additions which will provide
10 additional midwifery beds, new
theatre and labour ward, a. new
laundry and new kitchen block.

Donnybrook hospital-new theatre
and labour ward block.

Dalwallinu hospital-renovatiofis to
quarters and major renovations to
hospital buildings about to com-
mence.

Boddington hospital-new midwifery
block, new kitchen block, etc.

Tenders have been let for a new child-
ren's ward, x-ray and office facilities at
the Bridgetown hospital, and alterations,
additions and major renovations at the
Coolgardie hospital. Tenders are at pres-
ent being called for a new kitchen block,
hot water system and extensive repairs
and renovations at the Mt. Magnet
hospital. Tenders are also being called
for a new 25-bed midwifery block and a
new theatre block at the Manjimup hos-
pital. Tenders will be called shortly for
repairs and renovations and new drainage
at the Williams hospital.

The Royal Perth Hospital's new wing
will be completed by Christmas and the
adaptations there for medical school pur-
poses are progressing according to plan, to
accommodate first-year medical students
next year. Major hospital planning in the
metropolitan area and country districts is
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being undertaken1 but the implementation
of this programme will be subject to the
availability of funds.

In regard to public health, the depart-
ment's major activity during the year has
been the immunisation of children and
expectant mothers against poliomyelitis.
Salk vaccine produced by the Common-
wealth Health Laboratories became avail-
able to this State at the end of June this
year, and on the 2nd July, the four mobile
poliomyelitis units, supplemented by a
number of local authority clinics, com-
menced immunization of children up to the
age of 15 years throughout the State and
also expectant mothers. Immunization has
been carried on continuously since and by
the end of this year over half of all children
izt the State will have received two in-
jeeuns. It is anticipated that all remain-
ing children will have received their two
injections before June, 1951.

Following on the completion of surveys
which have determined areas where
trachomna Is most prevalent, the depart-
:ment is intensifying its efforts to eradicate
the disease. Trachoma teams have been
:appointed and the necessary drugs are
-made available without charge for the
treatment of those found suffering from
the disease. The infant health service now
-virtually covers the whole of the State.
Qualified sisters visit the Murchison and
North-West periodically. With Govern-
ment and Lotteries Commission assistance
many new infant health buildings have
been established in the portion of the State
South of Geraldton. A dentist has been
appointed for Carnarvon and the necessary
accommodation is almost completed.

in regard to tuberculosis, the construc-
tion of the 200-bed chest hospital is Pro-
ceeding to plan, and it is anticipated that
it will be completed in October, 1957. The
case-finding Programme of the tuberculosis
control branch will be intensified In 1957
as, in addition to units operating in the
larger country centres and the metropoli-
tan area, the new semi-trailer unit com-
missioned in September this year will be
used to x-ray the smaller country towns.

During the year the tuberculosis labora-
tory was transferred from the Royal Perth
Hospital to the new chest clinic building
and all work is now performed there. The
appointment of a full-time tuberculosis
officer in Kalgoorlie, which will take effect
in the new year will, it is anticipated, pro-
vide a more complete service for patients
and local medical practitioners.

With regard to mental hospitals, in
mental health modern methods of treat-
ment are being pursued. A well-appointed
outpatients psychiatric clinic has been
established at Havelock-st., West Perth.
The attendance of patients at this clinic
for the seven months it has been opened
reflects the great need for an outpatient

centre of this type and very good work is
being done there. Its success seems assured
in both the treatment and the preventive
fields.

Pressure on the Heathcote reception hos-
pital with nearly 1,000 admissions per an-
num has necessitated the establishment
of a similar unit at Claremont, where a
detached ward Is being remodelled for this
purpose and where modemn treatments can
be applied. Over-crowding In our mental
hospitals is still a problem of some mag-
nitude, and with buildings now over 50
years old, the necessity to remodel and,
in some cases, to rebuild, becomes a
costly item of expense. Modernisation to
give the benefits of new methods of treat-
ment is essential. Progress in this respect
is being planned and, within the finance
available, is being carried out.

A large new occupational centre has
been established at Claremont. A new
ward and occupational centre have been
opened for ex-servicemen at Lemnos hos-
pital and transfers from Claremont have
been effected. At the farm hospital at
Whitby Falls, a ward of 62 beds is ex-
pected to be completed by the middle of
next year. An annexe to the Greenplace
hospital for women has been acquired and
will be renovated before occupation. Ad-
ditional staff is being acquired to meet
these new developments. The site for a
completely now mental hospital has been
purchased at Guildford,

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[11.1]: This financial year the estimate
for the departments administered by the
Minister for Health will exceed the ex-
penditure of last year by £.345,423. The
estimates for those departments total
£5,678,428. This is the second highest
figure. the estimate for the Education De-
partment being approximately £1,000,000
more. The items under this vote are made
up of salaries, marginal and basic wage
increases, hospital fund allocations, etc.,
and amount to almost £3,000,000. This
huge estimate will create a big headache
for the department. To the people of
the State it means that, in effect, the
cost of sickness will be at a premium. I
feel that a very serious attempt should
be made to effect economies.

The Minister for Health: How do 'you
suggest doing that?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minis-
ter would have to examine his own de-
partment with a view to seeing whether
or not any of the staff can be dispensed
with. In every hospital he should call
for a full report to ascertain if It is over-
staffed. In this regard I would exempt
hospitals in country centres because, by
and large, they are understaffed. In com-
mon with a number of other people in
the State, I am alarmed at the trend in
hospital costs.
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The Minister for Health: Would you say
that the hospitalisation costs at Pre-
mantle are too high?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I would say
they are too high for the average person
to pay. A serious endeavour should be
made to prevent the meteoric rise that
has occurred in recent years from con-
tinuing. I know that hospital boards tend
to put on staff where staff could be done
without. I myself have had experience
of that. I have endeavoured to effect eco-
nomies in certain hospitals, but in the
general desire to do the best for every-
body, my efforts were unavailing. An at-
tempt should be made to examine closely
all hospital costs. It is all very well to
accept the position that nothing is too
good for the sick. I agree with that view,
but we should be as realistic as possible.
We should not let the department roam
in such a fashion that sickness would be
priced out of reach of the ordinary per-
son. I am disturbed about the continued
increases. This year there is an increase in
the estimate over the expenditure of last
year amounting to £345,000.

Mr. O'Brien: You should realise that
expenditure covers eight departments.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: I realise
that, but the one that stands out as the
biggest spending department is the Medi-
cal Department. If the hon. member
examines the figures In the items, he will
know what I am saying is true. Hospital
fund allocations in themselves amount to
almost £3,000,000. Another matter upon
which I want to touch concerns the King
Edward Memorial Hospital. I would like
the Minister to inform us whether or not
he is still the virtual dictator of that hos-
pital and whether he has re-appointed the
board.

The Minister for Health: I can tell you
that I am not a rubber stamp.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
informed us months ago that he was In
charge, if I might mellow the term.

The Minister for Health: You want to
put me in the same class as Stalin?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: I do not
think the Minister could be anywhere
near that category. What does he intend
to do about the appointment of that
board? Does he intend to reappoint the
board in tote or a new board? I would
like to know what stand he is taking this
time In the light of what he said months
ago that he was in charge of the affairs
of that hospital. What will he do in re-
gard to the appointment of the adminis-
trator? Is the appointment pending or
has a decision been made? I hope the
Minister can give me a satisfactory answer
because in the Public interest he should
make some decision on that Point.

The question of whether the adminis-
trator should come from outside Austra-
lia or not is very important because of
the method of calling for applications.
Such practice Is going on in other depart-
ments of which I am not permitted to
speak now. Applications are being called
for the position of Director of the Art Gal-
lery, and similar applications are being
called by other departments, so it is im-
portant that we should know something
about the appointment of the adminis-
trator in this case.

THE MNISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Eyre-ln reply) [11.11]: The
financial position has been examined. The
Government realises that costs are in-
creasing steadily. We also know that in
comparison with other States the costs In
this State are not too high. Nevertheless,
I do not want to take as a lead the fact
that hospital costs in other States are
greater than those in this State. I as-
sure the member for Cottesloe that the
Government views this trend with all
seriousness, but he should remember that
costs everywhere are going up. He should
also realise that we have an increased
population and so the staff of hospitals
must be increased. There have also been
increases in salaries and margins. For
those reasons, it Is very difficult to keep
costs down. I realise the seriousness of
the situation because I have a lot to do
with hospitals and businesses. I realise
that to run an organisation successfully
it Is necessary to keep costs down as much
as possible.

As far as the Royal Perth Hospital is
concerned, we have a very good adminis-
trator and he has taken a very serious
view of the position. He has done every-
thing possible to keep costs down. He has
not been successful although he might be
more successful than anybody else in the
same position. The same remarks apply to
Fremantle hospital of which the hon. mem-
ber is a board member. In regard to the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, the
member for Cottesloe knows perfectly well
that the Government revoked the appoint-
ment of the overseas applicant. A local
administrator, highly qualified and recom-
mended by the committee, will be ap-
pointed. The Government desires to fix
up the revocation before proceeding with
the appointment. As to the appointment
of the board at that hospital, I have no
objection to reappointing the old board.
not exactly in toto but very nearly so.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Government
will not appoint the applicant first re-
commended by the committee?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
the applicant from England. That ap-
pointment has been revoked.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When will the
local appointment be made?
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: As soon
as the position in England has been fixed
UP.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The Government
will have to pay him some form of com-
pensation.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
do not think so. If it is necessary we will
see that he is not out of Pocket. I do not
think he has been put out In any way.

Mr. Court: I should say he has injured
his career where he is.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I dis-
agree. I do not think he has injured his
career. A person who has controlled a
hospital with 900 to 1.000 beds will not
injure his career by having his appoint-
ment as administrator of a 100-bed hospi-
tal revoked. His status will not be re-
duced. In fact, it might be raised by
Pointing out that he was too good for the
appointment in this State.

Vote put and passed.

jYote-Homes. £343,258;

11R COURT (Nedlands) tll.15]: My
,direct interest is in Sunset because it is
In my electorate, but the principle of
caring for the aged is involved in this
division. The Minister knows that there
-is one matter on which I have differed
fromn him and that is on the question of
differential payments. It is iniquitous
that because a man gets a war pension he
should have to pay more than the man
who sleeps in the bed alongside Of him
and who receives exactly the same service.
However, it appears that the Government
has dug its toes in on this issue and is
not prepared to budge. The latest in-
formation I have is that because the R.S.L.
makes a differential charge at Faversham.
the Government considered that is Justi-
fication for what it, the Government, is
doing.

The Minister for Health: It is a good
example.

Mr. COURT: I do not agree with what
the R.S.L. is doing there. It is inequit-
able that not only war pensioners but
other People who have been thrifty and
who have contributed to pension schemes,
should have to pay a differential charge.

The Minister for Health: I think they
are getting cheap treatment, in any ease.

Mr. COURT: There is no quarrel wit
that. The members of the staff at Sunset
go out of their way to give good service,
and the inmates feel they are getting a
fair go. I go to Sunset at any time, aind
I have never found the Place mismanaged
or neglected.

The Minister for Health: And the food
is quite good.

Mr. COURT: Yes. There is no quarrel
about that. It is the differential charge
that rankles with me. If the Minister
were there, he would be sore if he were
charged £1 or 15s. more than other people.

The Minister for Health: The position
is the same at York.

Mr. COURT: That does not make it
right. There is a large maintenance pro-
gramme outstanding in respect of Sunset,
and it is urgent that something should be
done during the summer months so that
the old chaps will not be inconvenienced
in the winter. Sunset is an old place and
it does not get the necessary treatment
to brighten it up and make It more livable
for the old chaps.

The~ ±viidLer for Health: There is work
to be done there by the Public Works
Department.

Mr. COURT: This is maintenance work.
I cannot understand why it cannot be
fitted in in the ordinary course of revenue
expenditure. If it is to be done, I ask
that it be carried out before the wet
weather sets in. It is difficult to get from
ward to ward because the water just pours
over the verandahs. The inmiates cannot
pass from one place to another. The Mt.
Henry Home is a new place and every-
thing there is of the most elaborate order.
But very little is being spent to keep Sun-
set up to standard.

The Minister for Health: That has
mostly come from the Lotteries Commis-
sion.

Mr. COURT: True, but is not the com-
mission going too far with the type of
accommodation at Mt. Henry?

Mr. May: There is nothing too good for
these people.

Mr. COURT: We all subscribe to that
theory, but there is a reservation. If we
have a waiting list of several hundred,
with no chance of their being taken out
of hovels-in rural areas--for months, is
it not better to drop the building standard
a little, while retaining the present food,
service and medical treatment standards?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I believe that is
being done with the schools.

Mr. COURT: Yes. The department is
trying to achieve a greater Pupil coverage
for the same amount of money. Would
it not be better to do the same thing here?

Mr. May: They should build some of
these places in the larger country towns.

Mr. COURT: That is true. The old
people could then stay in the locality
where they have friends. The Minister
could represent the position to the Lot-
teries Commission and could point out
that whilst it Is very nice to have these
lovely memorials to the commission-I
have been staggered at the standard and
quality of the buildings-it would perhaps
be better if 30 Per cent. more people could
be accommodated for the expenditure of
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the same amount of money. These people
would then be under proper care and
treatment. Many of the people on the
waiting Uit, I suppose, have not relatives
prepared to iookT after them. Let us get
theste people reasonably well accommo-
dated quickly, and we can go from there
by improving the standard. The way they
are going, they will never catch up.

Mr. May: They will never catch up in
any case.

Mr. COURT: They could.
Mr. May;: I have had one admission to

Mt. Henry in 10 years.
Mr. COURT: I have done better than

that. lIf over 10 years we could solve the
problem, we could then start to elaborate
on the standard of accommodation.

THE MNISTER FOR H1EALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Eyre-in reply) [11.25]: I
agree with the member for Nedlands in
regard to Mt. Henry Home. It is most
elaborate, but, as other members say,
there is nothing too good for these people.
I think that too. On the other hand, it
would be better if we could accommodate
more. The last time I saw the list there
were about 500 people waiting to enter
the home, so the position is difficult. We
are endeavouring to build clubs to help the
elderly people in that way, and to keep
them out of the homes. We assist by
-meals on wheels." It is better if we can
keep them in their own homes, if they
have them. A big effort has been made
in that direction. The Lotteries Co-mis-
sion has done a wonderful job and I would
not like to intimate to the commission
that what it has done is too elaborate.

Mr. Court: I think the present chair-
man would be very receptive. He would
be a realist In this matter.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I shall
have a little bit of a talk with him, but
I would not like to see the standard re-
duced too low.

Mr. Court: There is no need to inter-
fere with the standard of the service.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
Is so, and I would not want the standard
of the buildings reduced. We need to have
something really decent for the senior
citizens.

There might be something in what the
hon. member has said about the charges
at Sunset. nevertheless the acconmmoda-
tion is cheap. These people have the
money, and by paying what they do, it
helps someone else. What would they do
with the money? They would probably
leave it to someone else. Let them do
their bit towards paying for what it would
cost if they were not in the home. It
would cost them a lot more If they had
to live out. The food is good and so is
the accommodation and the administra-
tion. Generally speaking, the inmates are
very happy.

Vote put and passed.

Vot es-Public Health, £452,380; Tuber-
culosis, £583,369; Mental Hospitals and
Inebriates, £884,393; Crown Law Offices,
C488,492; Licensing, £7,906; Arbitration
Court, £25,67?-agreed to.

Vote-Education, £6,485,205:

THE MMNSTER FORL EDUCATION
(Hon. W, Hegney-Mt. Hawthorn)
[11.303: 1 propose to make a few general
remarks on the introduction of the Esti-
mates for the Education Department, the
Department of Labour and the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office and I shall start
with the last department first. Members
have had the opportunity of discussing
the administration of this office on the
Bill which was introduced earlier in the
session to extend the franchise of the
State office. At this stage I only need
say that the building in St. George's Ter-
race for the office has been completed
and it now houses a number of Govern-
ment departments in modemn offices.
Amongst those departments are a branch
of the Rural & Industries Bank, the Pub-
lie Trustee, the Licensing Board, the
Workers' Compensation Board, the Public
Service Commissioner's Office, the Child
Welfare Department and a number of
other Government departments. I feel
sure that it has filled a long felt want
as regards office accommodation for de-
partments.

Mr. Roberts: Is it fully occupied now?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Practically. I might at this stage men-
tion that the general manager, Mr. Bawn,
will be retiring next year. He will retire
before Parliament meets again and I would
like to Place on record the Government's
appreciation of the outstanding service he
has given to the State Government Insur-
ance Office. He was appointed to the
managership some years ago and I think
all members who know him, and who know
of his work will agree that his has been a
splendid record. The Government appre-
ciates to the fullest possible extent the
work he has performed not only in his
capacity as the general manager of the
State Government insurance Office but
also as accountant of the Forests Depart-
ment and as an officer of the Crown Law
Department.

The Department of Labour and the Fac-
tories and Shops Department have trans-
ferred to the State Government Insurance
Office building and while the Department
of Labour is not a big one numerically, It
is one of the most important departments
in the Government service. A number of
industrial officers are employed who are
required to deal with all phases of indus-
trial matters as they relate to Govern-
mernt employees. During the last three
years I have noticed that although with
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regard to some minor matters It is ques-
tionable as to whether they are industrial
in character, they are still referred to the
Department of Labour for attention.

During the last 18 months, on behalf
of the Government and the industrial
unions concerned, these officers have ad-
justed 140 awards or industrial agreements
In regard to the question of margins and
other allowances, and I think In only two
cases were we obliged to refer the matters
to the court for a decision. So I1 would
like to extend my thanks to those officers
for the assistance they have given me din'-
Iug the past few years,

I come now to my major department-
and it Is the major department in the
State service so far as spending is con-
cerned-and members will see that the
estimate for this year is approximately
E6,500,000. That sum of money and more
will be required In the field of education.
The purpose of education, among other
things, is to equip a boy or girl to earn his
or her livelihood and to equip him or her
to take his or her place as a citizen In
our democracy. Thirdly, education en-
ables our children to develop what latent
talents they have so that they are able to
enjoy a full life. Those, briefly, are three
of the purposes of education and In the
process a large sum of money is spent.

While some people may say that edu-
cation Is a department which Is the big-
gest spender of all Government depart-
ments, and for which there is no return,
it will be admitted that, taking a long range
view, the money invested in education will
return most of all. It is the best invest-
mernt possible and it is with those senti-
ments. that I touch on the question of
spending In the Education Department.

To give members some small idea of
the problems that confront the department
In this State, it may be mentioned that
In 1946. which is just 10 years ago, the
number of children in the State schools
of Western Australia was approximately
56,000 and today that figure has increased
to 102,000 and by 1950 It will have in-
creased by another 28,000, Members will
see that the average increase for the next
four Years will be 6,000 or 7,000 and it will
be necessary for the Government to find
primary, secondary and technical class-
room accommodation for them.

The Government will have to ensure that
there is an even flow of young men and
women into the teachers' training col-
leges sop that we will have the requisite
men and women to teach our children.
That brings me to the question of the two
teachers training colleges at Claremont
and Graylands. We have approximately
915 young men and women in training and
only last week I had the Pleasure of issuing
352 certificates to trainees who had passed
the necessary examinations and who will
In February be transferred to various

schools between Wyndham and Esperance.
We have signed agreements with certain
students and there will be approximately
950 trainees in the two training colleges
next year, and we estimate that next De-
cember there will be 440 graduates from
the two colleges.

There are specialist teachers at those
colleges and I need not go into details re-
garding the training of the students and
the payment of training allowances and of
those teachers who are training the youth
at those two schools; but that item alone
runs into the beat part of £500,000. We
pay £620 to £640 a year for a trainee who
is married with children and the single
girls and boys receive reasonable allow-
ances during their period of training,

During the last calendar year 234 class-
rooms were built and owing to the in-
creased number of children who will enter
our schools year by year we will find it
Increasingly necessary to supply further
accommodation. As members know, the
Government will build classrooms to the
limit of its financial ability. Secondary
school accommodation is a matter of
necessity and we gave serious considera-
tion to the question of raising the school-
leaving age. This matter was mentioned
by the member for Cottesloe. We con-
sidered raising the age to 15 years in ac-
cordance with the Act passed in 1943;
but we found that, because of circum-
stances with which we were faced, it would
be impracticable. We then gave con-
sideration to increasing the age in two
steps, to 140 the first year and 15 the
next.

I had a comprehensive survey made by
the acting Director of Education and the
superitendents. They did not carry out
that survey by rule of thumb but after it
was made, it was found that a number of
extra teachers would be required, further
accommodation would be necessary in
addition to that required for the increased
number of pupils, and we were obliged to
delay the implementation of that very
desirable proposal. I know the question
has been raised as to how the Government
could raise the school-leaving age to 15
years when it has not sufficient equipment.
We would not raise the school-leaving age
unless we had the essential equipment in
our secondary and technical schools so
that the necessary training could be given
to those boys and girls who would have
natural inclinations to follow various
activities.

We have built a very fine trades school
at Wembley where certain mechanical
trades such as fitting, boiler making and
welding are taught and students have been
transferred from the Perth Technical
College. It Is encouraging to know that as
the years go by our young boys and girls
who leave school are not discontinuing
their studies. Apart from those who take
out apprenticeships and are required to go
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to the technical schools under the terms
of their indentures, there are a number of
boys and girls who are taking up studies
In the technical colleges and that is all to
the good. We have not all the accommo-
dation we would like to have for our
technical training but we are not neglect-
ing that field of education.

I receive correspondence and representa-
tions from parents and citizens' associa-
tions and members of Parliament every
day of the week to spend money in certain
directions. But only a few years ago the
Education Vote in this State was merely
£500,000 whereas the estimate for the
coming year is approximately £86,500,000.
Included in that figure Is one item, the
transport of school children, which alone
will cast approximately £964,000. That is
a colossal figure, comparatively speaking,
but as I said to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition the other evening by way of Inter-
jection, "What is the alternative?"

Years ago teachers were teaching in
what are called one-teacher bush schools.
In those schools the children did not con-
tact other children living only a few miles
away and so after serious consideration the
department decided on the consolidation
of schools and this policy has been pro-
gressing over the last 30 odd years. To-
day there are approximately 500 buas con-
tracts and millions of miles are run each
year. The aggregate amount of those
contracts, with the subsidising that is
necessary, is almost £1,000,000.

Even if it were suggested that we go
back to the old one-teacher school, we
would not have the teachers necessary or
the requisite accommodation and, what is
most important, the children would not
get the training and social contacts avail-
able to children within a radius of 30 miles
from the school. We are able to place
specialist teachers in various country cen-
tres which enables the child in the
country to obtain a reasonable start in
life.

Mr. Ross Hutehinson: I agree and I
think the £1,000,000 you mention should
be regarded in the light of a saving
effected in respect of those one-teacher
schools.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
figure might look large but it is necessary.
I can see no alternative. In the last two
and a half years I have visited 208 schools.
I have been as far south as Denmark and
Shannon River and as far north as North-
amnpton and Nabawa. I have made in-
quiries from parents and citizens that I
have contacted with the headmasters, and
I must say that I have not received strong
or specific complaints concerning the num-
ber of miles children were travelling.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:- Did you give some
of them a half-holiday?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
gave some of them a full holiday, depend-
Ing on circumstances. Their health does

not seem to suffer while they are travelling
but, of course, there are limits and it de-
pends on the nature of the road and other
factors. The way in which the school
buses are run and conducted, however, has
led to the problem being largely overcome
in Western Australia.

At this stage, I would like to pay a
special tribute to certain teachers. We
have 3,800 teachers ini the department and,
of course, we require to step them up each
year, I do not know whether any member
of this House has visited the schools I
propose to mention but if at any time
members would like to visit them, I will
make the necessary arrangements.

It is all very well to talk about teaching
normal healthy children in our primary
and secondary schools but in order to see
what is really taking place one must visit
schools like the school for the deaf at
Cottesloe, the spastic welfare centre at Mt.
Lawley, the institution for the mentally
retarded, which is at Ouildford, the school
for the blind at Maylands or the slow
learning children's school at Victoria Park-
One must really see those children and
teachers in operation to appreciate what a6
magnificent job they are doing. These
teachers are doing a wonderful job under
great difficulties.

The other day at Mosman Park I wit-
nessed a most extraordinary thing. Pre-
viously it was the practice to teach deaf
and dumb children on their fingers or by
helping them to lip read. Today they
have a different system altogether and
I saw a demonstration of allegedly dumb
children which astounded me. These
children are being taught to form words.
I saw a little play put on which was really
amazing and which would have made any
person who had seen it very proud. The
children in this school are being taught
voice production and physical training
and an endeavour is being made to help
them to live as ordinary citizens. As I have
already said, the teachers and the children
are doing a wonderful job.

I would now like to touch on primary
education, secondary education, manual
training, agricultural training, visual edu-
cation, arts and crafts and similar forms
of education. Consideration is being given
to all these aspects of education and the
children receive every opportunity. Where-
ever I go, I urge children not to leave
their studies when they are finished with
the primary or secondary school. The
Parents and citizens' associations, of
which there are many in Western Aus-
tralia, are doing a great job in co-opera-
tion with the department. They are doing
a wonderful Job on behalf of the children.
They are fostered by the department and
there -arc some fine associations scattered
throughout the State that are performing
voluntary service in the interests of the
children of Western Australia.

Everyone realises that in a growing State
such as ours which has received such a
large number of migrants during the last
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'lew years. accommodation has had to be
found in our schools for the children of
the migrant families. The Government
has, of course, done its utmost to provide
-classrooms, teachers and the equipment
-necessary to meet our expanding needs.
We will continue to do that and if we are
not able to build overnight all the high
'schools we require, or provide the other
roams that are necessary, members may
trest assured that these matters are not
being overlooked. It is because of our
imited resources that we are unable to
give satisfaction to all members in all
parts of the State.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
(11.551: The Minister has covered a very
wide field but I was a little disappointed
that he did not comment on one or two of
the features I tried to make during my
remarks on the general estimates. I refer
particularly to the necessity for commenc-
ing a very large school building pro-
gramme. I made one or two suggestions
to the Minister regarding a bargaining
point that might he used with the Com-
monwealth Government for the purpose of
securing additional finance.

Some time ago I asked the Minister for
Education the following questions:-

(1) In view of the fact that the
urgently needed high school build-
Ing plan outlined by him in answer
to Questions 2 and 3 on Tuesday,
the 21St August. is, as he said,
"subject to the availability of
loan funds," has the Government
any alternative to merely waiting
for additional funds from the
Loan Council?

(2) Does he feel that the phrase "sub-
ject to availability of loan funds"
absolves the Government from all
responsibility in properly appor-
tioning available funds to provide
for urgent educational require-
ments?

Those questions were answered satis-
factorily up to a point. The answer was
as follows:-

Contracts for the erection of class-
rooms have been let on the deferred
payment plan. The Government will
continue to allocate from loan funds
the maximum amount possible, hay-
ing regard to its overall programme.
I might add that if the hon. member
has any practical suggestions in this
regard the Government will be pleased
to hear from him.

I am not sure whether the Minister con-
sidered that I made a worth-while sugges-
tion the other night when I mentioned
the higher fields of education such as
technical education, and when I pointed
out that that was particularly important
at present in relation to the country's
defence and economic potential, and that

it should be used as a, bargaining point
with the Commonwealth Government to
secure additional funds for the specific
purpose of building. It is possible that
that point has been used before but I
wonder whether it has been used to the
utmost.

To my mind there is no doubt that a.
nation's economic potential, and therefore
its defence potential in the economic
sense-even in the scientific and technical
senses--is most definitely advanced by
education, and it is the State's financial
responsibility at present. If that bargain-
Ing point is used very firmly. I am sure
the State will have a very strong claim on
money coming directly from the Common-
wealth defence vote. The Minister might
agree to comment on that. I offer it in a
constructive manner and the Minister
might tell me whether the point has been
brought up previously and if not, whether
he would initiate a move to see it is.

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. W. Hegney-Mt. Hawthorn-in
reply) Eli.57J: I am indebted to the mem-
ber for Cottesloe. Prior to his coming
into the Chamber I made reference to his
contributions to the debate on the Esti-
mates. I did not deliberately overlook his,
remarks and I am glad he reminded me
and reiterated the point he made recently
by way of questions he asked. The hon.
member knows the value of raising our
educational standards.

Personally, I agree with him that techni-
cal education must be stepped up In all
States, from the defence angle if from none
other, because during the last war when
the Government found technicians were
required, it poured money into the various
State Education Departments and those
State departments carried on administer-
Ing their educational activities. Recently
-anid the Treasurer can verify this--after
discussing the educational problems and
the question of finance with the Director
of Education prior to his going overseas,
we emphasised the necessity for expanding
technical education in Western Australia
and we also mentioned the aspect of
defence.

The Treasurer also made that submission
when he attended the Loan Council meet-
ing. It was also found that the per-
centage rate of intake of migrants was
higher in Western Australia than in any
other State, and this point was also raised
though, of course, we do not disagree with
the Commonwealth immigration policy. If
I mention the figures, they will show the
impact of immigration on the education
system of Western Australia and indicate
how they have strained our resources.

When the schools closed the figure was
94,000 while in February the figure will
be 102,000. In 10 years there has been an
almost 100 per cent. increase. That aspect
has been stressed to the Commonwealth.
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The hon. member used the words "bar-
gaining point" in his question. It is not a
bargaining point because the Common-
wealth has the purse-strings, so all the
State can do is make strong representations
to the Loan Council and the Common-
wealth Government-very strong represen-
tations--urging that extra money be made
available for technical education and that
special grants be made available to cope
with the increasing demand for education
in Western Australia as a result of the
Commonwealth's migration policy.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: "Arguing point"
would have been a better phrase.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
but I know what was in the lion, member's
mind. The Government has made strong
representations to the Commonwealth
Government and stressed the need for
extra money for educational purposes in
Western Australia. The member for
Cottesloe asked what other avenues were
tapped in order to obtain finance. I would
like to know-and I am sure the Treasurer
would-what other fields exist. Quite a lot
of schools and high schools have been built
under the deferred payment system, in-
volving a huge sum- of money.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That will be paid
out of loan funds.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
lion. member understands that last year
we were Involved to a great extent in
drawing upon loan funds, and this year
those amounts have to be repaid. I hope
that answers the lion. member's questions.
In regard to the John Curtin high school.
I will look at Hansard when it Is available
and bring matters raised by the hion.
member to the notice of the Director of
Education. If we had the requisite finance,
high schools would be built at Medina.
Applecross, Scarborough, between Kent-st.
and Armadale, Hollywood and Husselton.
They are the high schools we would build
if we had the necessary finance to relieve
the pressure on the John Curtin, Kent-St.
and other high schools.

Item. Technical education, £63,280.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I thank the

Minister for his remarks and I think we
agree substantially that additional finance
is needed. He says that the particular
defence avenue has been exploited-I take
it, to the full. He did mention, and it Is
perfectly true, that the Commonwealth
made grants to the State for the use of
State facilities and technical training
facilities during the war years and im-
mediately afterwards. The Minister said
that the Commonwealth poured money
into the State. I do not think it was quite
that good. It made grants In the general
war Period totalling somewhere in the
vicinity of £500,000, which I submit was a
drop in the bucket. When we look at the
sum of money involved in the annual esti-
mates, expenditure will amount to

£6,500,000 for 1956-1957 with no regard
for loan capital expenditure, so I still feel
we should press on with this particular
point. If it is good enough for the Com-
monwealth Government to utlizse facilities
during the war years and immediately
afterwards, to assist in defence and to
achieve a higher education to assist In the
economic potential, it is good enough in
times of peace, when so much that is hap-
pening In regard to defence is of a tech-
nical nature.

The Minister for Education: We are in
f ull agreement.

Mr. ROSS HUITCHINSON: I say again
that there might be a greater co-ordinated
effort between the States and propose that
the Minister bring the matter up before
the States to press their demands on the
Commonwealth.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-L a 1,our, £E16,500; Factories,

£32,550; State Insurance Office, f5-agreed
to.

Vote-Mines, £442,385:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. L.
F. Kelly-Merredln-Yllgarn) [12.7 am.l:
I desire to make a few references with
regard to the various departments under
toy control. The goldmining industry
throughout the last 12 months has become
somewhat stabilised on the basis we have
known during the last few years and, so
far as production is concerned, we will
reach a return of over 800,000 ounces for
the industry this year. That represents
over E13,000,000, and the current year
should show some improvement on the
figures for the 1955-56 period.

There have been some improvements In
general practice. Although some mines
have gone out of existence or curtailed
production, others have increased produc-
tion and some new mines have gone into
operation. The drilling policy of the de-
partment is having a very beneficial effect
on the industry generally and the results
obtained during the last 12 months wfll
undoubtedly be a very handsome advance,
as far as goldmining In Western Australia
is concerned, in the period ahead of us.

The drilling policy has been carried to
approved places in the goidmining districts
such as Bamboo Creek and Nullagine, and
has been carried on in both areas with
very satisfactory results. As a matter of
fact, some quite important developments
will be taking place very shortly and there
is no reason why this field that produced
quite well years ago should not make a
come back in a big way with very sub-
stantial production.

In the Yilgarn, drilling has resulted in
bringing into the field several new mining
companies which are interested in the de-
development of that area. In some cases
the drill has proved the ground ahead of
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the existing workings, three hundred or opened. Northampton is on lead and other
four hundred feet deeper than had been
achieved by the companies in previous
times.

The same applies to the Murchison
where Day Dawn has been given quite an
amount of attention and where the old
Great Fingal mine exists. Many mining
authorities were of the opinion that the
line of gold had not cut out in the
mine and that there would be a
recurrence at depth. Several attempts
in the past to drill this area have
been made but on each occasion some-
thing has occurred In connection with the
drilling point, which prevented attempts
to attain any depth. This time the Mines
Department is using a drill that has
penetrated to a depth of 2,300 feet. A reef
was cut which gave very fine results and
the revival of the old mine looks quite a
possibility.

An attempt is being made at the present
time to capitalise on the results achieved at
the depth of 3.200 feet by the extension of
more or less lateral holes with a wedge
system. By this system It is possible to
develop holes at a good depth from the
existing drill hole and direct the drilling
campaign in various ways. It is possible
to test without the necessity of going
through the performance of drilling the
3,000 odd feet in advance.

This is a new method of drilling and, of
course, brings in Its train some difficulties,
which are not hard to imagine when a
hole is developed in a direction for a
trajectory set by geological data and
directed from a depth of 3,000 odd feet. It
is something which has been developed
in recent years and has not been perfected.
Progress has been made and the initial dif-
ficulties are being overcome: and we now
face the future with more optimism and
feel some great achievements are possible.

The drilling policy as applied to the Blue
Spec area has given excellent results. It is
being continued and It should not be very
long before the position regarding the
Blue Spec is known. This will enable the
operating company to have what could be
a very fine addition to our industry.

The State batteries throughout the area
have operated in some places almost con-
tinuously and in other areas, where pro-
specting is on a lesser scale, they have
operated intermittently. The year's ton-nage treated is higher than for the pre-
vious year. We reached 62,000 odd tons
In the past twelve months, which Is an
improvement of 7,500 tons over the pre-
vious year. The recovery was worth
£250,000. That is quite an achievement.

Today we are operating 16 State bat-
teries as against 28 or 29 several years ago.
The mills at Northampton and Menzies
have been completed in recent years. They
are operating satisfactorily and have been
kept going almost continuously since being

forms of concentrates and the Menzies
battery is operating entirely on gold.

Great Western Consolidated, which has
been operating for the past few years, and
which has expanded as time has passed,
has quite an accomplishment to its credit
in the Yilgarn area. It has extended from
Bullfinch, where its main operations are
carried out, to Southern Cross, and opened
up a good portion of the old Fraser's mine;
and it recently undertook the reopening of
the Nevoria mine south of Southern Sross.

Amongst its achievements is the exten-
sion of its power mains from Bullfinch to
Nevoria, a distance of well over 40 miles;
and it is preparing to open up a number
of propositions of a lesser type. Some of
these are old shafts where values have been
left behind; and, with the advent of a
power line passing through the centre of
the auriferous areas, and the extension qf
a feeder main, very little machinery will
be required to develop on a small scale
and recover the ore, most of which will
be taken to Bullfinch, necessitating some
strengthening of the road system in some
places.

It is a great achievement to have brought
practically the whole field-which has
been in existence for many years; since the
turn of the century-into Its own again.
It is quite a considerable producer now;
whereas, for many years, it had contributed
not a great deal to the State's ore recovery.
The Great Western Consolidated has ex-
pended over £3,000,000. It is no mean
achievement for a company to go into in-
dustry in such a determined and efficient
manner and to bring about production
such as is taking place. I think that an
average of 40,000 tons per month is being
treated. That is a lot of ore in any min-
ing company's history.

The Sons of Gwalia mine has passed
through one or two rocky periods--and that
is not meant to be a pun. It has had some
difficult times. It was getting on to a
productive basis, and the results of the
first advance made 12 months ago looked
like being an achievement, when a heavy
fall of rock took place. The mine was
thrown into complete chaos, and some
time had to be devoted to re-establishment
work at a high cost. Months of delay
were occasioned, but recent figures indi-
cate that the mine should be amongst
the producers on a reasonably satisfactory
basis within a short time.

In his remarks during the general de-
bate on the Estimates, the ILeader of the
Opposition commented on the gold posi-
tion in America. While I was in the
United States, I had the Opportunity of
having quite a long discussion with mem-
bers of the International Monetary Fund.
From the conversation I had, and from
the evidence which was to be gathered,
I camne to the conclusion that the repre-
sentatives of Australia, Canada and South
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Africa were doing everything in their
power to bring about a better price for
gold than the 35 dollars that has obtained
for a number of years.

After hearing the explanations and ex-
cuses for the lack of appreciation of the
need for a higher value for gold, I came
to the conclusion that we could be con-
sidered lucky that America-which, after
all, is the only buyer of gold-is still pre-
-pared to take all that we can produce.

There have been many occasions when
we have said that an open market would
ive us all sorts of advantages, and that

by selling to other countries we would
.gain quite a lot. The position was reached
.a few years ago when a council was set
up to handle all the Australian gold and
gold from South Africa and Canada and
to sell to very considerable advantage to
other nations outside America. However,
that source of extra dollars was very
q~uickly dried up, and we found before
long that the sale of gold on the free
market brought us very little more. I
think It got to less than Is. per ounce.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: It was a limited
market.

The MIUNISTER FOR MINES: It Was a
difficult market-one that could not be
assessed-and we had to depend on the
only place of disposal which was America,
We know too, that, for years America
has been putting its gold resources back
into the ground: in other words, into the
vaults at Fort Knox. That did not help
very greatly to establish gold on a more
secure basis. There was no competition;
and the impression I gained was that,
While there is no harm in looking, rather
than try to convince ourselves that there
is a possibility of a rise in the price of
gold, we would be wise to consolidate and
endeavour to keep that one market open
in order to keep our industry going in
Australia.

I come to the matter of the search for
oil in this State. Many of us have ex-
perienced some disappointment in this re-
gard from time to time. We have had our
hopes keyed up very highly on some occa-
sions. We have been led to expect from
time to time a culmination of the intense
seismographical work in a second find of
oil and the eventual establishment of the
oil industry on a commercial basis. How-
ever. that has not taken place.

The major oil company is still very keen
and has a tremendous amount of optim-
ism. It is continuing its geological, grav-
ity meter and selsinographical work and
a certain amount of drilling. I think that
the latest work will be done at the Dirk
Hartog drill hole, which will go down
some depth; and there are great hopes of
something occurring that will put the oil
search on a sound basis in some of those
areas.

As members know, the original find took
place at Rough Range, and there is still
a lot of examination being done there.
Many drill holes have been put down, but
still without result. I do not know that
we should be over-optimistic. in spite of
all we have seen happening with regard to
oil in this State.

Recently, as members are aware, it was
my great Privilege to have the opportunity
of studying oil search in the United States
and Canada: and when one considers some
of the experiences that have been under-
gone in various parts of America and the
ultimate results, it is really something to
be marvelled at that any company should
have had sufficient tenacity to drill for
as long a Period as has been the case
there in an endeavour to bring in oil.

I think that a shining example Is~
Alberta, where 132 dry holes were drilled
in an area seismographically considered to
be a sound area and one in which oil
should have been brought in many years
earlier; but where, for fifteen years, no
success was met with. But al ter 132 dry
holes had been drilled, the No. 1 well was
brought in, and that Put the State on a
commercial oil-producing basis in one hit.

The Minister for Native Welfare: To
what depth did they go?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
differs in many parts. On the west coast
of California some holes are bringing in
oil at looft. to 200 ft., and depths vary
from that to 15,OO0ft. in one instance.
Many of the wells throughout the States
do not deliver oil to the surface and a
method of pumping has to be instituted.

It is being found that there are all
sorts of methods of bringing oil to the
surface apart from those known in the
earlier stage of oil search. For instance,
salt water is being pumped into some
places to raise oil, and that has proved
successful in bringing some grades to the
surface. There are many other grades
some of which are quite low in value.
There are quite a number of those which
are in fairly large supply, but the values
contained in the oil and the by-products
are so low that it is very difficult to
produce on a. payable basis.

To revert to my theme, we have seen
nothing to justify a tremendous optimism;
but I feel It is necessary to maintain an
optimistic outlook, because the amount of
capital being found for oil search in this
State is of a high order, and naturally
the people who are spending the money
want some little assistance in the matter
of buoying up their feelings as to the
future of this State.

In addressing a gathering In New York
and in a prior get-together with many of
the main people who are finding capital
which is coming into Western Australia,
I found a decided note of disappointment.
There was a feeling amongst quite a num-
ber that It was going to be difficult to
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find more capital to put into the Western
Australian search, and that unless some-
thing happened fairly soon, many of those
providing the capital would lose interest.
I think my optimistic attitude and the fact
that I called to their minds the number of
instances where the search had been far
more disappointing than it is here, and
although heavily committed financially
they had met with eventual Success Un-
der conditions closely parallel to those
obtaining here, resulted in the end in ex-
pressions of keenness to continue the
search in this State.

One big field of search is yet untouched
here although it is one that exploratory
oil companies endeavour to avoid, and I
refer to offshore drlling. The Cost Of Off-
shore drilling is tremendous but owing to
the serious threat of diminishing Quanti-
ties of oil available in U.S.A. and the dis-
turbances in other parts of the world
where oilfields exist, the desire to obtain
more oil in the U.S.A. was so keen that
offshore drilling was commenced, and it
has developed greatly in the last five years.

Oil is now being recovered up to 60
miles offshore and in depths of water up
to 120ft. Such methods are very expen-
sive and they have had to create man-
made islands to carry out their pro-
gramme, but the search has been SO suc-
cessful that it has opened up great possi-
bilities, Particularly in areas where large
tracts of marshy land adjoin the coastline.
From the area I mentioned alone, 580,000
barrels per year are being gained from
under the sea.

For years wells were drilled in areas
adjacent to the marshland along the
Mississippi without result until somebody
decided to Put in a directional hole from
the solid ground and proceeding under the
river. Today there are drills all over the
place and they are winning oil from al-
most directly under the Mississippi. We
have little cause for pessimism in regard
to the oil search so far undertaken here.

This State is Progressing favourably in
the search for nickel and reports show
that although none has been actually
found, the Possibilities are as good as they
were at the commencement of the search
and some encouraging surface conditions
have been encountered. The Treasurer
recently told members the position in re-
gard to blue asbestos and how the market
overseas had brightened. We are not now
so dependent on the Australian market
but something has occurred which could
affect our overseas market.

Johns Manville, the firm which has
purchased the product for some years, is a
very big concern in the United States and
has recently undertaken to purchase 4,000
tons a year. It was its intention to increase
that tonnage considerably as years went
by, and I understand its programme was
to cover 8.000 tons in 1957 and probably
12,000 tons in 1958, increasing to about

20,000 tons a year by 1960. It had reached
the point of planning in its various fac-
tories to absorb that production in certain
of its lines when it was confronted with a
freight rise of 124 per cent.

The firm is already buying Western Aus-
tralian blue asbestos at a disadvantage of
10 per cent, against the South African
product, so the freight rise put our product
at a disadvantage of 22j per cent. I flew
several hundred miles to discuss the posi-
tion with the company and see what could
be done to get the freights reduced. The
people shipping the asbestos from here are
the Knutsen line and I am convinced that
they raised their freight only because other
shipping companies had done so.

When they were informed that the rise
would have a considerable effect on our
exports of blue asbestos, and realising that
the services they extend are largely de-
pendent on trade from this State, they felt
that they might be killing the goose that
laid the golden egg. No company will pay
221 per cent, mare for a. product from here
than it will pay for the same product
obtained elsewhere, and so it was realised
that a reduction in the freight was
essential.

The Knutsen line has undertaken to
examine fully the possibility of reducing
the freight to the original figure and thus
help to ensure the increased exports from
this State. The Treasurer dealt fully with
the current coal position but I wish to
deal with the possibility of enhancing the
use of our coal by means of alternative
uses. Much has been said from time to
time about the uses to which coal can be
put and how we should be doing various
things to utilise more Collie coal, apart
from driving engines and supplying power
houses.

We made extensive inquiries in the
U.S.A. and found that almost without
exception the grade of coal used there is
very high. It is fully bituminous and while
they have millions of tons of reserves of
sub-bituminous coals of a grade higher
than what we have here, they have done
verylittle exploratory work in regard to
coal by-products.

Mr. May: They have had no need to.

The MINISTER FOR NINES: That Is
so. A few years ago the industry there
appeared to be suffering a recession which
might bring it to a low ebb. It is interest-
ing to know that In 1953 the tonnage of
bituminous coal broken in America was
350,000,000 tons and the industry was then
regarded as being on the decline. But
suddenly the production rate increased and
today coal has come into its own Mgain,
notwithstanding the fact that there is a
greater use of all grades of oil throughout
the U.S.A. Coal production has increased
there until by December of this year it is
anticipated that 500,000,000 tons will have
been broken and utilised in the U.S.A. for
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the 12 months. Of that quantity
100,000,000 tons will have been sent to
Great Britain during that period.

Those figures make one wonder whether
something of that order could not be done
here. Most of the expansion of the use of
coal in the U.S.A. is due to the fact that
industry is on such a flourishing basis that
coal has in many instances superseded
residual oil and other oils and spirits and
has regained its high position. This result
arose largely from the fact that when the
coalmines were in a Period of recession.
many companies which previously had
bought coal from various sources in order
to generate their own power, shifted their
power plants right on top of the seams.
having purchased the mines, and are now
producing their own coal. That has given
the industry a shot in the arm and has
restored it to a safe position.

I turn now to the fisheries industry.
That, too, has shown very marked pro-
gress and this year production has reached
an all-time high. At Present we are pro-
ducing 20,500.0001b. of fish; that is, in-
clusive of crayfish and all types of wet
fish. The increase in Production has
occurred not only in crayfish but also in
other types such as wet fish. That
has been brought about by the fact that
the crayfishing industry has been found so
attractive that many of the boats engaged
on wet fishing have switched to crayfishing
and thus deprived the market of a good
supply of wet fish. However, this year the
take is again back to about 300,0001b. of
wet fish.

Another feature of the increase in pro-
duction of fish is that we have taken over
50,0001b. of prawns in the past 12 months.
Crayfish, too, have again played an im-
portant part in the State's fishing industry
and on an export basis they have been re-
sponsible for introducing into the Aus-
tralian economy 3,250,000 dollars. it is
interesting to note that that amount is
second on the list of industries which have
earned the most dollars for Western Aus-
tralia.

Whaling also has given a better mone-
tary reward this year although the same
number of whales have been caught. The
value of whales caught was £1,250,000 for
the year. There has been an interesting
development in the whaling industry in
the Albany district. Previously the fishing
for humpbacked whales has been based on
the quota system and Once the quota was
caught that was the end of the operations
at the whaling station.

Albany's quota was only 120, which
meant that the season ended fairly early
and if sufficient work could not be found
for the operatives, they had to be dis-
missed and for some months the work at
the station would be at a standstill. That
meant that the industry was disrupted.
This -year, however, because so many
sperm whales have been seen from time

to time off the coast near Albany, the
local whaling company decided to hunt
the sperm whale and at the present
time, after the end of the humpback
whaling system, they have caught 61,
each of which is worth from £600 to
£700. This is going to have a great
effect on an industry which has been
struggling for years. I feel very happy
that Albany has been placed in that posi-
tion of maintaining not only its produc-
tion, but also in being able to retain its
operatives.

The amount of pearl-shell produced this
year has again reached a high figure. I
believe that the production this year was
100 tons more than had been recovered in
the past. The Japanese divers make a
tremendous difference in the pearl-shell
production and they have been practically
the only divers operating in the pearl-shell
grounds in the past 12 months. For the
year, nearly £500,000 is the take for pearl-
shell. That is getting back to a satisfac-
tory figure.

A great deal has been said about prawns.
The search that has been taking place in
the Exmouth Gulf area. has been very
interesting. This area, has been the sub-
ject of investigation for a Period of years.
Of course, a prawning ground is not found
in one season. One has to get continuity
of production. It is of no use having only
one take and no more.

For five or six years the departmental
boats, in conjunction with the C.S.IARO.,
have made periodical surveys of the Ex-
mouth Gulf area and encouraging results
have been obtained. It has been difficult
to reach the stage where they can be sure
that what they get in one year can be
relied upon to be obtained In the next
year. The results obtained each year are
being formed together like a jigsaw puzzle
until Prawns are able to be fished on a
commercial basis. One boat only has been
operating and quite a satisfactory result
was achieved.

News of that result had spread to many
parts of the world apparently and par-
ticularly where prawns are regarded as be-
ing a delicacy. There has been a very In-
sistent demand from all Parts of America
for increased quantities of Prawns from
Australia. Trawling for Prawns has come
into its own in the Eastern States and
therefore most of the prawns until now
have come from that quarter. We are
hopeful, however, that it will be possible
to prove, within the next Year or so, that
Exmouth Gulf has the potential of a very
lucrative industry in regard to the recovery
of prawns.

A private boat has been operating in
that area and very encouraging results
have been its experience. If the area
could be assured of producing more prawns
than are obtained at present in an area
which we know is cyclonic, many more
people would become interested in prawn-
Ing at Exmouth Gulf.
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Mr. Roberts: Is there only one boat
operating at Exmouth Gulf?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
has been only one boat operating on an
experimental basis. Other boats have
made prawning gear and have gone to
places where prawns have been taken in
small quantities. There is a little prawn-
Ing going on between F'remnantle and
Rockingham and some good results have
been achieved but the continuity to take
is something that has not been determined,

There is no assurance of where and
when to look for prawns In certain spots.
A good haul might be taken on one day,
but nothing might be taken on the follow-
ing day. That is the habit of prawns in
most places. That search is being ex-
tended to grounds where we consider good
results should be obtained. Like many
other things, the search on an experi-
mental basis takes a long time, especially
before sufficient proof is obtained that
continuity of take can be assured, but; that
stage has not Yet been reached.

Remarks have been passed in this
Chamber, especially by the Leader of the
Opposition, in regard to tourist activities
in this State. I think the last time he
spoke he mentioned that our accommoda-
tion in Western Australia was so poor that
it was having a detrimental effect on
tourism generally. No one can agree more
heartily than myself. However, I think
the position is improving.

There are many hotels In the metro-
politan area and some at seaside resorts
that have effected improvements to their
accommodation In the past 12 months, but
there is still plenty of room for further
improvement at other places. Neverthe-
less a gradual improvement in the stan-
dard of accommodation seems to be tak-
ing place and whereas derogatory remarks
seemed to be Passed about our hotel
accommodation as a general rule, it is
now found that many people who stay at
the different hotels within our State have
passed complimentary remarks about the
accommodation.

The operations of the Tourist Bureau
have been extended considerably in the
past 12 months. Representation in both
New South Wales and Victoria has pro-
duced some excellent results. For in-
stance, the collections in Melbourne dur-
Ing 1955-56 increased by £8,000 and in
Sydney by £5,000. That is the greatest
increase in collections that the Tourist
Bureau has enjoyed for some time and
that was in a Year when more people were
travelling to the Eastern States than were
the number of people leaving the Eastern
States to visit Western Australia.

The Government subsidy of £750 to
branches of the Tourist Bureau, which
matter was raised about this time last
year, has had a beneficial effect in those
places where small branches of the bureau
have been established in some of our
coastal towns. I am pleased to know that

some of those smaller towns are qualify-
Ing for that subsidy should they care to
exercise sufficient initiative to apply for
it.

The other matter I want to comment
on relates to remarks passed by the
Leader of the Opposition. He said that
he doubted whether there was much of
a market overseas for pig iron produced
at Wundowie.

Mr. Court: I think he was concerned
about the continuity of the market.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; That is
right. I have taken the trouble to collect
some figures In regard to the production
of pig iron. There is no doubt that the
overseas market exists today and, judging
by the number of inquiries that are being
made for Wundowle pig iron, future mar-
kets also seem assured. Fr~om any place
where a trial order has been sent, repeat
orders have been almost instantaneous
and if no surplus of pig Iron was available
at the time, we found that It was not long
before another insistent query followed
together with the offer of a higher price
per ton.

'During November last. 670 tons were
shipped to Sweden, Denmark and Japan
and a further 2,072 tons will be sent to
the United States, Japan, Holland and
Italy. That shows that there is a wide
demand for this Particular product over-
seas. Firm orders for overseas are held
for 1957, totalling 4,250 tons and offers are
in hand for the total surplus up to De-
cember next year. All the present surplus
could readily be sold as far ahead as 1959
to either the United States of America.
Germany, Italy or Japan, but, in order to
keep markets open, pending the expansion,
each country has been given a definite
quota.

Contrary to the opinion held by the
Leader of the Opposition, there is no evi-
dence of the markets for pig iron dwind-
ling. On the contrary, there is every jus-
tification for the expansion of Wundowie.
These are the quotas being worked on at
present and which will come into opera-
tion when the plant is built to Produce a
greater quantity of iron. For instance, the
minimum requirements of U.S.A. is 10,000
tons. On an increased capacity, all we
will be able to supply on a quota basis is
about 1,800 tons, In Canada, the market
exists for 2,000 tons, but only the best part
of 1,000 tons will be the quota.

For Germany, the quota. will be 1,800
tons but the demand is 18,000 tons. Italy
will have a quota of 600 tons but the de-
mand is 10,000 tons. Belgium will have a
quota of 400 tons but the demand is 1.600
tons. Japan will have a quota of 3,000 tons
on a demand of 15,000 tons. The Eastern
States of Australia will have a quota of
2,000 tons and that quantity Is the de-
mand. in all, the quotas will come to
10,600 tons on a demand of 58,800 tonsi.
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Members might query the difference in
the quotas and the reason for a bigger
percentage to one country than another.
The reason is a monetary one; in some
eases, we have been offered very high
values for the Wundowie product and nat-
urally that would be a great inducement.
Past experience and the information avail-
able point to the fact that a very much
larger demand exists for our product over
very many years ahead.

Mr. Court: My concern is that this de-
mand will burn us up. During a period
of acute shortage, they will make use of
our production.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
Incorrect. An examination of the world's
demand indicates that we are producing
something really outstanding In quality,
and the demand for that quality is terrific
for several reasons. Whereas 20 to 25 per
cent. of surplus scrap can be added to pig
iron from Wundowie, only 15 per cent. can
be added to other types. For instance, with
the B.H-P. product the amount of scrap
that can be added is very much less than
In the case of the Wundowie product.

There is another reason. The raw ma-
terial Is not being produced in many coun-
tries and those countries depend on areas
where pig Iron is available, hence the de-
mand from almost every producing coun-
try in the world. Because of that fact
and the small likelihood of manufacturing
concerns in those countries going back Into
production-they are not interested in
doing so as the amount is not sufficient
for them to start manufacturing pig Iron
again-this State Is placed in a good posi-
tion. The assurance that the demand
exists now and will exist for many years
can be reiterated because very many con-
sumers require our pig iron. I have no
doubt whatever that even with added ex-
pansion we would have an inadequate sup-
ply in Perhaps 10 years' time.

Dealing next with industrial develop-
ment, the year has been very difficult
from the manufacturer's point of view.
The tightening of finance has brought
about in some cases a curtailment of op-
erations and, in other cases, a dampening
down of the possibilities of expansion.
Import licence restrictions have had a
marked effect on industrial expansion in
this State. At every turn we find that
small concerns which are dependent on a
certain amount of imports are having a
difficult time to keep going. The import
licences do not make allowances for any
expansion, and that is very bad for a State
like Western Australia which is dependent
on industrial progress.

Although repeated efforts have been
made to get the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to release more raw materials, they
have not been successful. I have a num-
ber of letters in reply to entreaties sent

to the Commonwealth Government to re-
lease certain essential raw materials, but
in every case they were letters of refusal.
That has a detrimental effect on expan-
sion not only of existing industries but on
industries desiring to start. That is ham-
pering progress. Industries already estab-
lished have found it hard to expand. That
was partly caused by the financial strin-
gency that existed in recent months.

During the past 12 months the Govern-
ment has expended quite a substantial
sum in assisting a number of Industries
to keep going. It is rather remarkable
that one or two of the industries which
have been assisted were operating In this
State for very many years. They suddenly
found themselves in financial difficulty
and had to call on the Government for
assistance. That will also show the con-
dition of the money market.

The Department of Industrial Develop-
ment has, particularly over the past 12
months, adopted a system of sending out
brochures to people in many parts of the
world outlining the possibilities of this
State. In some cases follow-up inquiries
have been received. Some encouragement
Is given to this State as a result of that
policy. We find that generally investors
are very cautious, and that applies to those
desiring to come here as well as those al-
ready established here. I have touched on
most of the matters connected with the
departments under my control. A great
deal more information could be given in
answer to queries.

[Mr. SewelZ took the Chair.]
MR. M4AY (Collie) (1.10 a.m.]: So many

remarkable statements and misstatements
have been made in this Chamber relating
to the coal industry that, although the
hour is getting late. I feel I should tie
up some of the loose ends that are troub-
ling some members and at different times
'The West Australian." I have read what
the Treasurer said yesterday in this Cham-
ber but he was very modest in regard to
the efforts that are being made to re-
establish the coalmining industry.

I want to point out that the coal output
in this State reached its peak in 1954 with
an output of 1,080,000 tons. The average
price, including rail freight, to the metro-
politan area at that time was 107s. 9d. As
from the 30th June, 1956, the output has
reached 875,938 tons and the price for
this was 103s. 4d. per ton, including rail
freight, to the metropolitan area. This
shows that over the two years there has
been a saving of 4s. 5d. a ton. It only
needs a simple calculation to prove from
those figures that this State, mostly over
the last financial year, effected a saving of
almost £200,000.

After listening to some of the speeches
that have been made, I regret to say that
one would almost get the impression that
some members gain complete satisfaction
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in knowing that the output in this State
is declining. I am not quite sure, but
I thought I beard someone in this Cham-
ber say that he felt that way. I would
be sorry to think that anybody in this
Chamber is of that opinion. When the
industry was at Its peak In 1954 there were
1,600 employees in the industry. On the
30th June, 1956, there were only 1,200.
Those figures prove that with a decrease
of output there has been a corresponding
decrease in the number of persons em-
ployed in the industry.

The reason for mentioning those figures
is that from time to time-the Leader of
the Opposition is no exception in this
regard--statements have appeared In the
Press that the Government has been
floundering over the readjustment of the
coal industry. I want to pay a tribute to
the Government for the very careful man-
ner in which it has gone about this big
problem. Without undue upset in the in-
dustry, it has reduced In less than two
years the price of coal to the extent of
saving almost £200,000 a year. The In-
dustry still needs adjustment. If the Gov-
ernment continues along the lines it has
operated over the last two years, It will
eventually put this industry on a sound
basis. We will see this Industry, which Is
a national asset to this State, put on a
workable basis.

Members here can do a lot for the In-
dustry; they will not help by constantly
condemning the use of local fuel. Nobody
with the interests of this State at heart
could glory in the f act that we are using
oil instead of Collie coal. It would not
be so bad if the oil being used was pro-
duced in this State. To give preference
to a foreign fuel when we have all the
native fuel we want in Collie, is disgrace-
ful. I take this opportunity of expressing
my great disappointment that members of
this Chamber are prepared to crucify an
Industry which has stood the State in good
stead over many years. In my opinion,
the coal industry has been -butchered to
make a company holiday."

When the demand for coal became so
great, and the question of open-cut coal
was brought to light, the company did not
give a bang what the quality was of the
coal that was sent to its consumers. On the
last occasion I spoke on coal, someone ask-
ed what the railway inspectors were doing
In regard to the quality of coal. I saw eight
trucks of coal completely condemned by the
coal inspector at Collie. The trucks were to
be unioaded, but they were taken down
to the Co-operative mine and the tops
were thrown off, and they were re-topped
with good coal from the coal mine and
away they went to the railways or the
S.E.C. When the inspectors continued to
condemn the coal, the company used
another method. It simply took the label
off, as a Government order, and put a

private order on, and away it went to the
private consumer. It is no wonder that
our private customers have turned to an
alternative fuel.

What the company did was disgraceful,
but the men in the industry had no chance
of altering it because the coal was all
mechanically filled from the open-cut
straight Into the railway trucks. It Is a
disgrace to think it was allowed. The
coalmining industry will not do any good
until there is some control over the com-
panies operating the mines. They are
supposed to be private enterprise. Even if
members opposite fully supbort private
enterprise, they should condemn private
enterprise as operating in the coalmining
industry. Coalmining is a national in-
dustry, and the mines at Collie have been
developed with money supplied by the State
to a private company which sells the coal
back to the State at a handsome profit.

I refresh the Minister's mind. I took him
to Collie and showed him that there was
Sft. of stone on top of the seam at the
Stockton open-cut, and it was being filled
by the company and sold for '70S. a ton.
Someone should be gaoled for it. Every
day we read in the paper where people are
sent to gaol for doing things like that. It
is disgraceful. Year af ter year I have
stood In this Chamber and told members,
and the Government of the day, what was
going on. but it was not until I was able
to take the present Minister to Collie and
show him what was occurring, that we
were able to stop It.

At this stage, I make a plea for the
men in the industry. They have had no
say in the conduct of mining in Collie
since the introduction of mechanisation.
yet they are the ones who are going to
be butchered if the State allows its coal
asset to go to the wall.

The Minister for Native Welfare: is the
company using the machinery down there?

Mr. MAY: No. Some has never been
used,' and it was brought under the cost-
plus system. It cannot be used now be-
cause it has gone rusty. It laid on the
surface for months until I made a noise
about it and then the company had it
taken down below, but it was never used-

Now two of the deep mines are going to
be closed, but the company should never
have been allowed to open them. The
money has been wasted on them. The
mines will become flooded and the coal
will be lost for ever. If ever the industry
in this State recovers from its present
downward trend, it will be necessary to
open up new mines because those that it
is proposed to close will be flooded. The
opening of new mines will mean additional
cost to the State.

Once again I make a plea to the present
Government-I have done this with pre-
vious Governments-to formulate some
scheme of control with respect to the
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coal companies because they have de-
veloped their mines with money provided
by the State.' We should have some con-
trol over the companies. I take this oppor-
tpnity of expressing my opinion that until
there is somne such control, we will lose one
of 12m most valuable assets the State has
ever had.

MR. RODOREDA (Pilbara) [1.22 am.]:
It is a tremendous pity that this ordeal
of having to debate all the Estimates in
the one night has been forced on us. This
is the fourth very late night we have had,
and it is difficult enough to stay awake,
let alone -take an Intelligent interest in
what is being debated.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Hear, hear!I

Mr. RODOEDA: The capacity to absorb
the information given to us has Just gone
from the brain. Some interesting speeches
have been made tonight. It was well worth
every member taking a keen Interest In the
last two-the one made by the Minister for
Mines and the other by the member for
Collie. Yet when we look around the
Chamber we find that less than half the
members are present, and most of those
who are here are not in a position either
to listen to what Is said, or to say anything
themselves.

This is the one occasion on which a
private member can really express his
views and give solid information to other
members on the particular aspects of the
Estimates in which he is interested, yet
'we find the privilege is being gradually
whittled away. This has been done year
after year until now we have a compara-
tively few hours in which to discuss the
whole of the Estimates Involving millions
of money.

I appeal to the Treasurer to see whether
something better can be arranged for the
future. I can remember when the Esti-
mates were spread over five to six weeks
and we had ample opportunity to develop
our themes, to absorb the information
given to us and to off er whatever criticisms
we were in a position to submit regarding
the various departments. I had quite a
lot to say on the Public Works Department,
but I was so weary and fed up with the
whole business, as most members are, that
it just was not worth while.

While I have some tremendous Problems
associated with the mining industry, there
is no one in much of a Position to appreci-
ate what I1 would say, or to deal with my
suggestions. It is far better to bring them
up here in Parliament when members can
listen to them, rather than to write notes
or have personal talks with the Minister.
it is a good thing if all members can
listen to the debates and get a really good
knowledge of their own State by hearing
people who have a reasonably complete
knowledge of the different districts and
the various industries.

When the Mi1nister for Mines went on
his tour, I requested him to make some
inquiries in the United States about man-
ganese; and also to find out from the
Federal Government whether some
arrangements could be made for export
licences. I do not know the outcome of
these requests, but I did see in the Press
yesterday that some 2,000 or 3,000 tons of
manganese had been exported from Ger-
ald ton to Japan, I do not know how an
-export licence was obtained, but there
must have been one. I would like the
Minister to let me know whether there
has been a loosening up of restrictions on
export by the Federal Government; or
who recommended this one, and why we
cannot get one for the manganese that
comes into Port Hedlan.

We have troubles associated with ship-
Ping, and this Interests the Public Works
Department because we will have a real
bottleneck in regard to shipping and faci-
lities at Port Hedland and at Roebourne.
Three companies will be bringing man-
ganese into Port Hedland next year after
the wet season. The present company
working Northern minerals has Just re-
cently shipped sway about 4,000 tons.
Further, the Don Rhodes Co. has found
entirely new deposits, and Bell Bros. have
found new deposits, too. They are all
roughly in the same area--separated by
30 or 40 miles.

They will all be i-n full production, and
the shipping and berthing facilities at
Port Hedland for the handling of this out-
put, in addition to everything else, just
do not exist. But no one is concerned-
"She will be right!" That Is the attitude.
There has been a tremendous -resurgence
of mining activity in the whole of the
Pilbara district in regard to blue asbestos,
white asbestos, manganese, tin and cop-
per. The production of these items Is in-
creasing as the months go by, but our
facilities for handling this increased pro-
duction have not been increased.

This Is urgent. The blue asbestos in-
dustry could fold up altogether, not be-
cause of the price paid by the American
customer or because of the increased
freights, but simply because we will not
be able to get the orders away owing to
inadequate ports. This is a real problem.
It is a pity to see these industries affect-
ed, but it is inevitable that they will be
unless someone gets cracking.

I have seen the Main Roads Department
about trying to explore the possibility of
a road from the Blue Asbestos mine at
Wittenoomn Gorge to Port Hedland, be-
cause if the Production of that company
increases any more, Port Samson will not
be able to handle it. It cannot handle
8,000 tons a year now, and there will be
more next year, and with an increase each
year following, what sort of a position will
we be in? The production has to be
spread between two ports for shipping
purposes. This imposes a further load
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upon Port Hedland with all the man-
ganese, copper and lead coming in. That
is the position we are in, but to ask the
Minister. Parliament or anyone else to
listen to this sort of stuff at this hour of
the morning, after three late nights, is
Just too silly.

The Minister for Mines could also take
up -with the Federal Government the ques-
tion of the farcical position that obtains
in regard to white asbestos. There is
quite a large quantity of white asbestos
in my district, but It cannot be sold sim-
ply because the Federal Government
allowed cheap rubbish to come in from
South Africa and the firms used it in pre-
ference to our own product. It is, extra-
ordinary that we have to import asbestos
from South Africa for our own industries,
and yet we send the asbestos that we
produce in the State somewhere else.

I ant assured by the people who produce
white asbestos--particularly what we
might term the residues which are used in
the prqIductlon of synthetic floor tiles
and rubber goods of all descriptions, and
which have been used up till recently by
Dunlops-that this asbestos is better than
they have used before but because they
are able to get cheap rubbish from Canada
-and that means dollars-they have given
away using the white asbestos produced
here and are using that which is produced
in Canada or South Africa. As I said,
that is an absurd position to obtain and
something should be done about It.

At present there are 250 tons of first
quality 'white asbestos in store in Fre-
mantle and it cannot be sold. The own-
ers tell me that they can meet the market,
and are prepared to meet it, if only pro-
ducers will use it. But because producers
have the machinery to use the South
African rubbish, or for some other reason,
this asbestos is lying there and there must
be 20,000 tons of it up at the mine. It Is
the only mine in Australia producing
white asbestos and it will lie there until
something Is done about It.

There are numerous problems which are
vital to the State and to the North and
we have to try to bring them under the
notice of the authorities. If we were de-
bating these Estimates under normal con-
ditions, I would probably talk for as long
as did the Minister; but the pity of it is
that no one is in the least bit interested
in listening to a speech of an hour's dura-
tion by a Minister of the Crown at this
hour of the morning and at this stage of
the -sitting.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [1.32 am.]1: 1
would like to have a few words to say on
the Mines Estimates. It was most interest-
ing hearing the remarks of the Minister for
Mines regarding his tour of the United
States and it is to be hoped that the
knowledge he gained on that trip will be of
great benefit to the State of Western Aus-
tralia. I was also interested in the remarks

of the member for Collie who spoke on coal
Production and the management of the
mines at Collie. I have been coming to the
conclusion for some time now, that things
are not what they ought to be at Collie and
I think a thorough investigation should be
made, particularly when we consider the
cost of coal sold to Government Instrumen-
talities such as the railways and the S.E.C.
It is quite easy to realise from the figures
given that this State is paying through the
nose for the coal produced at Collie.

Again, I was particularly interested in
questions asked by the member for Black-
wood of the Minister for Mines and the
Minister's replies. The hon. member
asked-

(1) Was the member for Boulder
correct when he stated that gold ore
could be raised to the shaft head for
as little as 31s. per ton on the Golden
Mile?

(2) Was the member for Boulder
correct In suggesting that coal should
be more cheaply produced at the pit
head than gold bearing ore at the shal t
head?

The Minister's replies were as follows:-
(1) Gold bearing ore is raised in

Kalgoorlie by some companies for
approximately 31s. per ton.

(2) and (3) The two Industries, coal
and gold, have a different set of con-
ditions, therefore comparison is diffi-
cult.

I completely agree that a comparison Is
difficult, but it Is only difficult in arriving
at how much cheaper coal should be broken
and raised to the surface than It is to break
ore and raise it to the surface because the
comparison should be in favour of coal.

The Lake View and Star Co., which is a
large company operating on the Golden
Mile-and a very efficient one too--had
extraction costs in 1954-55 of 31s. 3d. a ton
and in 1953-54, 31s. 9d. a ton. As we know.
industries all over the Commonwealth were
faced with rising costs during that period.
and yet in 1954-55 this company was
breaking ore at 6d. a ton cheaper than It
was In 1953-54, notwithstanding the fact
that the goldmnnng Industry was also
being confronted with increased costs.

A perusal of the company's other costs
also shows that for ore treatment it cost
12s. 9d. a ton in 1954-55 as against 13s. Id.
in 1953-54. There again, despite rising
costs, ore treatment costs were consider-
ably lower. For the complete run of work-
ing expenses which are listed In this table
it shows that extraction of ore, ore trans-
port, ore treatment, treatment by cyanida-
tion, realisation of bullion, general ex-
penses and mine development amounted in
1954-55 to 51s. Ild, a ton as against 52s. 4d.
a ton in 1953-54. That Is not much
difference per ton but when we take into
consideration the tonnages handled it is

3808



t21 December, 1056.1 30

quite a saving, because in 1953-54 a total
of 1,944,782 tons were handled. That means
a considerable saving was effected.

While the large mines are very efficient
today, that was not always the case. I can
remember years ago attending conferences,
as a union representative, with the gold-
mining companies and we used to stress the
need for efficiency in the mines. They have
obtained that efficiency and they have been
efficient for some years now because they
were forced to be. With rising costs they
had to be efficient or else they would not
have survived. But at Collie the mines do
not have to be efficient because they are
working on a cost-plus system.

I have been told that with open-cut
mining they can mine coal at a price com-
parable to the prices I have quoted for
gold. But it must be remembered that
those prices I quoted in regard to gold-
bearing ore had nothing to do with open-
cut mining; there is no open cut at the
Lake View and Star mine. It is all deep
mining and the ore is hauled from well
below the surface, averaging about 3,000 ft.
in some places, and it has to be hauled
some distance underground--sometimes
half a mile to three-quarters of a mile-
and then conveyed 3,000 ft. to the surface.
That presents considerable transport diffi-
culties underground.

So It Is quite clear to me that there is
something radically wrong at Collie because
the price at the pit head Is 68s. 4.84d. per
ton, 70~s. 6d. per ton, and 64s. 6.55d. per
ton. That is the price the railways are
paying for their coal at the pit head,
according to the latest. Railways Commis-
sion report.

Mr. Roberts: You do not have the water
problems with goidmining that they have
with coalmining at Collie.

Mr. MOTHR: The water problem at Collie
should not be difficult to overcome be-
cause water is not a problem these days.
By the very nature of it, coal lends itself
to cheap mining which is not so with hard
metalliferous ore. That does not obtain in
all mines where there are large ore bodies,
but unfortunately on the Golden Mile those
large ore bodies are non-existent. There
might be some places where they are wide
but they range down to six feet, and, of
course, the narrower the ore bodies the
more expensive It Is to break the ore.
Coalmines can be worked on a system be-
cause coal is easily broken and is not ex-
pensive to work. it is easy to bore and
is not like boring hard rock. It lends it-
self to a good mine layout and that makes
for efficiency, particularly in the transport
of coal to the surface.

I think the time Is overdue when some-
thing should be done about this. We have
a coalmining engineer who Is paid quite
aL respectable salary by the Government
and we have been inormed by the mem-
ber for Collie on previous occasions that

that engineer can make all sorts of recom-
mendations, but nobody has to carry them
out. It is no good having a highly quali-
fied man making recommendations when
nobody takes any notice of them. I think
about the best thing that could happen to
Collie would be for somebody to arrange
for a few of the technical and practical
men from the Goldfields to go there and
show them what to do with their coal-
mines.

Mr. O'Brien, Hear, hear!C

Mr. MOIR: They would be able to show
them down there how to get the coal out.
I am not blaming the miners because ob-
viously they have no say in the manage-
ment of the mine or what Is done in the
mine. All they do Is what they are told.

The Minister for Native Welfare: Is
this an example of the efficiency of pri-
vate enterprise?

Mr. MOIR: There is no doubt that there
seems to be no system at Collie and there
is no incentive to have a system because
they are working on a cost-plus basis. As
a result, there is no efficiency there and
no mine can be run on those lines. Where
that happens there must be inefficiency,
waste and extravagances. But in this case
the people of the State have to pay for it
and the people in the miffing industry
have to pay for it too, because they price
themselves out of markets. They are
rapidly pricing themselves out of the mar-
kets with the result that mines are clos-
ing down. and men are losing their employ-
ment. That must inevitably follow. We
would have had mines closing down on, the
Golden Mile if that policy had been
adopted since the end of the war, particu-
larly if we had not got down to an ef-
ficient basis and done everything possible
to combat rising costs.

The goldmines have been run efficiently
and this has been proved because they are
not only keeping up the development of
those mines but they are also paying hand-
some dividends to their shareholders. I
am afraid the same cannot be said about
the coalmines at Collie. It is high time
that someone with the knowledge and
practical experience had a good, long look
at Collie, but, ont the other hand, it would
be no good their having a look at Collie
if their advice was not going to he acted
upon.

It looks to me as though the coalmines
at Collie have just about had it, and un-
less somebody does something constructive
very shortly, there is no doubt that there
will be unemployment. What could be one
of the great assets of the State will not
be used at all, because the Government
is being forced Into the position of pur-
chasing fuels other than Collie coal be-
cause it is more economical to use those
other fuels.
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There is, of course, another aspect, and
that is that there must be a huge domestic
market for Collie coal in this State if it
can be obtained at &. reasonable price.
People cannot afford to pay the price for
Collie coal when landed in the metropoli-
tan area. I am informed that if a domestic
user wants to buy a ton of Collie coal in
Perth it would cost him about £ 10 a ton
and that obviously is ridiculous.

If coal were mined efficiently and
cheaply, one can understand that quite a
number of people would be prepared to buy
and use it for domestic purposes. One
does not really know what the extent of
the market might be. It would certainly
mean that some coal would be used by
Government concerns and would not In-
volve the Government in the amount of
money it is costing today. I support the
member for Colle in his protest about the
way coalmines are being carried on.

In my opinion, what is still more
serious is the fact that, as the result of
Government backing, all sorts of expensive
machinery were taken to Collie to assist
In the mechanisation of the mines and
to help in winning coal. Yet we find that
machinery is not used to the best ad-
vantage; and I have no reason to doubt
the member for Collie when he tells us
that some of it is not being used at aLl1
but is being stacked underground and al-
lowed to deteriorate and fall to pieces.
It is high time that somebody with the
necessary knowledge, both technical and
practical, had a good look at Collie.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Department of Industrial De-

velopment, £145,859; Fisheries, £59,911;
Tourist Bureau, £37,584; North- West
£1,916,954; Harbour and Light and Jetties,
£207,177; Supply and Shipping, £9,505-
agreed to.

Vote-Department of Native Welfare,
£198,590.

THE MINISTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE (Hon. J. J. Brady-Guildford-Mid-
land) F1.51 a.m.]: At this early hour of
the morning-it is now nearly 2 a.m.-it
is not my intention to speak at any length
at all. The leader of the Country Party
gave us a good lead when he told us
what he thought about this matter. I
Propose to do the same thing by speak-
Ing on my department for as short -a while
as possible, in view of the hour.

BY looking at the estimates, members
will see that the amount to be spent on
native welfare is much the same as it was
last year. The difference is only a few
thousand pounds which Is mostly made
up by increases in costs, which are com-
monplace at the moment. Nothing very
much can be done about that. In con-
nection with the department itself, it
might be as well to mention, for the
benefit of members, that the department
Is mostly concerned with the welfare of

native children. While it gives some con-
sideration to the indigents, its main con-
cern is, of course, for the children.

The Government is spending about
four times the amount of money that
was spent five or six years ago-the figure
is about £480,000. There are still quite
a large number of natives for whom very
little can be done. Those are the natives
who are fit and able to fend for them-
selves-as opposed to the indigents and
natives of school age. These natives who
are fit get their tucker the best way they
can. As the previous Minister for the
Department of Native Welfare has in-
dicated in this Chamber, the Government
Is indebted to the mission societies con-
ducting the missions throughout the State.

At the moment there are 29 missions
scattered from Wyndahm In the north to
Esperanee in the south; from the War-
burton Ranges in the east to Drysdale and
La Orange in the west. They are looking
after approximately 1,400 children and
500 indigent natives. Generally speaking,
25 of the 29 missions in existence are
doing an excellent job. In one or two
cases, their location does not permit them
to grow vegetables, run a garden or an
orchard, but they are doing the best they
can under difficult circumstances.

I could say much more In regard to
native activities generally. But I want
to place on record that the staff generally
is doing a very good job, particularly
the Commissioner of Native Welfare him-
self, Mr. Middleton, whose heart and soul
is in his job. He and his staff, together
with myself, are constantly looking at the
overall picture and, as Minister, I am
quite happy about the activities of the de-
partment itself. Naturally, weaknesses will
always intrude, but the moment they are
seen, the officers of the department deal
with them to the best of their ability. It
is Possible that we may have a motion
moved by the member for South Perth a
little later this morning dealing with one
aspect of native welfare which we all
deplore. Unfortunately, however, the fin-
ances of the State are such as not to
permit us to do as much as 'we would like.

I know it is the Government's desire to
do a great deal more for these people but.
as I have pointed out, we have spent four
times the amount of money we did pre-
viously. it is nice to see that the natives
are taking full advantage of the system
of buying houses that was was inaugu-
rated by the Minister for Housing some
three years ago. The record shows that 81
natives are buying their own homes and
are generally proving satisfactory as ten-
ants.

It is interesting to note that a mission
recently took a survey as to how the child-
ren are reacting to the teaching they are
getting at the missions. it was found that
78 per cent, of the children leaving the
mission are accepting the white standard
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of living, and are being assimilated into
the community. So of the 78 per cent.
of the natives who have accepted white
standards, 46 per cent, have gone into
domestic service and 22 per cent. are fol-
lowing the trades and professional work,
by which I mean school teaching. The
experience of that mission alone is suffici-
ent encouragement for the Government,
and I hope for all members of Parliament,
to see that these children receive the op-
portunities In life to which they are en-
titled.

I would now like to mention the Police
Department. Generally speaking, the
public seems to be quite satisfied with the
activities of this department. The num-
ber of police officers has been stepped
up in the last twelve months by approxi-
mately 20). It Is of interest to record that
ex-policemen who left the department five
or six years ago are anxious to get back.
The Commissioner for Police, however,
feels that while there are young men
possessing junior and leaving certificates
anxious to Join the Police Force, they
should be given preference. Accordingly
If any member of Parliament should come
into contact with an ex-policeman who
wants to get back into the Police Force,
the reason he is not being readily accepted
is that the department feels it is prefer-
able to employ the younger men with
better educational qualifications.

In connection with the activities of the
Police Force, I, as a Minister who has
but recently taken over the department,
was alarmed to find that 67,000 offences
were brought to trial in the various courts
of western Australia. For a. period of 12
months, 67,000 is quite a large number.
However, I was relieved to find that of
those 67,000 offences, approximately 45,000
were traffic offences. Of that 45,000, it
is interesting to record that 24,000 were
for parking, up to the time the new Mlin-
ister for Transport took over traffic acti-
vities, and they may be stepped up In the
next 12 months.

in the main, most of the cases have gone
forward and convictions been recorded. No
complaints have been made against the
Police Force, with the exception of one,
and I think I had better not refer to that
one tonight. In regard to activities in the
country, I am continually receiving re-
quests for new police stations to be opened.
I invariably record deputation notes.
which are taken down by my secretary,
and forward them to the commissioner
and his officers for their viewpoint. The
difficulty is being overcome by a reshuffle
of station staffs.

The Police Department generally Is not
very happy about its offices in Perth. They
are overcrowded and are most anxious to
move into new buildings for two reasons.
The present building is the property of
the Crown Law Department, which is very
keen to take over certain offices occupied

by the Police Department and, on the
other band, the Police Department's acti-
vities have grown to such an extent that
it can do with the extra accommodation.

I am hoping, of course, that the Treas-
urer will be able to see his way clear in
the next 12 months to make a sum of
money available to build new offices for
the C.I.B. in particular and for the Traffic
Department, which is probably more in
need of the extra accommodation than
the 0.13. The Traffic Department Is
housed in shocking conditions having re-
gard to the fact that it is a Government
department. If any member of Parlia-
ment were to make a trip to James-st.
and see the conditions, he would be quite
alarmed. The Traffic Department, which
is handling accident reports, is working
in a very old building. It is anything but
a large building and I have much sym-
pathy with those traffic officers who are
carrying on under those conditions.

We have temporary offices in Hay-st.
for the Traffic Department. Those build-
ings have been used to take the overflow
from James-st., but I do not think, as
Minister for Police, it is advisable to spread
the staff all over the city. They should
be bandy to the inspectors for more rea-
sons than one. I am quite satisfied with
the activities of the Commissioner of
Police, the inspectors and the men under
them. They are doing aL good job.

The genera] public must be satisfied
because when we realise there were 67,000
cases before the court, I did not receive
many complaints about individual police-
men. I think that is very satisfactory in
regard to the activities of the Police Force.
During my time of office I have only had
one complaint from a taxpayer in regard
to the Police Department. In this case
the policeman spoke severely to a man
who walked on to a native reserve without
a permit. I think the policeman was doing
his job because the man should have had
a permit to go on to the reserve. I had
no occasion to censure anybody in the
Police Force and would say that the acti-
vities of the department are 100 per cent.
satisfactory.

I would like to, refer to the departments
in the far-flung parts of the State, par-
ticularly in the North-West. When I was
there last July, I visited various police
stations and the Inspectors, the various
patrolmen and even the officers were in
their correct uniforms. They were very
alert and I want to compliment the Police
Force on that aspect of its activities- I
have had occasion to get information for
the Commonwealth authorities on very im-
portant aspects of the far-flung North,
especially in regard to very isolated parts
of the North, and within a matter of hours
on some occasions the Police Department
has been able to supply the information
required by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment dealing with aspects of defence. That
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gave me a great deal of satisfaction. As
I said before, I would like to compliment
the force generally on its activities.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Police, £E1,440,668-a greed to.

Public Utilities-
Votes -Country Areas Water Supply
Schemes, £842,680; Other Hydraulic Under-
takings Chargeable to Revenue, £557,222;
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Department, £1,009,740; State
Abattoirs and Saleyards, £153,678; Rail-
ways, £16,144 ,867-agreeef to.

Vote-Tramw~ays, £1,196,100:

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [2.12 am.]:
This department I presume includes tram-
ways and Government omnibuses. It is the
only vote on which I can raise briefly with
the Minister for Transport the question of
attempts to reduce the deficit in connec-
tion with metropolitan passenger trans-
Port. He made a very valiant attempt to
answer my question without notice and was
just going on to the interesting part when
discretion took hold of him and, unfortun-
ately. he withdrew from the question at
the time I wanted him to go on. I want
to reiterate for the information of the
the House and so as to give the Minister a
chance to complete the story, that if the
private operators handed over to the Gov-
ernment the whole of their takings from
these buses in the metropolitan area, there
would still not be enough money, even
ignoring the operating expenses, to put
the Government's metropolitan passenger
transport deficit right. It is no good the
Minister saying that greater efficiency and
streamlined administration will make a
hole in it.

The Minister for Transport: You asked
for suggestions for relieving it, didn't you?

Mr. COURT: I wanted to know to what
extent it would relieve the position. I
wanted to know: "How and to what ex-
tent does he expect the creation of a
metropolitan passenger transport trust to
relieve the deficit when the gross earnings
of the private operators are less than last
year's Government metropolitan passenger
transport deficit?" The Minister's sug-
gestions would cover only a fraction of the
£1,500,000 deficit. We are entitled to know
something under this heading in view of
the fact that the decision to defer the
creation of the transport trust might have
been made after the Estimates were pre-
pared. There will be a substantial in-
crease In the expenditure which Includes
trains, ferries and omnibuses.

.THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. H. E. Graham-East Perth-in
reply) [2.14 a.in.]: It is rather difficult to
give an assessment in pounds, shillings and
pence as to what might happen in the
future if a certain position is met by the
Government and then Parliament has a

look at the situation. I have already men-
tioned a number of factors, and there
could be others. To satisfy the curiosity of
the member for Nedlands, the Government
trust, for instance, could have a lesser
capital cost by not being required to pay
sales tax. The Government-operated bus
services could perhaps pay a lesser charge
to the Transport Board.

Mr. Court: Then you lose-
T:';e MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I

think the hon. member had better think
again. There would not be a question of
loss to the Government.

Mr. Court: Indirectly.
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: No,

it would be a loss to local authorities which
might give them an opportunity of more
properly basing their rates Instead of talk-
ing transport and traffic fees to construct
olympic pools, cycling tracks and town
halls which are not related to the primary
purpose of the roads.

Mr. Court: You would have to think
again about that one. They won't keep
roads up just for Government buses to run
over.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: Nor
any other type of bus. But whenever a
main road looks as tough it wants money
spent on it. there seems to be a predilection
to ask the Main Roads Department to take
over. The point is that whether the Gov-
ernment likes it or not, certain operators
have reached the stage where they simply
cannot afford to continue their operations:
and however unprofitable the routes con-
cerned, something has to be done to pro-
vide transport for the people In the affected
areas.

I have said on previous occasions that
whatever the rights or wrongs of the situa-
tion might be, it appears to be something
common to passenger transport systems,
not only in the capitals of Australia, but
also in those of other parts of the world,
that they simply do not pay for themselves.
That, over all, is the position here in the
metropolitan area. I think I have gone as
far as it Is prudent to go, and perhaps a
little beyond that. To hazard guesses as
to what might occur in the future, would
not get us far.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Ferries, £16,310; State Batteries.

£765,805; Cave House, etc., £48,350; Medina
Hotel, £38,525-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

In Committee of Ways and Means.
The TREASURER: I move-

That towards making good the
supply granted to Her Majesty for the
services of the Year ending the 30th
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June, 1951, a sum not exceeding
£44,073,853 be granted from the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

Ldopted.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH PARKING
FACILITIES.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council received and

-ead notifying that It did not Insist on Its
Lmendments.

BILL-FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT (No, 3),
Council's Amendment.

Returned from the Council with an
Lmendment.

In Committee.
Mr. Sewell in the Chair; the Minister for
abour in charge of the Bill.
The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-

nent Is as follows:-
Clause 2, page 3. line 9-Insert alter the

word "as" the words "Western Australian."
The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: These

Arords are inserted to give the correct name
f the Western Australian Automobile

Jhamber of Commerce. I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
tmendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
irid a message accordingly returned to
Zhe Council.

BILL-CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Returned from the Council without
imendment.

STATE TRADING 'CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1956-57.
Tabling of Estimates.

The TREASURER: I present a copy
if the State Trading Concerns Estimates
'or the year ending the 30th June, 1957,
Lmd move-

That these papers be laid on the
Table of the House.

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

E-stimates of Revenue and Expenditure
.or the State Trading Concerns for the
rear ending the 30th June, 1951, now con-
idered; Mr. Sewell in the Chair.

Divisions-State Engineering Works,
X635,949; State Hotels, £211,123--agreed to.

Division-West Australian Meat Exports,
f717,167:

Mr. COURT: While it Is not aL very
opportune time to be discussing something
which could lend itself to fairly lengthy
debate in view of the reports one hears of
this undertaking, I feel I have a duty to
bring the matter before the Committee
and ascertain from the Minister how he
feels about the operation of this concern.

For the year under review, it is estimated
to make only a very small profit, and the
reason for this is beyond me. its perform-
ance over the years has not been terribly
good. I do not want to go into detail be-
cause it would take too long; but I would
like to ask whether the Minister is
thoroughly satisfied with the operations
of this concern and the projected profit.
I1 have in mind the performance of the
Midland Junction abattoirs which the
Minister will say is an entirely different
venture. But there Is a degree of comn-
parison; and according to the Auditor
General's report, the abattoirs made a
profit for the year ended 1958 of £33,000
after providing for depreciation and in-
terest on capital.

Those two items, Interest and deprecia-
tion, alone are £66,000 and still there is
left a net profit of £33,000. The Western
Australian Meat Exports for the year ended
the 30th June, 1956, show a net profit of
only £3,067 although the revenue for last
year was £525,000. The earnings of the
Midland Junction establishment are only
£436,000, so there must be a terrific dis-
parity in the operations to account for
the difference.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
cannot say at this juncture what Is the
reason for the difference. The Midland
Junction works is the most modern pos-
sible and its costs would be less as com-
pared with the West Austalian Meat
Exports, but unless the hon. member can
tell me what he has specifically in mind,
I cannot answer him as I have not the
information.

Mr. Court: I would expect you to, as
it is one of your departments.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the hon. member has any complaint, I
will be happy to examine the position. So
far as I know, both concerns are working
efficiently and the reports I get from time
to time regarding Robb's Jetty indicate
that it is properly managed, with due re-
gard to economy.

Mr. Court: Are you satisfied with the
performance?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, until I find something wrong with It.

Mr. COURT: it is amazing that the
Minister cannot discuss a trading concern
under his Jurisdiction. The main point
is that this one can show a profit of only
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about £3,000 and the only argument the some of the criticism was Justified and
Minister can advance is that the other
one has a most modern plant.

The Minister for Agriculture: I said
I would have to examine the position.

Mr. COURT: It is queer that when we
are here to debate these Estimates,' the
Minister In charge cannot give informa-
tion and is apparently satisfied with £3,000
profit.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am
satisfied.

Mr. COURT: If I were in the Minister's
position. I would be most dissatisfied.

Divison put and passed.
Divtsions-Wynd ham Freezing Works,

£1I,485,806; State Shipping Service,
£1,812,644; State Brick Works, £495,106;
State Saw Mills. £2,4 96,562-agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of State
Trading Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1956-57.
In Committee.

Debate resumed from the 20th Novem-
ber; Mr. Sewell in the Chair.

Vote-Railways £3,820,000:

HON. SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray)
[2.37 am.): The Loan Estimates, of course,
are of interest to all members as they
indicate how the public works programme
will be carried out in the ensuing financial
year. I am wondering what the prospects
of loan raising will be in the next financial
Year and, indeed in the next few years.
We know that £600,000,000 is to be met by
the Commonwealth by way of debt redemp-
tion and that is a huge sum, and the
Commonwealth has to raise sufficient
money to underwrite the loan require-
ments of the States as well.

All Governments will have to be very
careful in the financial years immediately
ahead, in regard to the expenditure of
their loan money. There is little doubt
that the greater part of this £600,000,000
will be converted, but many millions of it
will have to be redeemed and the indica-
tions are that the loan market will be
fairly difficult. Last year the Loan Coun-
cil agreed to the raising of £190,000,000
and it was not all subscribed by the public
with the result that the Commonwealth
had to find some £60,000,000 in order to
make up the total which it had agreed to
underwrite for the States.

It is essential in the spending of loan
money to obtain value for it and there
has been a great deal of discussion in this
Chamber during the past few weeks as
to how the loan money is being spent.
Quite a number of members have ex-
pressed the view that in many instances
It is not being wisely spent. I think

I suggest to the Treasurer that there be
a much closer watch kept on the spending
of loan money in the future in order to
see that we get value for it.

A bright spot in regard to loan raising
has been the amount of money that the
International Bank has made available to
us. It was announced on the 6th Decem-
ber that a further 50,000,000 dollar loan
would be made available to Australia-In
our currency £24,250,000. That money
will assist not only Governments but also
private industry and particularly those
companies that import into Australia
earth-moving equipment, tractive power
and much machinery that is not obtain-
able here. It plays a prominent part in
assisting the development of the country
from the angle of both the Government
and private industry.

rrom the World Bank we have borrowed
317,370,000 dollars, which shows its con-
fidence in us and we are now that bank's
largest customer. The Prime Minister
is deserving of credit for the manner in
which he has persuaded that bank to
provide money for Australia and un-
doubtedly he has created a feeling of con-
fidence there. Of the £190,000,000 ap-
proved by the Loan Council, Western
Australia has received £17,900,000.

Of that, £-3,000,000 is allotted to Com-
monwealth State Housing, leaving a bal-
aince of £14,900,000 for public works. We
have to add to that a further special
loan of £2,000,000 approved by the Com-
monwealth to relieve unemployment, so
the total amount for public works reaches
£17,000,000. As the Treasurer explained,
there is an additional £1,536,000 received
by way of loan repayment to be added
to this amount, making a total of
£18,438,000. In addition. £200,000 is to be
provided by way of deferred payments and
will have to be met during the next finan-
cial year.

An amount of £3,820,000 has been allot-
ted to the railways and the Treasurer gave
details as to how this amount will be spent.
It will be interesting to see if the rail-
ways keeps to this amount. I would not be
surprised to hear that there is a request
from the railways for additional money.
One of the largest items of expenditure in
connection with this particular amount is
£1,302,000 to be spent on railway lines or
on the track. It is in this direction-as I
said during the debate on the Revenue
Estimates-that a close watch should be
kept on expenditure. I put it to the Treas-
urer that consideration should be given
for the calling of tenders for certain parts
of this work.

I noticed that the Treasurer said that
the cost of a single sleeper today is 28s.
Whether that is the cost on the Job or
the total cost when the sleeper is put into
position, I do not know, but there is no
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doubt that it is a large amount of money
for one sleeper. For locomotives another
large amount of £1,192,000 is to be paid.
In this instance, the Treasurer told us that
all ordered locomotives have now been
delivered and no new orders have been
lodged. This will give considerable relief
to our loan funds. It is possible that
during the last 10 years, including this
financial year, approximately £41,000,000
of loan money has been spent by the Rail-
way Department.

The State Electricity Commission has
been granted permission to raise £2,150,000
and from loan funds £2,100,000 will be
made available, so the total that will be
received by the commission will be £4,250,
000. I am sorry to see that some proposed
works will have to be deferred. This Is
a very large sum of money and I think
we have the right to expect that the State
Electricity Commission will be able to move
along fairly rapidly with its extensions.

I do not know what the materials supply
position is like today. There was a short-
age of copper wire and of other materials
not so very long ago and I hope that such
difficulties have been overcome. There is
a keen demand in agricultural districts
for electricity extensions and I was hoping
that they could be made, If I might use
the parish pump for a minute, I would
also hope that the extensions which have
been promised in my own electorate in
the Serpentine-Jarrahdale district will be
carried out this year. The promise for
an extension of the mains to that area
has been made to the people concerned
for some time, but we do not seem to get
any further ahead. I am hoping, however,
that a start will be made on this work
during this financial year.

it was also interesting to notice that
£2,477,000 is to be spent on public build-
ings, which is £562,000 more than last
financial year. We might be able to get
more of those classrooms which the Minis-
ter for Education says are so urgently
needed. This additional £562,000 should
help considerably in providing these
much-needed classrooms in the schools.

The Treasurer also told us that £641,000
is required to make deferred payments.
I have some doubt about this particular
type of finance. I know it is causing con-
siderable uneasiness. Last session I think
the Treasurer said that he could not see
any harm in this form of finance provided
that the work which was required was
being carried out. If a private individual
went on making these deferred payments
despite the fact that he had some neces-
sary work that he wanted to carry out, I
am sure that he would eventually end in
trouble.

As I mentioned previously, anot her
£200,000 this year is to be deferred so
there is a total of deferments in these par-
ticular Loan Estimates amounting to

£841,000. I would think that If the Treas-
urer goes on like this, he is bound to find
himself in real difficulty because these
commitments have to be met when they
fall due and they must, in the end, cause
considerable embarrassment to the Treas-
urer and could lead him into serious
trouble.

I am glad to see that additional moneys
are to be made available for country areas
and town water supplies and also that
additional money will be spent on drain-
age and irrigation. The only thing that
is worrying me In this regard is the steeply
increased rates that are being imposed
both for irrigation and drainage and I
know that this is creating a great feel-
ing of uneasiness because they are being
imposed much too frequently and there is
a. limit to which those engaged on the land
can go. I met a farmer the other day who
has only a small block of about 400 acres
and he is paying £1 a week in drainage
rates.

I do not propose to say much more at
this stage, but I notice that £200,000 is
estimated to be made available to the
Wundowie charcoal Iron and steel industry.
The wisdom of providing that amount has
been questioned in this Chamber and I
cannot help but feel that this money could
have been put to better use.

Additional money has been made avail-
able for the North-West. with which I
think we all agree and also a considerable
sum is to be spent on a new ship which
is going to be used on the North-West
coast and which will arrive in this State
in 1957. The Treasurer often asks what
the Commonwealth is doing in the way of
making extra money available to this
State, and I would agree with him here
that, in view of our difficulties in connec-
tion with North-West transport, he would
be justified in asking for assistance from
the Commonwealth in regard to the capital
expenditure on these ships.

The Treasurer: The all-party committee
is in favour of that.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: It is a pity
that It did not meet with more success. To
clear an accumulated deficit up to June,
1955, £462,000 is required. These deficits
can be a costly business because we are
penalised by a higher rate of interest and
it means that the loan funds are called
upon to meet this commitment.

I would now like to, say a word or two
about the Wandana. flats. I think £3,000,000
is being made available to the State Hous-
ing Commission during this financial year.
Quite recently, the member for Mt. Mar-
shall asked a question of the Minister for
Housing. He asked what was the full
capital cost of the Wandana flats project
and the Minister replied that £563,485 was
the expenditure to date and the net in-
come was £9,409. I think this gives an in-
terest return of about 1At per cent. I
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should not think that that would encour-
age the Government to go in for fiat build-
ing of this magnitude because I ain not
sure what this money is costing the State
Housing Commission, but it is probably in
the vicinity of 4* per cent. Yet it is getting
a return of 1i per cent. on £563,485. There-
fore, the Government has to be careful In
the way it spends its money which it re-
ceives by way of loan for its Common-
wealth-State projects. It would be better
advised to put this money into housing
than to suffer such & lass on flat building.
I have nothing more to say at this stage
and I am prepared to conclude my remarks.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Tramways and Ferries, £C141,000;-

State Electricity Commission, £2,100,000;
Public Works, £4,875.000,, North-West,
£1,386,000;, Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage, £1I699,000; Mines,
£285,000; State Housing Commission,
£1,300,000; Agriculture, £150,000; Forests,
£200,000:* Lands, £41,000; Other State
Undertakings, £1,829,200;, Sundries, £850,800
--agreed to.

This concluded the Loan Estimates for
the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.
Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.
Introduced by the Treasurer and read

a first time.

Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. 0.
Hawke--Northam) [3.2 a.m.] in moving the
second reading said:. This is the Appro-
priation Bill which is introduced each
year after the Estimates have been dis-
cussed and approved by members. Those
who have not been In the H-ouse for
any length of time will know that the
best way to follow the Bill is to study the
schedules. Any new member who is in-
terested in the Bill will easily comprehend
the purposes of the Bill if he looks at the
schedules.

Schedule "A" sets out the amounts
to be taken from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, the General Loan Fund
and the public account advanced to
the Treasurer. The total appropria-
tion in Schedule "A" under those head-
ings amounts to £66,209,853. Schedule
"B" sets out the Consolidated Reve-
nue Fund for the services of the year
ending the 30th June, 1957, as detailed In
the Estimates of Expenditure passed by

the legislative Assembly. Schedule "C",
sets out the General Ljoan Funds for the
services of the Year ending the 30th June,
1957, as detailed in the Estimates of
Expenditure passed by the Legislative
Assembly. Schedule "D" sets out the
same infornmation regarding the advance
to the Treasurer. Schedule "E" sets out
In relation to adjustment of appropriation
"Advance to Treasurer" 1955-56 financial
year, the adjustments in regard to the
Consolidated Revenue Fund. Schedule
"F" sets out the same information in re-
gard to the General Loan Fund. Sched-
ule "G," the last In the Bill, deals with
the aliocation of expenditure for the im-
provement and reforestation of State
forests for the year ending the 30th June.
1957. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee'without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL-GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD)

ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL-MARKETING OF ONIONS ACT
AMENDMIENT.

Council's Amendment.
Returned from the Council with an

amendment.

In Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; Mr. Norton in

charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
mernt is as follows:-

Clause 2-Delete the word "six-
teenth" in line 10, page 2, and sub-
stitute the word "first" in lieu.

Mr. NORTON: This amendment purely
seeks to reduce the time set out in the Bill
by 15 days. Owing to the lateness of the
hour and the session, I do not intend to
oppose the amendment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
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BILL-LOAN, £15,915,000.
second Reading.

order of the Day read for the resump-
tion of the debate from the 22nd November.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council.

BILL-ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.
Message from the Council notifying that

it insisted on its amendments Nos. 5. 6.
8 and 9; had disagreed to the furher
amendment made by the Assembly to
amendment No. 4 and had agreed to the
further amendment made by the Assembly
to amendment No. 7 now considered.

in Committee.
Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Treasurer in

charge of the Bill.
The TREASURER: The Council is in-

sisting on all the amendments except No.
7. Amendment No. 7 proposes to delete
the three years in the Bill, in regard to
the succession of estates and the applica-
tion of duty to them, for the purpose of
inserting the words "five years". We
agreed to a compromise of four years when
the first message from the council came to
us. The Legislative Council has agreed
to our amendment on its amendment.

in regard to the remaining amendments.
I point out that early this morning I
canvassed the possibilities which might
arise in the event of a conference between
the two Houses. The best information I
could obtain was to the effect that the
Legislative Council would not go any fur-
ther in regard to the remaining amend-
ments made by the Council. In that situa-
tion, the holding of a conference would be
a futility.

Although some of these amendments will
deprive the Consolidated Revenue Fund of
a certain amount of income, there seems
no option but to accept the situation on
the basis I have explained. If it be found
during the next six or nine months that
the working of these amendments is hav-
ing an effect upon the Consolidated
Revenue F'und which is serious, or any-
where near serious, the Government might
have to introduce further amending legis-
lation in order to get Parliament, at that
stage, to safeguard more adequately the
revenues of the State under this heading.
in the circumstances, I move-

That the amendments made by the
Council be no longer disagreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendments agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

WARBURTON RANGE NATIVE
WELFARE SELECT

COMMITTEE.
Implementation of Report.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) [3.23
a.m.]: I move-

That in the opinion of this House
the recommendations of the select
committee appointed to inquire into
the conditions of native welfare in the
Laverton-Warbur ton R anage area
should be carried out, subject to
finance being made available for the
purpose by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

I regret the necessity for this matter being
discussed at this hour of the morning
because I think it deserves the closest con-
sideration by the House. Unfortunately,
we will not have much time to devote to it,
so I shall endeavour to be as brief as
possible.

At the outset I say that the select com-
mittee came to its conclusions after bear-
ing a number of witnesses. The committee
heard the evidence of anthropologists, mis-
sionaries, police officers and others closely
associated with the native problem. Mfter
obtaining evidence from these people and
actually visiting the Warburton Range, the
committee arrived at its determination. It
reached this conclusion:-

The committee has arrived at the
conclusion that the plight of the
aborigines in the Warburton-Laverton
area Is deplorable to the extreme. The
natives lack even the most basic neces-
sities of life. Malnutrition and blind-
ness and disease, abortion and inf anti-
cide and burns and other injuries are
commonplace. Game is extremely
scarce on the reserve, water supplies
for drinking precarious, and adequate
medical attention far beyond the re-
sources of the Warburton mission.
Employment opportunities for mission
educated children are hopelessly in-
sufficient and in the circumstances
education only serves to leave them
more poorly fitted for fending for
themselves when thrown back on their
own resources at the completion of
that education. Immediate food and
medical aid are urgently necessary for
these people and permanent provision
for them a pressing obligation on the
State.

I emphasise that in respect of this con-
clusion, and in respect of the report sub-
mitted. the members of the committee were
unanimous in every respect. We went out
of our way to avoid extravagant language
and to submit as moderate a report as was
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possible. As a consequence, the position.
if anything, is worse than that described
in the report.

As is mentioned in the report, there are
In the vicinity of 400 natives in the Layer-
ton area and another 400 on the Warburton
reserve, and that number Is augmented by
a further 300 who periodically come from
across the border to visit the Warburton
mission. In all, we have possibly up to a
thousand or more natives in the area. It is
not generally known that the State accepts
no responsibility in regard to adult natives.
We have the Warburton mission out there.
and in the closer settled areas we have
the Cosmo Newbery and Mt. Margaret
missions where children of school age only
are attended to: and only those who have
been placed in the care of those missions.
Apart from giving a measure of medical
attention to the adults, they do nothing
for them. They render no assistance in
the way of obtaining rations or anything
else.

The basic requirements of these natives
are, firstly, drinking water which is ex-
tremely scarce on the reserve. Even on
the journey from Cosine Newbery to the
Warburton mission, natives periodically
perish from thirst. In the entire reserve
there is no permanent surface water. It
is estimated that there are only two or
three soaks of a permanent nature, but
they do not provide any permanent surface
water for game. As a consequence, there
is practically no game in that area.

When the Party reached the Warburton
mission, it had the experience of meeting
a party of natives who had come in from
the North-iS of them, many of whom had
never seen white people before. They were
suffering from malnutrition; one or two
of them were in the last stages, I should
think, of starvation. I picked up one child
of about nine years of age who weighed
about a stone and a half: and another
seven years of age who weighed even less.
The thighs and upper arms of these chil-
dren were about one inch in diameter.
They were of the type that we used to see
in the photographs of people in concentra-
tion camps in Germany and other parts of
Europe.

Apart from the entire party which came
in suffering in this way, one woman died
two days after she got to the mission. How
many died en route to the mission wedi
not ascertain. I1 mention this only to
indicate that food is extremely scarce there
and the natives, from time to time, perish
as a consequence. Similarly, these natives
are in need of a much greater measure of
medical attention than they receive at
present. At the Warburton mission there
is a building which serves as a hospital,
and the missionaries have a matron there.
She treats from 30 to 40 cases per day-
mostly victims of spearfights, burns and
epidemics.

The matron estimates that approxi-
mately 80 per cent, of the children in the
care of the mission and in the native camp
nearby are suffering from trachoma; '75
per cent. of the women on the reserve and
65 per cent. of the men are suffering from
it as well. A large number of the women
are blind in one eye and are suffering in
the other eye through the effects of
trachoma.

To give members an illustration of what
goes on. when we were there, there was
a young baby about 9 months old. It was
sitting on its mother's knee and the baby
had had the skin burnt from the waist
down to the thigh; the skin had been
completely burnt off the buttocks. The
burn had been dressed at the mission-
there were no bandages--and the child
given back to the mother. As a conse-
quence, this baby was alternatively sitting
on its mother's knee, with the burnt and
cracked flesh touching the mother's flesh,
and then it would get off the mother's
knee and sit down in the red dust.

The missionaries had an instance, not
long before we got there, of an old woman
who was living in the camp in one of the
small wurleys and she crawled out on her
elbows and knees and crawled into the fire.
She was blind and she was so badly injured
that the flesh had been burnt away on
the elbows and knees and the bones were
protruding. Because she was blind, she
could not see where she was going and
she was in such a weakened condition
that she could not get out of the fire. She
died subsequently.

I was talking a few moments ago about
the party which came in from the north
in a starving condition while we were
there. Two of the children were just skin
and bone and the mother was in exactly
the same condition--simply skin and bone.
In addition, her hand was rotting off above
the wrist through yaws. Members can
imagine the plight of that family in the
sandy desert, walking perhaps 20 miles be-
tween waterholes and the mother trying to
find water and food for her children every
night. It is extremely difficult in that
country to find food and apart from being
in a starving condition, she had one hand
rotting off through yaws. That is typical of
the plight of many of the natives that one
sees everywhere out there.

Then again, the incidence of syphilis
and yaws among natives is high. The
matron there has no chance of treating
them for syphilis and it is very difficulit
to distinguish between syphilis and yaws
without taking a blood culture, and she is
not competent to do that. Therefore when
a native comes in in that condition she
simply treats it with penicillin and if it
responds, she knows that it is suffering
from yaws; but If it is suffering from
syphilis, she can do nothing about it.

It is bitterly cold there at certain times
of the year with heavy frosts and ice on
the water in the mornings. The natives
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have no clothes and as a consequence most
of them who go to the mission are suffering
from various chest complaints and almost
invariably suffering from colds. Many Qf
them are suffering from pneumonia and
tuberculosis.

The mission has been sending two or
three children away each year to Perth
but the experience has been that once they
come down here, they are not returned to
the mission for some considerable time.
As a consequence, the natives there are
tearful about allowing these children to
go away even though they are urgently
In need of medical attention. While we
were at the mission there was one woman
who had a child with a badly cleft palate
and a hair lip. When the missionaries
wanted to send the child to Perth, the
mother took It to a camp away from the
mission and stayed there and refused to
come back to the mission.

I do not want to dwell on these aspects
but I simply mention them to emphasise
that the plight of these people demands
urgent attention. They are suffering from
lack of food, lack of water and medical
attention. The committee suggests that
at least twice yearly there should be some
medical survey of the natives in the area
and any natives who require treatment
should be sent to Laverton or Leonora
where they can obtain treatment. At this
stage I do not want to touch on the ques-tion of education, including secondary edu-
cation, because those matters are dealt with
in detail in the report, and similarly the
question of separation of children as well
as the recommendations in regard to
establishing the pastoral industry in the
Warburton area.

The committee also dealt with the ques-
tion of a road link between the mission
and the new Giles weather station and
other matters of that kind. But because
of the lateness of the hour. I do not in-
tend to touch on those points. I would,
however, like to draw members' attention
to the fact that in the past we have
practised the policy of non-interference
so far as bush natives are concerned.

However questionable our attitude in
that respect has been, the time has arrived
when we can no longer disregard the
plight of these people. It has arrived
principally because of the action of the
Commonwealth Government in conducting
the atom bomb tests. I do not criticise
the Commonwealth Government for un-
dertaking these tests because I think they
are most desirable. But the fact is that
the Maralinga. bomb site is not far on the
other side of the border In South Aus-
tralia and, as a consequence, the natives
are not now able to travel from the War-
burton mission south or east across the
South Australian border.

in other words, that huge area of the
Warburton reserve has been denied to
them. In addition, the Commonwealth
Government has established the new
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weather station at Giles and for that pur-
pose has taken over 250.000 acres which.
happens to be the only good country In
the area and the only place where water
is available In the northern half of the
Warburton reserve. So first of all there
is the south-eastern portion of the re-
serve denied to the natives and the north-
ern half is also denied to them.

During his speech, the Minister for
Mines mentioned the success that a cer-
tain prospecting company from Adelaide
is having in the prospecting and mining
of nickel in this State. Their operations
are concentrated in the Warburton re-
serve and they have been allocated over
4,000,000 acres for the purpose of pros-
pecting for nickel. I do not criticise that
and the members of the committee cer-
tainly did not criticise it: but we want to
stress the fact that we have interfered
with the normal way of life of these
natives and, as a consequence, we must
provide them with some alternative.

In tonight's paper there Is a report that
the Commonwealth is going ahead with
the construction of a new road from the
Giles weather station north-east to
Broome. This will cut right through the
central desert section of Australia and
members can imagine what will happen
when trucks are going up and down that
road. The natives will simply camp on3
the road and there will be all sorts of
problems, including half caste problems
because of their contact with that type
of white. We have practised this policy
of non-interference in the past and now
we have interfered with them In the last
12 months as a result of the Common-
wealth tests which have been carried out
in South Australia. Because we have In-
terfered with their way of life, we should
provide them with some alternative.

it seems Incredible that we are living
in Perth, less than two hours flying time
away by modern aircraft from people who
are starving to death and, in addition,
dying of thirst. There are natives dying
and going blind every day through a lack
of medical attention. We are inclined to
read reports of starvation in other parts
of the world and think of it with a feel-
ing of Pity and a belief that that sort of
thing could not happen here: but it is
actually happening in Western Australia
almost every day.

We have over 21,000 natives in Western
Australia and we do not know how many
are in the area to which I am referring.
But there are approximately 1,000 between
Laverton and the South Australian bord-
er. Just north of the area we investi-
gated, between the Rawlinson Ranges and
the southern fringe of the Simberleys
there are large numbers of nomadic desert
natives and their plight could be even
worse than that of the ones we investi-
gated. It seems strange that that should
be the position in Western Australia an4
yet across the border In the Korthern
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Territory where there are only 10,000
natives under the jurisdiction of the Corn-
-monwealth, the position is completely
different.

Every native in the Northern Territory
As8 well cared for and the Commonwealth
, Government makes £1 Ils, available for
,every adult native and NI 60 or 70 natives
are living on a pastoral property, the pas-
toralist draws the sum of £1 Ils, for every
,adult native and 1Isa. for every child.

'The Premier: Is that per week?
1dr. GRAYDENf: Yes. The pastoralist

pays that out in rations, clothing, blan-
kets, etc., to the natives and if the pas-
toralist can employ half a dozen natives
he pays thdhr iaward rates but he always
has the other payment in reserve. In addi-
tion, In the Northern Territory, there Is
a medical survey twice Yearly and a dental
inspection as well. In the Warburton
flanges at present the superintendent of
the mission, who has done a short course
in dentistry, extracts the children's teeth.

But for about 15 years one of the mis-
sionaries extracted their teeth and his
experience In dentistry amounted to one
hour. He came down on a visit to Perth,
visited a dentist's surgery and asked him
to teach him something about extracting
teeth and the dentist Instructed him for.
that hour or allowed him to sit in the sur-
gery and watch.

He went back to the mission and for
15 years he extracted the childrens' teeth.
and no anaesthetic was used. Apparently
this difference between the care of the
natives in the Northern Territory and that
of those in this State exists because the
Commonwealth Government has the funds
to make it available, and we have not.
The position on our side of the border
is that Infanticide and abortion are com-
mon among the natives although they have
a tremendous affection for their children.
if anything the bond of affection between
the black woman and her child is stronger
than that which exists between the white
mother and her child.

Very often the white mother bottle feeds
ber child until it is nine months old.
Apart from that, it is left at the creche
-and so on. The black mother, on the
other hand, has the child with her con-
stantly. She carries it wherever she goes
whether she be fossicking for food or
whether she be on a route march. In addi-
tion, she suckles it until it is three Years
or older. This is necessary because the
country in which these people live is so
completely barren, and unless the child
obtained the milk from its mother, It would
not survive. Because of that the bond of
affection is extremely strong.

Notwithstanding that, however, because
food is so short the mothers are forced
tri kill their children. If a mother on
that reserve has twins born to her, then
shp must kill one of them because she

obviously cannot lead a nomadic life car-
rying a child on each hip. In addition
to that, it Is impossible for her to provide
milk for both children and so one child
must die for that reason alone.

The conditions for natives in the Kim-
berleys are very favourable. They have
an abundance of water and there is plenty
of game for them to hunt, and, in addi-
tion, they have a favourable climate. In
the particular area to which I refer, how-
ever, none of these things are available,
and It is somnetimes necessary for a
mother to kill her child. Members will
agree that this is a most amazing thing.
The incidence of Infanticide is extremely
high.

I mentioned earlier that these children
are killed by their parents because they
feel it is the kindest thing for them to
do. If a woman has a three-year old
child which she is suckling, as she must
if it is to survive, and another baby Is
born, the new baby must be killed lest
it takes the milk from the older child.
Only recently mlissionaries were successful
In saving a set of twins. Since then, how-
ever, they have managed to save another
two sets.

Since the way of life of these people has
been Interfered with to a large extent by
the atomic bomb tests, it Is up to the
Commonwealth Government at this stage
to make funds available to Western Aus-
tralia. It is obvious that the State Gov-
ernment has not got the necessary funds
and if these people are to be assisted at
all and a satisfactory way of life provided
for them, then it is up to the Common-
wealth Government to supply the finance.
If this Motion is carried and a parlia-
mentary delegation of possibly two or
three members could go to Canberra early
in the new year and present the case to
the Commonwealth. I am sure we would
find that Government sympathetic to the
request put forward by the delegation. I
must apologise for skipping from one point
to another. As I said earlier I would have
welcomed the opportunity of dealing with
the matter in detail, but obviously the
members of the House are too weary at
this stage to listen to a long dissertation
on a matter even as urgent as this one.
I trust the House will support the motion.

THE MINSTER FOR NATIVE WEL-
FARE (Hon. J. J. Erady-Guildford-Mld-
land) [3.50 am.]: Even though it Is early
In the morning and I know members are
anxious to get home, at the same time I am
sure they do not want to see this matter
dealt with too lightly. While supporting
the motion. I want to take the opportunity
of explaining the position as I see It as
Minister for this phase of our activities in
Western Australia.

This motion arose out of the possibility
of children from the Warburton Ranges
coming to Cosmo Newbery for education
rather than remaining isolated out at the
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Warburton Range. In consequence of
what some members considered a humane
approach to the difficulties associated with
the natives at Warburton, Parliament ul-
timately agreed to the appointment of a
select committee to go out and look at
the problem first hand. I am sure that all
members are grateful for the work done
by the members of that committee.

I am also very glad that the member for
South Perth. when moving that some
action be taken, attached to his motion
reference to the necessity for the Common-
wealth Government to give some assist-
ance. I feel sure members will appreciate
that it is necessary and morally right that
that Government should furnish some
financial assistance.

As I pointed out earlier, the State Gov-
ernment has increased its payments to
the Native Welfare Department in recent
years approximately fourfold. I do not
think anybody will dispute the fact that
that is an astounding effort, as compared
with what happened some five or six years
ago. It has actually Put the State Gov-
ernment in a Position for the first time
since we have been responsible for natives
of giving approximately one per cent. of
our gross revenue to this Purpose.

Incidentally, this was one of the con-
ditions laid down when we were given
popular government by the Imperial Gov-
ernment. A condition of popular govern-
ment in Western Australia was that the
State Government -should give one per
cent. of its gross revenue towards assist-
ing natives. Strange as that may seem,
it was not carried out. For some reason
or another, the Legislative Council of the
day approved an alteration of that pro-
vision at the first opportunity and those
payments were not made until the last
four or five years when what was originally
intended to be payments to the Native
Welfare Department were made by this
State Government, and fulfilled the
original obligation.

Members will be surprised to know that
under the Commonwealth Constitution
there is no provision for the Common-
wealth to look after natives. In the latter
part of the last century and the early part
of the present century. it was agreed that
the States and not the Commonwealth
Government would be responsible for
natives. in my opinion, that is one of the
worst features of our Constitution: that thre
Commonwealth Government which is vir-
tually handling the bulk of our finance
should be relieved of all responsibility of
looking after these unfortunate people who
are the original inhabitants of our country.

I feel the member for South Perth was
very wise to move as he did. indicating
that the matter should depend upon the
commonwealth Government giving assist-
ance because a number of these natives are
frequently going backward and forward

Into Commonwealth territory. The North-
ern Territory Is close to the Warburton
Ranges and the Rawlinson Ranges where
this mission is located. It Is possible that
for half the year these natives would be
inhabitants of the Northern Territory and
therefore the responsibility of the Com-
monwealth Government. Accordingly that
Government should accept some responsi-
billity for their material welfare in that
area.

Due to their nomadic habits these un-
fortunate people travel thousands of miles.
I have seen a native setting out to walk
900 miles and thinking nothing of It. All
he had with him was a water bag and a
spear to see him through on his Journey.
He set out to walk from just below Darwin
to Alice Springs where he belonged, and
he would not have got there had lhe not
been given a lilt to within three miles of
Alice Springs. where the mission was
situated. These people travel long dis-
tances and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment should accept some responsibility
for them.

Another reason why that Government
should accept responsibility is that in
recent times the defence requirements of
Australia and Britain has made It neces-
sary that Maralinga and other areas should
be opened up and made available by the
Commonwealth Government for this pur-
Pose. These people have been Isolated
from not thousands of acres, but millions
of acres of land where they normally based
their activities and where they found their
food. Only recently we dealt with the pos-
sibility of these people having their food
supplies cut off because of the atomic tests
at Maralinga. The activities at Maralinga
are not thre only consideration for, as the
member for South Perth pointed out,
there are now the weather bureau activities
at Giles, and also other happenings in the
Immediate vicinity of the Warburton
Ranges mission.

The more we analyse the position, the
more we realise that these unfortunate
people are seeking some security in the
Warburton Range mission because they are
excluded from the areas which they previ-
ously visited and where they had their
being. Even though the State Government
has increased the payments to the Native
Welfare Department fourfold in recent
years, it is still unable to meet the de-
mands made on it by various missions in
Western Australia.

Only in the last few months I have had
to decline requests for assistance to pro-
vide a vehicle to transport children back-
ward and forward to the hospital at a
particular mission because the finance was
not available. In a second case I had to
decline giving grants in aid to another
mission that wanted to build a hospital,
because the money was Just not there for
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the purpose. So even though I am most
sympathetically Inclined towards these
people, the money is just not available.

I do not know whether members realise
it but It would cost about a minimum of
£50,000 to implement the recommendations
of the select committee. That is why I feel
it was most essential that the hon.
member In moving the motion, should have
mentioned It was necessary that the
Commonwealth Government give assist-
anice, if we are to furnish urgent aid re-
quired by these people. As Minister, I
appreciate this matter is urgent and we
must make a greater effort to get the
Commonwealth Government to give the
required assistance. It Is impossible for
the State Government to find a minimum
of £50,000, which would be required to get
reforms under way. If we in Western
Australia gave half the assistance to
natives that the Commonwealth is giving
to whites in respect of social services, it
would cost an additional £150,000 a year.

Furthermore, I would remind the House
the select committee has recommended as
Its first recommendation that the State
should accept full responsibility for the
welfare of all the natives in the Warbur-
ton-Laverton area and that immediate
steps be taken to be responsible for 1,000
natives. If we assisted to the extent of
half the amount the Commonwealth is
giving to indigent people, which is £2 per
week, it would cost the State £2,000 per
week and over 50 weeks it would cost
£100,000 for the Warburton-Laverton mis-
sion people alone. it is impossible for the
State Government to accept the responsi-
bility, and I do hope that the Common-
wealth Government will realise it has an
obligation, as a Commonwealth and
national Government. to alleviate the un-
fortunate position in which these people
find themselves.

I am very glad the member for South
Perth saw his way clear to move the mo-
tion in the terms he did. it is unfortunate
that I did not see the printed report until
two days ago. I have not yet been able
to confer with the Lands Department, the
Agricultural Department, the Education
Department and four or five other depart-
ments which will have to consider these
recommendations to give us an estimate as
to what would be required. Assuming the
House carries the motion. I am sure
members would like the matter discussed
with the Commonwealth Government.
However, before doing that I would under-
take to get the full details from the de-
partment to see what Is required to fulfil
the recommendations of the select com-
mittee.

In conclusion I hope we are successful
in this matter. It is not a party mat-
ter and I am sure we all agree that these
unfortunate People deserve all that can be

done for them and I hope as a conse-
quence of the members of the select com-
mittee looking at this matter first-hand
and making their recommendations, these
people will obtain relief in the near future.
I have pleasure in supporting the motion.

Question put and Passed,

BULL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 3).

Conference Managers' Report.

The MINISTER MOR TRANSPORT: I
have to report that the managers met in
conference and reached the following
agreement:-

Amendment No. 2: Agreed to subject to
the substitution of the word "three" for the
word "two."

Amendment No. 3: Disagreed to.
Amendment No. 4: Disagreed to, but

Clause No. 9 of the Bill to be amended as
follows:-

After Paragraph (a) add a para-
graph to stand as paragraph (b) as
follows:-

(t) By adding after Subsection
(1) a subsection as follows: -

(Ia) (a) The person who
becomes the owner of a
vehicle shall, immediately
on becoming the owner, ap-
ply to the licensing auth-
ority for the transfer of the
licence to him and pay the
Prescribed fee.

(b) A person who fals to
comply with the provisions
of this subsection commits
an offence.
Penalty: Twenty Pounds.

Amendment No. 5: Disagreed to, subject
to the deletion:-

(1) of paragraph (a) in lines 17 and
18;

(2) of subparagraph (ii) in lines 26,
27 and 28 of paragraph (b);

and to the addition after the word
"learner" In line 30, of the passage "who
shall at all times ride on the left of the
person riding In company with the
learner."

Amendment No. 6: Disagreed to subject
to the followling:

Insert a Paragraph to stand as Para-
graph (a) as follows:-

(a) by adding after Subsection
(1) a Proviso as follows:-

Provided that where a
,person convicted under this
'section of a first offence of
being under the influence
of drugs Is held by the
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court, so convicting him, to
have taken those drugs pur-
suant to a prescription of
a duly registered medical
Practitioner or to have had
the drugs administered to
him by a registered medical
practitioner in the course
of treatment for or in pre-
vention of disease from
which that person is suf!-
fering or is likely to suffer,
that person is liable to the
penalty of the fine or im-
prisonment prescribed in
subparagraph (I) of para-
graph (a) of Subsection (3)
of this section and the
court may In Its discretion
suspend a licence to drive
held by him or disqualify
the person from obtaining
a licence under this division
of this Act for such period,
not exceeding three months,
as the court thinks fit.

Amendment No. 7: Disagreed to subject
to the following:-

Insert a paragraph to stand as Para-
graph (b) as follows:-

(6) by adding after the proviso
to Subsection (2) a proviso
as follows:-

Provided also that the
member of the Police Force
or the Inspector shall ha-
mediately after the person
is so charged, inform him
that he has the right to
Communicate with a legal
practitibnier and another
person 'nominated by him.
and if he desires to exiercise
this tight, every reasonable
faqllty to do so shall be
afforded him.

Amendment No. 8: Disagreed to. clause
19 to stand subjectfto the following:-

(1) De16i6t the words "when required
so to do" In lines 18 and 19 and
substitute the words "If required
so to do Within seven days of the
oMmission of the offence."1

(2) -Add after the -word * wmd in
line 26 the words "by the -pe-
scribed officer"

Amendment Mo. 9- Disagreed to. Cikuse
21! to stand.

Amendment No. 11. Disagreed -to. Clause
26 to stand subject to the following;-

Add -after Item 2 under the heading
'Iltene Fees for Motor Vehicles", a
proviso as follows:-

Provided that where a
licence in respect of a motor
'wagon not exceedig 70 p.w. units
it issued by a- licensing autbority
Tor a period comening prior -to

the first day of July, one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-eight, that
authority shall allow the owner of
the vehicle a rebate of ten per
centum of the fee prescribed for
that vehicle licence.

Amendment No. 12: Agreed to.
Amendment No. 13: Agreed to, subject

to the following amendments:-
(1) Delete the word "or" in ine 2 of

subparagraph (i) of paragraph
(a) of the proviso.

(2) After the word "guardian" in line
2 of subparagraph (i) of para-
graph (a) of the proviso add the
words "or employer."

(3) Delete the word "and" In the last
line of subparagraph (i) of para-
graph (a) of the proviso.

(4) Delete subparagraph (ii) of para-
graph (a) of the proviso.

Amendment No. 14: Disagreed to.
It is difficult to Indicate just what these

amendments mean, but I will endeavour
to do so. First of all amendment No.
2 is to substitute the word "three" for
the word "two." That Is to say, where
anyone owns a fleet of cars numbering
three or more, then It is possible for him
to have all these vehicles licensed at the
same rate. If he has less, each vehicle
would be licensed independently.

Amendment No. 3 deals with the con-
cession granted to primary producers,
prospectors and others. The managers
disagreed with the decision of the Legis-
lative Council to delete this paragraph,
which provided that one vehicle in respect
of each person shall be licensed aind addi-
tional vehicles at t)ie discretion of the local
authority. Ut was felt by the conference
that the Provision in the M13 was, in fact,
an advance on the existing provision in
the Act -because there is one concession
for certain -and may be more in the Bill.
but under the Act there was uncertainty in
respet of say.

Amnendment No. 4 deals with the transfer
of lcences of mottr-vehicles. After
lengthy discussion, it was agreed by the
meanagers that the procedure in regard to
transfers shlould remain as at present,
unftr vbich the new owner ia responsible
for paying the presribed fee. and effocting
the transfer. it mnust be done with the
utmost expedition and a penalty is pro,-
vided If he does not comply.

Amnsdment No. 5 is in connection with
motorcyclists who are learning, to ride
on public roads. Where the tutor is ac-
companying the learner, he ig required
to ride on the right side of tbs learner,
that is. on the traffi sie, and the WWI)
is required to brug the kerb.

Amendment No. I deals witha perwxw
who are under the influence of drugs. it
may be recalled tXat Wbe Leader of tame
Country Party mnade a suibinxLaon in tils
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House in respect of this matter, and the
Legislative Council desired that there
should be a similar provision. The matter
was discussed at length; and finally it was
resolved that, where a person was suffer-
Ing from drugs taken pursuant to a pre-
scription or administered by a qualified
medical practitioner, instead of the dis-
qualification of the driver's licence being
mandatory and automatic, there should be
a discretion exercised by the court; but
the other penalties are to remain, this
incidentally to apply only in respect of the
first offence where a person is under the
influence of drugs to the extent of being
incapable of handling a vehicle.

Anmendrment No. 7 deals with a similar
matter-that is to say, a person under
the influence of alcohol or drugs. At pre-
sent It is provided under legislation that
he has the right, upon being charged, to
seek a check by a medical practitioner;
and it is now proposed that the person
being charged should have a right to
communicate with a legal practitioner and
any other person nominated by him, who
might be a relative or friend or somebody
else of his choosing, in which respect
every reasonable facility to do so should be
accorded him by the police.

Amendment No. 8 has to do with what
Is usually called owner-onus. The man-
agers agreed that in respect of minor
offences, this was a legitimate require-
went provided in order to conform with
another Bill we considered-the city of
Perth Parking Facilities Bill-and that
this should apply only when a charge was
lodged within seven days. A longer period,
It was felt, would mean that it would be
unreasonable to expect the owner or the
person In charge of the vehicle to recall
who, on a, certain date, was, in fact, in
charge of that vehicle.

Amendment N'o. 9 Pertains to procedure
and Penalties in respect of railway cross-
ings. As was pointed out when the meas-
ure was before this House1 the purpose
was to make the requirements and the
penalty in the Traffic Act conform to 'what
is set down In the Government Railways
Act. However, In deference to what I
thought Was a good and logical case sub-.
Initted by the Leader of the opposition,
some amendment was made so far as the
requirements are concerned; but confer-
ence accepted the position that, even if.
a lesser penalty, which was sought by
the Council, were Inserted in the Traffic
Act, It would be inoperative, because a
penalty of £50 is provided in the Govern-
ment Railways Act and the Traffic Act
should conform to that. For the infor-
mation of those directly Interested, I am
recommending to the Minister for Rail-
'ways that he have deleted from the Gov-
ernment Railways Act. the'. requirement
that railway trains, should not be within
a quai'ter of a mile of a crossing. when,
a person passes over It.' I hope tliat"In'

due course two statutes dealing with the
same thing will be expressed in Identical
terms.

Amendment No. 11 deals with fees pay-
able in respect of utilities. It may be
recalled that the Council felt that utilities
should be charged a registration fee on
a basis identical with that for motorcars.
After considerable discussion, it was felt
that-after a preliminary period or a
term of notice-utilities, which were con-
sidered to be small or light wagons, should
be treated in future in the same manner
as in the past; and accordingly it was
agreed that whatever the fee is for a wagon
as between now and the 30th June, 1958.
shall be reduced by 10 per cent., and in
respect of licences coming into effect from
the 1st July, 1958, onwards, a licence based
on the power unit formula shall apply;
this concession for the 18 months period
to apply in respect of vehicles where the
power weight units do not exceed 10.

Clause No. 12 was agreed to. The Legis-
lative Council felt that as a fee is paid
to the Transport Board in respect of pas-
senger-carrying vehicles, in addition to the
ordinary licensing charge, operators should
not be called upon to pay a wheel fee,
which is the procedure at present; and
as any discrepancy can be adjusted by
Transport Board charges, it was felt that
It was far better for a further charge to be
made in one place rather than in two
places. So the Council's requirement was
accepted.

Amendment No. 13 deals with persons
under the age of 18 who apply for a motor-
cycle licence. It is proposed that before
a licence can be granted, such person shall
produce to the police the consent in writ-
ing of a parent, guardian or employer;
and, furthermore, that the Commissioner
of Police may, instead of requiring the
applicant to be examined in the ordinary
way and to obtain a learner's permit,
accept a certificate from a safety council
motorcycle driving school or a motorcycle
club approved by the commissioner.

The final amendment is No. .14 and
refers to accidents or collisions occurring
where there was substantial damage to
property or injury to a person. The Legis-
lative Council sought originally that there
should be an obligation on the offending
motorist to stop only- if be became aware
of the incident. it was felt-and there
was a legal check on this point-that It
would be sufficient for any person 'n that
predicament to, 'claim that he was uti-
aware, and he would escape all responsi-
bilIty. -In other words, the requirement
to stop - after, an accident would -be tcom-
pletely meaningless.

I trus t that Mnembers have -been able
t6 -follo* the deliberations of the con-
ference. *I have' taken longer. :th.my ex-
planation that I had' Intended:;'but I think
it' will be agreed that' the document, a
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few copies of which I have distributed,
would be completely incomprehensible
without an explanation. I move-

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed and a message

accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-DEATH DUTIES (TAXING)
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Council's Amendment.
Returned from the Council with an

amendment.

In Committee.

Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Treasurer in
charge of the Bill.

The TREASURER: The Legislative
Council has made one amendment to this
Bill in the form of a new clause. The
amendment is-

Add a clause to stand as Clause 3 as
follows:-

This Act should continue in
operation until the 30th day of
June, 1958, and no longer.

Presumably this amendment has been
made to the Bill because of the amendment
in the Land Tax Assessment Act, which
lays it down that the application of the
land tax to improve rural land is to operate
for a period of only two years. There may
be some other reason for the amendment;
if so, I am not aware of it. In the circum-
stances in which we find ourselves, I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILLS (2) -RETURNED.
1, Appropriation.

2- Loan, £15,915,000.
Without amendment.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE PREMIER, That, Mr. Speaker,
completes the business to be brought for-
ward for discussion during this sitting and
this session. It will be agreed generally, it
not by all members, that the session has
been a heavy one and the last two weeks
have been particularly heavy.

A few days ago, I said that the Govern-
ment during the parliamentary recess
would continue trying to operate the next
sesion on a somewhat different basis. Any

move in that regard would be effective only
with the co-operation of members, but as
next session is the second of the Parlia-
ment it might be one where the Address-
in-reply debate need not assume the same
importance or take up the same time as Is
usual.

I think the Government will be in a
position to bring Important legislation
forward as soon as the session opens and
I think it should take priority over the
Address-in-reply debate. That might be
the suggestion that the Government will
make next year. There will be no attempt
to prevent a debate on the Address-in-
reply but the purpose will be to launch
measures early in the session in order that
they may receive reasonable consideration
in both Houses and so that financial
measures, including both Loan and
Revenue Estimates, might be given more
adequate attention and debate than seems
to have been possible in recent years.

To you, Mr. Speaker, I offer on behalf
of all members on this side of the House.
thanks and appreciation for the capable
manner in which you have carried out your
duties. I think it will be agreed by
all members that in this, your first session,
you have acquitted yourself well indeed in
the high and honourable position that you
OCCUPY.

I also offer thanks and appreciation to
the Chairman of Committees and his
deputies, who have all done a very good
job, which members appreciate, in the
handling of the business of the Chamber
when in Committee. To the Leader of the
Opposition. I express sincere appreciation
of his co-operation and friendship during
the session and thank him particularly for
his understanding approach to the situa-
tion In the last few days. I offer the
same remarks on behalf of the Govern-
ment to the Leader of the Country Party
and I say frankly that the relationship
between the Government and both sections
of the Opposition have been remarkably
good this session. I cannot recall a session
since I have been a member here when
the relationship was better, or. in fact, as
good.

I thank all members on the Government
side for the support they have given the
Government during the session, and I ex-
press my keenest appreciation to the
Deputy Premier and other Ministers for'
the support and loyalty they have shown-
me. Although the Leader of the Govern-
ment in another place and the other.
Minister there cannot hear what I say, I
am keenly appreciative of the solid work
they have done. Naturally without a
majority of pledged supporters, as it were,-
their task has been much more difficult
than has that of the Government in this.
House.

I express appreciation to the clerks, who,
are a tower of strength to members and
more particularly to Ministers who neces-
sarily have to rely on them more frequently
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for advice than do members generally. To
the Chief Mtansard Reporter and tim-
bers of his staff and all other' men and
ijg~ten employed in Parliament House I
offer the appreciation and thanks of the
OoVernmhiet. To bur friend, the police-
man, to reptbsentatiVes of the 'Press arid
everyone else who might merit thanks and
appreciation, I offer those sentiments.

I hope the member for Greenough and
the member for Avon Valley, both of whom
are on the sick list, will recover completely
and quickly because we look forward keenly
to seeing them fully restored to strength
in the near future and hope they will be
able to go right through next session with-
out sickness of any description. I con-
clude by wishing all those to whom I have
referred, and members of their families, a
cheerful Christmas and a happy, prosper-
ous and peaceful New Year.

HON. SIR ROSS MoLARTY: I have
been waiting for hours for an opportunity
to make these few remarks& I was interested
to hear the Premier's reference to what
might happen next session and I am sure
we all hope, in the interests of our country
and members and the staff of Parliament,
that we will be able to avoid these long
weary sittings of Parliament and finish
the session earlier In the month of De-
cember so that members may get back to
their constituencies and homes and Join in
the festivities associated with Christmas.

I join with the Premier in wishing you,
Sit, a merry Christmas and a, happy New
Year, and expressing appretiation of the
manner in which you have carried out
ybur duties during the session. Without
mentioning all those officers of Parliament
to whom the Premier referred, I express
to them the hope that they will have a
bappy Christmas and New Yeat. As the
Pretnier said, they render us good service,
willingly and cheerfully, and we appreciate
it. I thank the Premier for his remarks
about my two colleagues Who are IlI.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
rang through tonight a message In which
he asked me to convey his thanks to mem-
bers of all parties for their kind inquiries
about. him while he has been suffering from
this iness. I hope the member for Avon
Valley also 'will make a speedy recovery
and attain good health early In the new
year. I express appreciation to my col-
lepig'as on titb Opposition benches for
their loyal co-operation and the help they
have given me during the session.

I whole-heartely support the Premier In
the good wishes he has conveyed to mem-
bers of all Parties. We can only hope
that Christmas Wilt bbt a merry one for
us all and that the flew Year wil be Peat-
ful and that there will be happiness not
only in our con homae State tnd the Corn-
Saiwesith of- Austr6lia but throughout the
world..

HON. A. F. WATTS: I would like to
subscribe to all that has been said about
you, Mr. Speaker, about all sections of the
officers and staff of the House, and also to
what the Premier said about the relation-
ship between the various parties in this
House this session.

I agree that you, Sir, have occupied your
position with dignity and have carried out
your duties with satisfaction to everybody
and the same applies to the Chairman of
Committees and his deputies. I feel that
you have had a very arduous session and
I am very glad to see it brought to a close
although I would have liked to see it
close about an hour ago. I doubt if it
were my bad judgment;- I rather think it
was the bad judgment of the Minister for
Mines!

However, I wish to extend sincere good
wishes to all concerned for a very happy
Christmas and a prosperous and peaceful
New Year and to extend my thanks and
good wishes to those who sit with me in
these benches and who have assisted me
so well during the year.

THE SPEAKER: The Premier, the
Leader of the opposition, the Leader of
the Counttry Party and members, on be-
half of the staff of Parliament, the officers
and those who work here to make the
function of Government possible and on
behalf of the Chairman of Committees
and his deputies, I desire to thank all of
youa for your. kind reference to all of us.
On my own behalf, I thank members for
their consideration during the session be-
cause!I am certain I would not have been
able th ckrry oh mY fPunction without their
helit and ct-opetation.

MY task has been made very light be-
cause all members without, exceltion, have
conducted themselves with dignity and
decorum and because of that, my duties
have been made much easier in interpret-
ing the Standing Orders and the task of
the Chairman of Conmmittees and his
deputy has been made easier algo. I now
tbkb this opportunity on behalf of them
and mysef to wish all present a vety
happy Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year.

ADJoURNMENT-SrtcltL.
THE PREMIER (Honk. A. R. 0. Hawks-

Northam): I move--
That the House at its rising adjourn

to a date to be fixed by Mr. Speaker.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE PREMIER (Hon. A. K. 0. Sanke--

Northam): Tb& Deputy Premier has asked
ate to speak for afiqther 11 minutes but I
feel we should not remain any longer.
Therefore, 1 move-

That the House do now adjourn.
QuestOn put and gassed

Hbuse Utjoi~rftd at 4.50 a.ft. (SattrdaWt.
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